
NEED 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 12, 134, 170 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Numbers 11:1–15, 31, 32) 

And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and his anger 

was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the 

uttermost parts of the camp. And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the 

LORD, the fire was quenched. And he called the name of the place Taberah: because the fire of the 

LORD burnt among them. ¶ And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a-lusting: and the 

children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember the fish, 

which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and 

the garlick: But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our 

eyes. And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium. And 

the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in 

pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. And when the dew fell 

upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. ¶ Then Moses heard the people weep throughout 

their families, every man in the door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; 

Moses also was displeased. And Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy 

servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this 

people upon me? Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say 

unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which 

thou swarest unto their fathers? Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they 

weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat. I am not able to bear all this people alone, 

because it is too heavy for me. And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I 

have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness. ... 

 

... ¶ And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall 

by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's journey on the other side, 

round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. And the people 

stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered the quails: he that 

gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread them all abroad for themselves round about 



the camp. 

 

 

(Numbers 20:1–13) 

Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first 

month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. And there 

was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and 

against Aaron. And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died 

when our brethren died before the LORD! And why have ye brought up the congregation of the 

LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? And wherefore have ye made us 

to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of 

vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink. And Moses and Aaron went from the 

presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon 

their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them. ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, 

saying, Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and 

speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to 

them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. And Moses 

took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the 

congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch 

you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: 

and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. ¶ And the 

LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the 

children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given 

them. This is the water of Meribah, because the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was 

sanctified in them. 

 

 

(Matthew 6:25–34) 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 

yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 

heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought 

can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the 

field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in 

all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 

which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 

faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 

Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly 

Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the 

morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil 

thereof. 

 

 



(Mark 6:35–44) 

And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, 

and now the time is far passed: Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and 

into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat. He answered and said 

unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred 

pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and 

see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes. And he commanded them to make all sit 

down by companies upon the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 

And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, 

and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided 

he among them all. And they did all eat, and were filled. And they took up twelve baskets full of the 

fragments, and of the fishes. And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 

 

 

(Luke 11:5–13) 

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say 

unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have 

nothing to set before him? And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now 

shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, Though he will 

not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give 

him as many as he needeth. And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 

find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 

seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you 

that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if 

he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 

unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 

him? 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 4:3–16) 

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 

meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his 

example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he has 

done. Outward worship is not of itself sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has 

said: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  

 

The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made manifest in the 

blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in audible words, attest our 



worthiness to be partakers of Love. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 7:8–26) 

Audible prayer is impressive; it gives momentary solemnity and elevation to thought. But does it 

produce any lasting benefit? Looking deeply into these things, we find that “a zeal . . . not according 

to knowledge” gives occasion for reaction unfavorable to spiritual growth, sober resolve, and 

wholesome perception of God's requirements. The motives for verbal prayer may embrace too much 

love of applause to induce or encourage Christian sentiment.  

 

Physical sensation, not Soul, produces material ecstasy and emotion. If spiritual sense always 

guided men, there would grow out of ecstatic moments a higher experience and a better life with 

more devout self-abnegation and purity. A self-satisfied ventilation of fervent sentiments never 

makes a Christian. God is not influenced by man. The “divine ear” is not an auditory nerve. It is the 

all-hearing and all-knowing Mind, to whom each need of man is always known and by whom it will be 

supplied. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 11:21–15) 

A wordy prayer may afford a quiet sense of self-justification, though it makes the sinner a hypocrite. 

We never need to despair of an honest heart; but there is little hope for those who come only 

spasmodically face to face with their wickedness and then seek to hide it. Their prayers are indexes 

which do not correspond with their character. They hold secret fellowship with sin, and such 

externals are spoken of by Jesus as “like unto whited sepulchres . . . full . . . of all uncleanness.”  

 

If a man, though apparently fervent and prayerful, is impure and therefore insincere, what must be 

the comment upon him? If he reached the loftiness of his prayer, there would be no occasion for 

comment. If we feel the aspiration, humility, gratitude, and love which our words express, — this God 

accepts; and it is wise not to try to deceive ourselves or others, for “there is nothing covered that 

shall not be revealed.” Professions and audible prayers are like charity in one respect, — they “cover 

the multitude of sins.” Praying for humility with whatever fervency of expression does not always 

mean a desire for it. If we turn away from the poor, we are not ready to receive the reward of Him 

who blesses the poor. We confess to having a very wicked heart and ask that it may be laid bare 



before us, but do we not already know more of this heart than we are willing to have our neighbor 

see?  

 

We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the heart, for in this 

way only can we learn what we honestly are. If a friend informs us of a fault, do we listen patiently to 

the rebuke and credit what is said? Do we not rather give thanks that we are “not as other men”? 

