
Obedience 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 457, 461, 468 

 

(Josh. 23:1–16) 

And it came to pass a long time after that the Lord had given 

rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua 

waxed old and stricken in age. And Joshua called for all Israel, 

and for their elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, 

and for their officers, and said unto them, I am old and stricken 

in age: And ye have seen all that the Lord your God hath done 

unto all these nations because of you; for the Lord your God is 

he that hath fought for you. Behold, I have divided unto you by 

lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your 

tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even 

unto the great sea westward. And the Lord your God, he shall 

expel them from before you, and drive them from out of your 

sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the Lord your God hath 

promised unto you. Be ye therefore very courageous to keep 

and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, 

that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left; 



That ye come not among these nations, these that remain 

among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, 

nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow 

yourselves unto them: But cleave unto the Lord your God, as ye 

have done unto this day. For the Lord hath driven out from 

before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man 

hath been able to stand before you unto this day. One man of 

you shall chase a thousand: for the Lord your God, he it is that 

fighteth for you, as he hath promised you. Take good heed 

therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the Lord your God. Else 

if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of 

these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall 

make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to 

you: Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more 

drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall 

be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and 

thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land 

which the Lord your God hath given you. And, behold, this day I 

am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your 

hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all 

the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you; 

all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed 

thereof. Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things 

are come upon you, which the Lord your God promised you; so 

shall the Lord bring upon you all evil things, until he have 



destroyed you from off this good land which the Lord your God 

hath given you. When ye have transgressed the covenant of the 

Lord your God, which he commanded you, and have gone and 

served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them; then shall 

the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and ye shall perish 

quickly from off the good land which he hath given unto you. 

 

 (Ps. 1:1–6) 

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 

seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and 

in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a 

tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit 

in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he 

doeth shall prosper. The ungodly are not so: but are like the 

chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall 

not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 

the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: 

but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

 

 (Matt. 5:17–48) 

¶ Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 

I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, 



Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 

pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall 

break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men 

so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 

whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except 

your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 

scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 

kingdom of heaven. ¶ Ye have heard that it was said by them of 

old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in 

danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is 

angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 

judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall 

be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, 

shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to 

the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 

against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 

way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 

thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in 

the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to 

the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be 

cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means 

come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. ¶ 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt 

not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever 



looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 

with her already in his heart. And if thy right eye offend thee, 

pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee 

that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 

body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, 

cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that 

one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body 

should be cast into hell. It hath been said, Whosoever shall put 

away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: But I 

say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving 

for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: 

and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth 

adultery. ¶ Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them 

of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 

unto the Lord thine oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all; 

neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: Nor by the earth; for it 

is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the 

great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou 

canst not make one hair white or black. But let your 

communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more 

than these cometh of evil. ¶ Ye have heard that it hath been 

said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto 

you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on 

thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will 

sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy 



cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go 

with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him 

that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. ¶ Ye have heard 

that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 

thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 

that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 

them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye 

may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he 

maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 

rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which 

love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the 

same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 

than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore 

perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

 

 

 

 

Science and Health 

 

(SH vii:1–21) 

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with 

blessings. The wakeful shepherd beholds the first faint morning 



beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a risen day. So shone 

the pale star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the 

night, and came where, in cradled obscurity, lay the Bethlehem 

babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain 

to benighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ 

Jesus, till across a night of error should dawn the morning 

beams and shine the guiding star of being. The Wisemen were 

led to behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, 

lighting the way to eternal harmony.  

 

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of 

doctrines and time-honored systems, knocks at the portal of 

humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold 

conventionality of materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance 

of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The only 

guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom 

to know aright is Life eternal. Though empires fall, “the Lord 

shall reign forever.” 

 (SH 4:17–2) 

Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love 

Him; but the longing to be better and holier, expressed in daily 

watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of the divine 

character, will mould and fashion us anew, until we awake in 

His likeness. We reach the Science of Christianity through 



demonstration of the divine nature; but in this wicked world 

goodness will “be evil spoken of,” and patience must bring 

experience.  

 

Audible prayer can never do the works of spiritual 

understanding, which regenerates; but silent prayer, 

watchfulness, and devout obedience enable us to follow Jesus' 

example. Long prayers, superstition, and creeds clip the strong 

pinions of love, and clothe religion in human forms. Whatever 

materializes worship hinders man's spiritual growth and keeps 

him from demonstrating his power over error. 

 (SH 14:1–24) 

If we are sensibly with the body and regard omnipotence as a 

corporeal, material person, whose ear we would gain, we are 

not “absent from the body” and “present with the Lord” in the 

demonstration of Spirit. We cannot “serve two masters.” To be 

“present with the Lord” is to have, not mere emotional ecstasy 

or faith, but the actual demonstration and understanding of 

Life as revealed in Christian Science. To be “with the Lord” is to 

be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely governed 

by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.  

 



Become conscious for a single moment that Life and 

intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in nor of matter, — 

and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a 

belief in sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is 

turned into joy when the body is controlled by spiritual Life, 

Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: 

“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; . 

. . because I go unto my Father,” — [because the Ego is absent 

from the body, and present with Truth and Love.] The Lord's 

Prayer is the prayer of Soul, not of material sense. 

