
Trust 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns: 440, 527, 556 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Daniel 3:10–30) 

Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall 

hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery (psal 

ter y), and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and 

worship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and 

worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning 

fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over 

the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abed–nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they 

serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou 

hast set up. ¶ Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury 

commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego. 

Then they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar 

spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abed–nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden 

image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what 



time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 

psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and 

worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship 

not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning 

fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of 

my hands? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego, answered and 

said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to 

answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve 

is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 

deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto 

thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 

golden image which thou hast set up. ¶ Then was 

Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was 

changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego: therefore 

he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace 

one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. And he 

commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to 

bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego, and to cast them 

into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in 

their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other 

garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 

furnace. Therefore because the king's commandment was 

urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire 

slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–

nego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–

nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery 

furnace. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose 



up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not 

we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They 

answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered 

and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the 

fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like 

the Son of God. ¶ Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the 

mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego, ye servants of the most 

high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abed–nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 

And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's 

counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon 

whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their 

head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 

fire had passed on them. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and 

said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–

nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that 

trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded 

their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, 

except their own God. Therefore I make a decree, That every 

people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss 

against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego, shall 

be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: 

because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego, 

in the province of Babylon. 

 



(II Samuel 22:1–7) 

And David spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the day 

that the Lord had delivered him out of the hand of all his 

enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: And he said, The Lord is 

my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; The God of my 

rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my 

salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou 

savest me from violence. I will call on the Lord, who is worthy 

to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies. When the 

waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men 

made me afraid; The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the 

snares of death prevented me; In my distress I called upon the 

Lord, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of his 

temple, and my cry did enter into his ears. 

 

(II Samuel 22:31) 

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: he 

is a buckler to all them that trust in him. 

 

(I Timothy 4:1–11) 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 

shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 

doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 

conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and 

commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to 



be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know 

the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be 

refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified 

by the word of God and prayer. If thou put the brethren in 

remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of 

Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good 

doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. But refuse profane and 

old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. For 

bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto 

all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that 

which is to come. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all 

acceptation. For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, 

because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 

men, specially of those that believe. These things command 

and teach. 

 

(Hebrews 2:2–13 if) 

... if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every 

transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of 

reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; 

which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 

confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing 

them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 

For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to 

come, whereof we speak. But one in a certain place testified, 



saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of 

man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower 

than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, 

and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all 

things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in 

subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. 

But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see 

Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by 

the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it 

became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of 

their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he that 

sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which 

cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will 

declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church 

will I sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. 

And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me. 

 

(Hebrews 13:18) 

Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all 

things willing to live honestly. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 19:29–23) 

Jesus urged the commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods 

before me,” which may be rendered: Thou shalt have no belief 

of Life as mortal; thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life, 

— even God, good. He rendered “unto Cæsar the things which 

are Cæsar's; and unto God the things that are God's.” He at last 

paid no homage to forms of doctrine or to theories of man, but 

acted and spake as he was moved, not by spirits but by Spirit.  

 

To the ritualistic priest and hypocritical Pharisee Jesus said, 

“The publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God 

before you.” Jesus' history made a new calendar, which we call 

the Christian era; but he established no ritualistic worship. He 

knew that men can be baptized, partake of the Eucharist, 

support the clergy, observe the Sabbath, make long prayers, 

and yet be sensual and sinful.  

 

Jesus bore our infirmities; he knew the error of mortal belief, 

and “with his stripes [the rejection of error] we are healed.” 

“Despised and rejected of men,” returning blessing for cursing, 

he taught mortals the opposite of themselves, even the nature 

of God; and when error felt the power of Truth, the scourge 

and the cross awaited the great Teacher. Yet he swerved not, 



well knowing that to obey the divine order and trust God, saves 

retracing and traversing anew the path from sin to holiness. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 145:13–26 (np)) 

 

Scientific healing has this advantage over other methods, — 

that in it Truth controls error. From this fact arise its ethical as 

well as its physical effects. Indeed, its ethical and physical 

effects are indissolubly connected. If there is any mystery in 

Christian healing, it is the mystery which godliness always 

presents to the ungodly, — the mystery always arising from 

ignorance of the laws of eternal and unerring Mind.  

