PROFESSION

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 386, 5, 70

THE BIBLE

(Isaiah 61:1–11)
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion,
to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might
be glorified. ¶ And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and
they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations. And strangers shall stand
and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. But ye
shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the
riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. ¶ For your shame ye shall have
double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess
the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them. For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for
burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see
them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed. I will greatly
rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud,
and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.

(Matthew 13:44)
¶ Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found,
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

(John 1:15–34)
¶ John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after
me is preferred before me: for he was before me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace
for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath
seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared
him. ¶ And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And they
asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he
answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that
sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. And they which were sent were of the
Pharisees. And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there
standeth one among you, whom ye know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. These things were done in Bethabara beyond
Jordan, where John was baptizing. ¶ The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith,
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me
cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. And I knew him not: but that he
should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. And John bare record,
saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew him
not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see
the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.
And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.

(John 12:20–50)
¶ And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: The same came
therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see
Jesus. Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. ¶ And Jesus
answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world
shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall
also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. Now is my soul troubled; and
what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father,
glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will
glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said,
An angel spake to him. Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your
sakes. Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die.
The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how
sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? Then Jesus said unto them,
Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for
he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light,
that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself

from them. ¶ But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:
That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our
report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not believe,
because that Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal
them. These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. ¶ Nevertheless among
the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him,
lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more than the praise
of God. ¶ Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent
me. And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. I am come a light into the world, that whosoever
believeth on me should not abide in darkness. And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I
judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me
a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is
life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 15:14–6)
In order to pray aright, we must enter into the closet and shut the door. We must close the lips and
silence the material senses. In the quiet sanctuary of earnest longings, we must deny sin and plead
God's allness. We must resolve to take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to work and
watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We must “pray without ceasing.” Such prayer is answered, in so
far as we put our desires into practice. The Master's injunction is, that we pray in secret and let our
lives attest our sincerity.
Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to God. Selfforgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not
belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite blessings.
Trustworthiness is the foundation of enlightened faith. Without a fitness for holiness, we cannot
receive holiness.
A great sacrifice of material things must precede this advanced spiritual understanding. The highest
prayer is not one of faith merely; it is demonstration. Such prayer heals sickness, and must destroy
sin and death. It distinguishes between Truth that is sinless and the falsity of sinful sense.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 27:10–31 (np))
That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with his
scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if
he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be
destroyed.
Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of Science at the
root of material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false doctrine of pantheism, — that
God, or Life, is in or of matter.
Jesus sent forth seventy students at one time, but only eleven left a desirable historic record.
Tradition credits him with two or three hundred other disciples who have left no name. “Many are
called, but few are chosen.” They fell away from grace because they never truly understood their
Master's instruction.
Why do those who profess to follow Christ reject the essential religion he came to establish? Jesus'
persecutors made their strongest attack upon this very point. They endeavored to hold him at the
mercy of matter and to kill him according to certain assumed material laws.
The Pharisees claimed to know and to teach the divine will, but they only hindered the success of
Jesus' mission. Even many of his students stood in his way. If the Master had not taken a student
and taught the unseen verities of God, he would not have been crucified. The determination to hold
Spirit in the grasp of matter is the persecutor of Truth and Love.
While respecting all that is good in the Church or out of it, one's consecration to Christ is more on the
ground of demonstration than of profession. In conscience, we cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and
by understanding more of the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we are enabled to heal the
sick and to triumph over sin.
Neither the origin, the character, nor the work of Jesus was generally understood. Not a single
component part of his nature did the material world measure aright. Even his righteousness and
purity did not hinder men from saying: He is a glutton and a friend of the impure, and Beelzebub is
his patron.
Remember, thou Christian martyr, it is enough if thou art found worthy to unloose the sandals of thy
Master's feet! To suppose that persecution for righteousness' sake belongs to the past, and that
Christianity to-day is at peace with the world because it is honored by sects and societies, is to
mistake the very nature of religion. Error repeats itself. The trials encountered by prophet, disciple,
and apostle, “of whom the world was not worthy,” await, in some form, every pioneer of truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 37:16–32 (np))
When will Jesus' professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways and to imitate his mighty
works? Those who procured the martyrdom of that righteous man would gladly have turned his
sacred career into a mutilated doctrinal platform. May the Christians of to-day take up the more
practical import of that career! It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of every child, man,
and woman, — to follow in some degree the example of the Master by the demonstration of Truth

and Life, of health and holiness. Christians claim to be his followers, but do they follow him in the
way that he commanded? Hear these imperative commands: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect!” “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature!” “Heal the sick!”
Why has this Christian demand so little inspiration to stir mankind to Christian effort? Because men
are assured that this command was intended only for a particular period and for a select number of
followers. This teaching is even more pernicious than the old doctrine of foreordination, — the
election of a few to be saved, while the rest are damned; and so it will be considered, when the
lethargy of mortals, produced by man-made doctrines, is broken by the demands of divine Science.
Jesus said: “These signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover.” Who believes him? He was addressing his disciples, yet he did not say, “These signs
shall follow you,” but them — “them that believe” in all time to come. Here the word hands is used
metaphorically, as in the text, “The right hand of the Lord is exalted.” It expresses spiritual power;
otherwise the healing could not have been done spiritually. At another time Jesus prayed, not for the
twelve only, but for as many as should believe “through their word.”
Jesus experienced few of the pleasures of the physical senses, but his sufferings were the fruits of
other people's sins, not of his own. The eternal Christ, his spiritual selfhood, never suffered. Jesus
mapped out the path for others. He unveiled the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love. To those
buried in the belief of sin and self, living only for pleasure or the gratification of the senses, he said in
substance: Having eyes ye see not, and having ears ye hear not; lest ye should understand and be
converted, and I might heal you. He taught that the material senses shut out Truth and its healing
power.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 140:16–9)
We worship spiritually, only as we cease to worship materially. Spiritual devoutness is the soul of
Christianity. Worshipping through the medium of matter is paganism. Judaic and other rituals are but
types and shadows of true worship. “The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth.”
The Jewish tribal Jehovah was a man-projected God, liable to wrath, repentance, and human
changeableness. The Christian Science God is universal, eternal, divine Love, which changeth not
and causeth no evil, disease, nor death. It is indeed mournfully true that the older Scripture is
reversed. In the beginning God created man in His, God's, image; but mortals would procreate man,
and make God in their own human image. What is the god of a mortal, but a mortal magnified?
This indicates the distance between the theological and ritualistic religion of the ages and the truth
preached by Jesus. More than profession is requisite for Christian demonstration. Few understand
or adhere to Jesus' divine precepts for living and healing. Why? Because his precepts require the
disciple to cut off the right hand and pluck out the right eye, — that is, to set aside even the most
cherished beliefs and practices, to leave all for Christ.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 242:15–3)
Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to
dissolve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-justification, and
self-love, — which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin and death.
The vesture of Life is Truth. According to the Bible, the facts of being are commonly misconstrued,
for it is written: “They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots.” The
divine Science of man is woven into one web of consistency without seam or rent. Mere speculation
or superstition appropriates no part of the divine vesture, while inspiration restores every part of the
Christly garment of righteousness.
The finger-posts of divine Science show the way our Master trod, and require of Christians the proof
which he gave, instead of mere profession. We may hide spiritual ignorance from the world, but we
can never succeed in the Science and demonstration of spiritual good through ignorance or
hypocrisy.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.
Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:
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