During many years the author has been most grateful for merited rebuke. The wrong lies in 

unmerited censure, — in the falsehood which does no one any good. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 8:1–4 (np)) 

 

 

Petitions bring to mortals only the results of mortals' own faith. We know that a desire for holiness is 

requisite in order to gain holiness; but if we desire holiness above all else, we shall sacrifice 

everything for it. We must be willing to do this, that we may walk securely in the only practical road to 

holiness. Prayer cannot change the unalterable Truth, nor can prayer alone give us an 

understanding of Truth; but prayer, coupled with a fervent habitual desire to know and do the will of 

God, will bring us into all Truth. Such a desire has little need of audible expression. It is best 

expressed in thought and in life.  

 

“The prayer of faith shall save the sick,” says the Scripture. What is this healing prayer? A mere 

request that God will heal the sick has no power to gain more of the divine presence than is always 

at hand. The beneficial effect of such prayer for the sick is on the human mind, making it act more 

powerfully on the body through a blind faith in God. This, however, is one belief casting out another, 

— a belief in the unknown casting out a belief in sickness. It is neither Science nor Truth which acts 

through blind belief, nor is it the human understanding of the divine healing Principle as manifested 

in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and conscientious protests of Truth, — of man's likeness 

to God and of man's unity with Truth and Love. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 12:27–19) 

Does Deity interpose in behalf of one worshipper, and not help another who offers the same 

measure of prayer? If the sick recover because they pray or are prayed for audibly, only petitioners 

(per se or by proxy) should get well. In divine Science, where prayers are mental, all may avail 



themselves of God as “a very present help in trouble.” Love is impartial and universal in its 

adaptation and bestowals. It is the open fount which cries, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 

the waters.”  

 

In public prayer we often go beyond our convictions, beyond the honest standpoint of fervent desire. 

If we are not secretly yearning and openly striving for the accomplishment of all we ask, our prayers 

are “vain repetitions,” such as the heathen use. If our petitions are sincere, we labor for what we ask; 

and our Father, who seeth in secret, will reward us openly. Can the mere public expression of our 

desires increase them? Do we gain the omnipotent ear sooner by words than by thoughts? Even if 

prayer is sincere, God knows our need before we tell Him or our fellow-beings about it. If we cherish 

the desire honestly and silently and humbly, God will bless it, and we shall incur less risk of 

overwhelming our real wishes with a torrent of words. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 38:21–30 (np)) 

Jesus experienced few of the pleasures of the physical senses, but his sufferings were the fruits of 

other people's sins, not of his own. The eternal Christ, his spiritual selfhood, never suffered. Jesus 

mapped out the path for others. He unveiled the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love. To those 

buried in the belief of sin and self, living only for pleasure or the gratification of the senses, he said in 

substance: Having eyes ye see not, and having ears ye hear not; lest ye should understand and be 

converted, and I might heal you. He taught that the material senses shut out Truth and its healing 

power.  

 

Meekly our Master met the mockery of his unrecognized grandeur. Such indignities as he received, 

his followers will endure until Christianity's last triumph. He won eternal honors. He overcame the 

world, the flesh, and all error, thus proving their nothingness. He wrought a full salvation from sin, 

sickness, and death. We need “Christ, and him crucified.” We must have trials and self-denials, as 

well as joys and victories, until all error is destroyed.  

 

The educated belief that Soul is in the body causes mortals to regard death as a friend, as a 

stepping-stone out of mortality into immortality and bliss. The Bible calls death an enemy, and Jesus 

overcame death and the grave instead of yielding to them. He was “the way.” To him, therefore, 

death was not the threshold over which he must pass into living glory.  

 



“Now,” cried the apostle, “is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation,” — meaning, not 

that now men must prepare for a future-world salvation, or safety, but that now is the time in which to 

experience that salvation in spirit and in life. Now is the time for so-called material pains and material 

pleasures to pass away, for both are unreal, because impossible in Science. To break this earthly 

spell, mortals must get the true idea and divine Principle of all that really exists and governs the 

universe harmoniously. This thought is apprehended slowly, and the interval before its attainment is 

attended with doubts and defeats as well as triumphs. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 85:23) 

Both Jew and Gentile may have had acute corporeal senses, but mortals need spiritual sense. Jesus 

knew the generation to be wicked and adulterous, seeking the material more than the spiritual. His 

thrusts at materialism were sharp, but needed. He never spared hypocrisy the sternest 

condemnation. He said: “These ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The 

great Teacher knew both cause and effect, knew that truth communicates itself but never imparts 

error. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 



Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