 

Other methods undertake to oppose error with error, and thus 

they increase the antagonism of one form of matter towards 

other forms of matter or error, and the warfare between Spirit 

and the flesh goes on. By this antagonism mortal mind must 

continually weaken its own assumed power.  

 

The theology of Christian Science includes healing the sick. Our 

Master's first article of faith propounded to his students was 

healing, and he proved his faith by his works. The ancient 

Christians were healers. Why has this element of Christianity 



been lost? Because our systems of religion are governed more 

or less by our systems of medicine. The first idolatry was faith 

in matter. The schools have rendered faith in drugs the fashion, 

rather than faith in Deity. By trusting matter to destroy its own 

discord, health and harmony have been sacrificed. Such 

systems are barren of the vitality of spiritual power, by which 

material sense is made the servant of Science and religion 

becomes Christlike.  

 

Material medicine substitutes drugs for the power of God — 

even the might of Mind — to heal the body. Scholasticism 

(scho·las·ti·cism) clings for salvation to the person, 

instead of to the divine Principle, of the man Jesus; and his 

Science, the curative agent of God, is silenced. Why? Because 

truth divests material drugs of their imaginary power, and 

clothes Spirit with supremacy. Science is the “stranger that is 

within thy gates,” remembered not, even when its elevating 

effects practically prove its divine origin and efficacy.  

 

Divine Science derives its sanction from the Bible, and the 

divine origin of Science is demonstrated through the holy 

influence of Truth in healing sickness and sin. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 169:20–21 (np)) 



There can be no healing except by this Mind, however much we 

trust a drug or any other means towards which human faith or 

endeavor is directed. It is mortal mind, not matter, which brings 

to the sick whatever good they may seem to receive from 

materiality. But the sick are never really healed except by 

means of the divine power. Only the action of Truth, Life, and 

Love can give harmony.  

 

Whatever teaches man to have other laws and to acknowledge 

other powers than the divine Mind, is anti-Christian. The good 

that a poisonous drug seems to do is evil, for it robs man of 

reliance on God, omnipotent Mind, and according to belief, 

poisons the human system. Truth is not the basis of theogony 

(the·og·o·ny). Modes of matter form neither a moral nor a 

spiritual system. The discord which calls for material methods is 

the result of the exercise of faith in material modes, — faith in 

matter instead of in Spirit.  

 

Christian ideas certainly present what human theories exclude 

— the Principle of man's harmony. The text, “Whosoever liveth 

and believeth in me shall never die,” not only contradicts 

human systems, but points to the self-sustaining and eternal 

Truth.  

 



The demands of Truth are spiritual, and reach the body through 

Mind. The best interpreter of man's needs said: “Take no 

thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink.”  

 

If there are material laws which prevent disease, what then 

causes it? Not divine law, for Jesus healed the sick and cast out 

error, always in opposition, never in obedience, to physics. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 234:1–6 (np)) 

Spiritual draughts heal, while material lotions interfere with 

truth, even as ritualism and creed hamper spirituality. If we 

trust matter, we distrust Spirit.  

 

Whatever inspires with wisdom, Truth, or Love — be it song, 

sermon, or Science — blesses the human family with crumbs of 

comfort from Christ's table, feeding the hungry and giving living 

waters to the thirsty.  

 

We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and 

guard against false beliefs as watchfully as we bar our doors 

against the approach of thieves and murderers. We should love 

our enemies and help them on the basis of the Golden Rule; 



but avoid casting pearls before those who trample them under 

foot, thereby robbing both themselves and others.  