 

 (SH 25:13–32) 

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may 

understand how this divine Principle heals the sick, casts out 

error, and triumphs over death. Jesus presented the ideal of 

God better than could any man whose origin was less spiritual. 

By his obedience to God, he demonstrated more spiritually 

than all others the Principle of being. Hence the force of his 

admonition, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  

 

Though demonstrating his control over sin and disease, the 

great Teacher by no means relieved others from giving the 

requisite proofs of their own piety. He worked for their 

guidance, that they might demonstrate this power as he did 



and understand its divine Principle. Implicit faith in the Teacher 

and all the emotional love we can bestow on him, will never 

alone make us imitators of him. We must go and do likewise, 

else we are not improving the great blessings which our Master 

worked and suffered to bestow upon us. The divinity of the 

Christ was made manifest in the humanity of Jesus. 

 

 (SH 165:12–7) 

Obedience to the so-called physical laws of health has not 

checked sickness. Diseases have multiplied, since man-made 

material theories took the place of spiritual truth.  

 

You say that indigestion, fatigue, sleeplessness, cause 

distressed stomachs and aching heads. Then you consult your 

brain in order to remember what has hurt you, when your 

remedy lies in forgetting the whole thing; for matter has no 

sensation of its own, and the human mind is all that can 

produce pain.  

 

As a man thinketh, so is he. Mind is all that feels, acts, or 

impedes action. Ignorant of this, or shrinking from its implied 

responsibility, the healing effort is made on the wrong side, and 

thus the conscious control over the body is lost. 



 

 (SH 170:14–3) 

The demands of Truth are spiritual, and reach the body through 

Mind. The best interpreter of man's needs said: “Take no 

thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink.”  

 

If there are material laws which prevent disease, what then 

causes it? Not divine law, for Jesus healed the sick and cast out 

error, always in opposition, never in obedience, to physics.  

 

Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered, for 

more than all others spiritual causation relates to human 

progress. The age seems ready to approach this subject, to 

ponder somewhat the supremacy of Spirit, and at least to touch 

the hem of Truth's garment.  

 

The description of man as purely physical, or as both material 

and spiritual, — but in either case dependent upon his physical 

organization, — is the Pandora box, from which all ills have 

gone forth, especially despair. Matter, which takes divine 

power into its own hands and claims to be a creator, is a fiction, 

in which paganism and lust are so sanctioned by society that 

mankind has caught their moral contagion. 



 

 (SH 182:18–7) 

 

Mind's government of the body must supersede the so-called 

laws of matter. Obedience to material law prevents full 

obedience to spiritual law, — the law which overcomes 

material conditions and puts matter under the feet of Mind. 

Mortals entreat the divine Mind to heal the sick, and forthwith 

shut out the aid of Mind by using material means, thus working 

against themselves and their prayers and denying man's God-

given ability to demonstrate Mind's sacred power. Pleas for 

drugs and laws of health come from some sad incident, or else 

from ignorance of Christian Science and its transcendent 

power.  

 

To admit that sickness is a condition over which God has no 

control, is to presuppose that omnipotent power is powerless 

on some occasions. The law of Christ, or Truth, makes all things 

possible to Spirit; but the so-called laws of matter would render 

Spirit of no avail, and demand obedience to materialistic codes, 

thus departing from the basis of one God, one lawmaker. To 

suppose that God constitutes laws of inharmony is a mistake; 

discords have no support from nature or divine law, however 

much is said to the contrary. 



 

 (SH 183:21) 

Divine Mind rightly demands man's entire obedience, affection, 

and strength. No reservation is made for any lesser loyalty. 

Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission 

to error superinduces loss of power. 

 

 (SH 184:1–26) 

The so-called laws of health are simply laws of mortal belief. 

The premises being erroneous, the conclusions are wrong. 

Truth makes no laws to regulate sickness, sin, and death, for 

these are unknown to Truth and should not be recognized as 

reality.  

 

Belief produces the results of belief, and the penalties it affixes 

last so long as the belief and are inseparable from it. The 

remedy consists in probing the trouble to the bottom, in finding 

and casting out by denial the error of belief which produces a 

mortal disorder, never honoring erroneous belief with the title 

of law nor yielding obedience to it. Truth, Life, and Love are the 

only legitimate and eternal demands on man, and they are 

spiritual lawgivers, enforcing obedience through divine 

statutes.  



 

Controlled by the divine intelligence, man is harmonious and 

eternal. Whatever is governed by a false belief is discordant 

and mortal. We say man suffers from the effects of cold, heat, 

fatigue. This is human belief, not the truth of being, for matter 

cannot suffer. Mortal mind alone suffers, — not because a law 

of matter has been transgressed, but because a law of this so-

called mind has been disobeyed. I have demonstrated this as a 

rule of divine Science by destroying the delusion of suffering 

from what is termed a fatally broken physical law. 

 

 (SH 253:25) 

Do not believe in any supposed necessity for sin, disease, or 

death, knowing (as you ought to know) that God never requires 

obedience to a so-called material law, for no such law exists. 

The belief in sin and death is destroyed by the law of God, 

which is the law of Life instead of death, of harmony instead of 

discord, of Spirit instead of the flesh. 

 

 

 

 



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 


