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“No Ghosts” 

 

 

 

I Timothy 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in 
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; ... 
... refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.  
... godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 

I John 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 
of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 
not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should 
come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world. They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world 
heareth them. 

Leviticus 

 Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled 
by them: I am the LORD your God. 
 

Psalms; a Psalm of David 

… the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground; 
he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long dead. Therefore 
is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate. I remember 
the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy hands.  
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I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. ... 
Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be 
like unto them that go down into the pit. Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in 
the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should 
walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee. 

Romans 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. ... 
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. ... 
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be. ... 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. ... 
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 
Acts 

... Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. And the 
people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing 
and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, 
came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and 
that were lame, were healed. And there was great joy in that city. But there was a 
certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and 
bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: To 
whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the 
great power of God. And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had 
bewitched them with sorceries. But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women. Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was 
baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and 
signs which were done. 
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And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost 
was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on 
whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.  But Peter said unto him, 
Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 
God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that 
thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.   Then answered 
Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye 
have spoken come upon me.   And they, when they had testified and preached the 
word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages 
of the Samaritans. 

 
II Corinthians 

Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in 
presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: ... 
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds. Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ; ... 
Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? ... 
... I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so 
your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. ... 
For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ. 
 

I Corinthians 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of 
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. ... 
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. ... 
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But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. ... 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

II Thessalonians 

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is 
at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he 
is God. ... 
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the 
brightness of his coming: ... 
But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the 
Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our 
gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or our epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even 
our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and 
good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good 
word and work. 
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures 

By Mary Baker Eddy 

 

Mortal existence is an enigma. Every day is a mystery. The testimony of the 
corporeal senses cannot inform us what is real and what is delusive, but the 
revelations of Christian Science unlock the treasures of Truth. Whatever is false or 
sinful can never enter the atmosphere of Spirit. There is but one Spirit. Man is 
never God, but spiritual man, made in God’s likeness, reflects God. In this 
scientific reflection the Ego and the Father are inseparable. The supposition that 
corporeal beings are spirits, or that there are good and evil spirits, is a mistake. 
(70:1) 

 Mortals evolve images of thought. These may appear to the ignorant to be 
apparitions; but they are mysterious only because it is unusual to see thoughts, 
though we can always feel their influence. Haunted houses, ghostly voices, unusual 
noises, and apparitions brought out in dark seances either involve feats by 
tricksters, or they are images and sounds evolved involuntarily by mortal mind. 
Seeing is no less a quality of physical sense than feeling. Then why is it more 
difficult to see a thought than to feel one? Education alone determines the 
difference. In reality there is none. 
(86:13) 

The age has not wholly outlived the sense of ghostly beliefs. It still holds them 
more or less. Time has not yet reached eternity, immortality, complete reality. All 
the real is eternal. Perfection underlies reality. Without perfection, nothing is 
wholly real. All things will continue to disappear, until perfection appears and 
reality is reached. We must give up the spectral at all points. We must not continue 
to admit the somethingness of superstition, but we must yield up all belief in it and 
be wise. When we learn that error is not real, we shall be ready for progress, 
“forgetting those things which are behind.” ... 
... So long as there are supposed limits to Mind, and those limits are human, so 
long will ghosts seem to continue. Mind is limitless. 

353:13, 26–28  
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How are veritable ideas to be distinguished from illusions? By learning the origin 
of each. Ideas are emanations from the divine Mind. Thoughts, proceeding from 
the brain or from matter, are offshoots of mortal mind; they are mortal material 
beliefs. Ideas are spiritual, harmonious, and eternal. Beliefs proceed from the so-
called material senses, which at one time are supposed to be substance-matter and 
at another are called spirits.  
To love one’s neighbor as one’s self, is a divine idea; but this idea can never be 
seen, felt, nor understood through the physical senses. 
88:9–20) 

Spiritual ideas lead up to their divine origin, God, and to the spiritual sense of 
being. 
(298:22) 

Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed strong in times of trouble. 
Devoid of the Christ-power, how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ or the 
miracles of grace? Denial of the possibility of Christian healing robs Christianity 
of the very element, which gave it divine force and its astonishing and unequalled 
success in the first century.  
The true Logos is demonstrably Christian Science, the natural law of harmony 
which overcomes discord, — not because this Science is supernatural or 
preternatural, nor because it is an infraction of divine law, but because it is the 
immutable law of God, good. 

134:14–26) 

Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation 
of Christ-healing. He taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, 
which would cast out error and heal both the sick and the sinning. He claimed no 
intelligence, action, nor life separate from God. Despite the persecution this 
brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men both bodily and 
spiritually.  

The question then as now was, How did Jesus heal the sick? His answer to this 
question the world rejected. He appealed to his students: “Whom do men say that I, 
the Son of man, am?” That is: Who or what is it that is thus identified with casting 
out evils and healing the sick? They replied, “Some say that thou art John the 
Baptist; some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” These prophets 
were considered dead, and this reply may indicate that some of the people believed 
that Jesus was a medium, controlled by the spirit of John or of Elias.  
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This ghostly fancy was repeated by Herod himself.  

That a wicked king and debauched husband should have no high appreciation of 
divine Science and the great work of the Master, was not surprising; for how could 
such a sinner comprehend what the disciples did not fully understand? 
136:1–25) 

Jesus cast out evil spirits, or false beliefs. The Apostle Paul bade men have the 
Mind that was in the Christ. Jesus did his own work by the one Spirit. He said: 
“My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” He never described disease, so far as 
can be learned from the Gospels, but he healed disease. 
79:17) 

Science is immortal and coordinate neither with the premises nor with the 
conclusions of mortal beliefs. ... 
All we correctly know of Spirit comes from God, divine Principle, and is learned 
through Christ and Christian Science. 
84:1, 28–30) 

Sickness is neither imaginary nor unreal, — that is, to the frightened, false sense of 
the patient. Sickness is more than fancy; it is solid conviction. ... is therefore to be 
dealt with through right apprehension of the truth of being. If Christian healing is 
abused by mere smatterers in Science, it becomes a tedious mischief-maker. 
Instead of scientifically effecting a cure, it starts a petty crossfire over every cripple 
and invalid, buffeting them with the superficial and cold assertion, “Nothing ails 
you.” 
460:14–16, 17  

When the spiritual sense of Truth unfolds its harmonies, you take no risks in the 
policy of error. Expect to heal simply by repeating the author’s words, by right 
talking and wrong acting, and you will be disappointed. Such a practice does not 
demonstrate the Science by which divine Mind heals the sick. 

452:22) 

Teaching or practising in the name of Truth, but contrary to its spirit or rules, is 
most dangerous quackery. Strict adherence to the divine Principle and rules of the 
scientific method has secured the only success of the students of Christian Science.  
... Science makes no concessions to persons or opinions. 



8 
 

 ... Truth does the work, and you must both understand and abide by the divine 
Principle of your demonstration.  

456:3–7, 17–18, 22) 

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the 
divine Principle, Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true 
spiritual growth. 
91:5 

Love is enthroned. That evil or matter has neither intelligence nor power, is the 
doctrine of absolute Christian Science, and this is the great truth which strips all 
disguise from error.  
... Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love 
inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to 
thought, and strength and freedom to speech and action. 
454:10, 17–21) 

Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the 
microscope of Spirit. Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were 
overcome by Jesus, who proved them to be forms of error. Spiritual living and 
blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can recognize true existence and 
feel the unspeakable peace which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love.. 
264:20) 

 