 

If mortals would keep proper ward over mortal mind, the brood 

of evils which infest it would be cleared out. We must begin 

with this so-called mind and empty it of sin and sickness, or sin 

and sickness will never cease. The present codes of human 

systems disappoint the weary searcher after a divine theology, 

adequate to the right education of human thought.  

 

Sin and disease must be thought before they can be 

manifested. You must control evil thoughts in the first instance, 

or they will control you in the second. Jesus declared that to 

look with desire on forbidden objects was to break a moral 

precept. He laid great stress on the action of the human mind, 

unseen to the senses.  

 

Evil thoughts and aims reach no farther and do no more harm 

than one's belief permits. Evil thoughts, lusts, and malicious 

purposes cannot go forth, like wandering pollen, from one 

human mind to another, finding unsuspected lodgment, if 

virtue and truth build a strong defence. Better suffer a doctor 

infected with smallpox to attend you than to be treated 

mentally by one who does not obey the requirements of divine 

Science. 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, p. 299:7–30 angels) 

... angels are exalted thoughts, appearing at the door of some 

sepulchre, in which human belief has buried its fondest earthly 

hopes. With white fingers they point upward to a new and 

glorified trust, to higher ideals of life and its joys. Angels are 

God's representatives. These upward-soaring beings never lead 

towards self, sin, or materiality, but guide to the divine 

Principle of all good, whither every real individuality, image, or 

likeness of God, gathers. By giving earnest heed to these 

spiritual guides they tarry with us, and we entertain “angels 

unawares.”  

 

Knowledge gained from material sense is figuratively 

represented in Scripture as a tree, bearing the fruits of sin, 

sickness, and death. Ought we not then to judge the knowledge 

thus obtained to be untrue and dangerous, since “the tree is 

known by his fruit”?  

 

Truth never destroys God's idea. Truth is spiritual, eternal 

substance, which cannot destroy the right reflection. Corporeal 

sense, or error, may seem to hide Truth, health, harmony, and 

Science, as the mist obscures the sun or the mountain; but 



Science, the sunshine of Truth, will melt away the shadow and 

reveal the celestial peaks. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 443:1–12 (np)) 

When the discoverer of Christian Science is consulted by her 

followers as to the propriety, advantage, and consistency of 

systematic medical study, she tries to show them that under 

ordinary circumstances a resort to faith in corporeal means 

tends to deter those, who make such a compromise, from 

entire confidence in omnipotent Mind as really possessing all 

power. While a course of medical study is at times severely 

condemned by some Scientists, she feels, as she always has felt, 

that all are privileged to work out their own salvation according 

to their light, and that our motto should be the Master's 

counsel, “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  

 

If patients fail to experience the healing power of Christian 

Science, and think they can be benefited by certain ordinary 

physical methods of medical treatment, then the Mind-

physician should give up such cases, and leave invalids free to 

resort to whatever other systems they fancy will afford relief. 

Thus such invalids may learn the value of the apostolic precept: 

“Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” If 

the sick find these material expedients unsatisfactory, and they 



receive no help from them, these very failures may open their 

blind eyes. In some way, sooner or later, all must rise superior 

to materiality, and suffering is oft the divine agent in this 

elevation. “All things work together for good to them that love 

God,” is the dictum of Scripture.  

 

If Christian Scientists ever fail to receive aid from other 

Scientists, — their brethren upon whom they may call, — God 

will still guide them into the right use of temporary and eternal 

means. Step by step will those who trust Him find that “God is 

our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, p. 495:14) 

When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling 

steadfastly to God and His idea. Allow nothing but His likeness 

to abide in your thought. Let neither fear nor doubt 

overshadow your clear sense and calm trust, that the 

recognition of life harmonious — as Life eternally is — can 

destroy any painful sense of, or belief in, that which Life is not. 

Let Christian Science, instead of corporeal sense, support your 

understanding of being, and this understanding will supplant 

error with Truth, replace mortality with immortality, and 

silence discord with harmony. 

 


