
Universe 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 444, 482, 578 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Genesis 1:1, 3, 26–28, 31) 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. ... 

 

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. ... 

 

... ¶ And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in 

the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and 

God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 

upon the earth. ... 

 

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the 

morning were the sixth day. 

 

 

(Psalms 24:1–10) 

The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath 

founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the 

LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 

not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, 

and righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that seek him, that 

seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 

doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, 

the LORD mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of 



glory. Selah. 

 

 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1–15) 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, 

and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to kill, and a 

time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a 

time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, 

and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. What 

profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth? I have seen the travail, which God hath 

given to the sons of men to be exercised in it. He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he 

hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the 

beginning to the end. I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in 

his life. And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the 

gift of God. I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any 

thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him. That which hath been is now; 

and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past. 

 

 

(Matthew 12:14–21) 

¶ Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him. But 

when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he 

healed them all; And charged them that they should not make him known: That it might be fulfilled 

which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my 

beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment 

to the Gentiles. He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets. A 

bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment 

unto victory. And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 

 

 

(Luke 4:40–44) 

¶ Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them unto 

him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. And devils also came out of 

many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them 

not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ. And when it was day, he departed and went into a 

desert place: and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not 

depart from them. And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for 

therefore am I sent. And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee. 

 

 

 



(Romans 1:17–25) 

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live 

by faith. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest 

in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 

world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 

Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not 

as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 

darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the 

uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, 

and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their 

own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into 

a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

(Ephesians 4:1–7, 13, 23–32) 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 

are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, 

even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and 

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace 

according to the measure of the gift of Christ. ... 

 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 

unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: ... 

 

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 

created in righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 

with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go 

down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let 

him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that 

needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use 

of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 

whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 

clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 82:31–84:1 (to the)) 



In a world of sin and sensuality hastening to a greater development of power, it is wise earnestly to 

consider whether it is the human mind or the divine Mind which is influencing one. What the 

prophets of Jehovah did, the worshippers of Baal failed to do; yet artifice and delusion claimed that 

they could equal the work of wisdom.  

 

Science only can explain the incredible good and evil elements now coming to the surface. Mortals 

must find refuge in Truth in order to escape the error of these latter days. Nothing is more 

antagonistic to Christian Science than a blind belief without understanding, for such a belief hides 

Truth and builds on error.  

 

Miracles are impossible in Science, and here Science takes issue with popular religions. The 

scientific manifestation of power is from the divine nature and is not supernatural, since Science is 

an explication of nature. The belief that the universe, including man, is governed in general by 

material laws, but that occasionally Spirit sets aside these laws, — this belief belittles omnipotent 

wisdom, and gives to matter the precedence over Spirit.  

 

It is contrary to Christian Science to suppose that life is either material or organically spiritual. 

Between Christian Science and all forms of superstition a great gulf is fixed, as impassable as that 

between Dives and Lazarus. There is mortal mind-reading and immortal Mind-reading. The latter is a 

revelation of divine purpose through spiritual understanding, by which man gains the divine Principle 

and explanation of all things. Mortal mind-reading and immortal Mind-reading are distinctly opposite 

standpoints, from which cause and effect are interpreted. The act of reading mortal mind 

investigates and touches only human beliefs. Science is immortal and coordinate neither with the ... 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 114:23–8) 

Christian Science explains all cause and effect as mental, not physical. It lifts the veil of mystery 

from Soul and body. It shows the scientific relation of man to God, disentangles the interlaced 

ambiguities of being, and sets free the imprisoned thought. In divine Science, the universe, including 

man, is spiritual, harmonious, and eternal. Science shows that what is termed matter is but the 

subjective state of what is termed by the author mortal mind.  

 

Apart from the usual opposition to everything new, the one great obstacle to the reception of that 

spirituality, through which the understanding of Mind-science comes, is the inadequacy of material 

terms for metaphysical statements, and the consequent difficulty of so expressing metaphysical 

ideas as to make them comprehensible to any reader, who has not personally demonstrated 

Christian Science as brought forth in my discovery. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 121:28–14) 

As thus indicated, astronomical order imitates the action of divine Principle; and the universe, the 

reflection of God, is thus brought nearer the spiritual fact, and is allied to divine Science as displayed 

in the everlasting government of the universe.  

 

The evidence of the physical senses often reverses the real Science of being, and so creates a reign 

of discord, — assigning seeming power to sin, sickness, and death; but the great facts of Life, rightly 



understood, defeat this triad of errors, contradict their false witnesses, and reveal the kingdom of 

heaven, — the actual reign of harmony on earth. The material senses' reversal of the Science of 

Soul was practically exposed nineteen hundred years ago by the demonstrations of Jesus; yet these 

so-called senses still make mortal mind tributary to mortal body, and ordain certain sections of 

matter, such as brain and nerves, as the seats of pain and pleasure, from which matter reports to 

this so-called mind its status of happiness or misery. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 122:24–124:2) 

To material sense, the severance of the jugular vein takes away life; but to spiritual sense and in 

Science, Life goes on unchanged and being is eternal. Temporal life is a false sense of existence.  

 

Our theories make the same mistake regarding Soul and body that Ptolemy made regarding the 

solar system. They insist that soul is in body and mind therefore tributary to matter. Astronomical 

science has destroyed the false theory as to the relations of the celestial bodies, and Christian 

Science will surely destroy the greater error as to our terrestrial bodies. The true idea and Principle 

of man will then appear. The Ptolemaic blunder could not affect the harmony of being as does the 

error relating to soul and body, which reverses the order of Science and assigns to matter the power 

and prerogative of Spirit, so that man becomes the most absolutely weak and inharmonious creature 

in the universe.  

 

The verity of Mind shows conclusively how it is that matter seems to be, but is not. Divine Science, 

rising above physical theories, excludes matter, resolves things into thoughts, and replaces the 

objects of material sense with spiritual ideas.  

 

The term CHRISTIAN SCIENCE was introduced by the author to designate the scientific system of 

divine healing.  

 

The revelation consists of two parts:  

 

1.  The discovery of this divine Science of Mind-healing, through a spiritual sense of the Scriptures 

and through the teachings of the Comforter, as promised by the Master.  

 

2.  The proof, by present demonstration, that the so-called miracles of Jesus did not specially 

belong to a dispensation now ended, but that they illustrated an ever-operative divine Principle. The 

operation of this Principle indicates the eternality of the scientific order and continuity of being.  

 

Christian Science differs from material science, but not on that account is it less scientific. On the 

contrary, Christian Science is pre-eminently scientific, being based on Truth, the Principle of all 

science. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 124:14) 

The universe, like man, is to be interpreted by Science from its divine Principle, God, and then it can 

be understood; but when explained on the basis of physical sense and represented as subject to 



growth, maturity, and decay, the universe, like man, is, and must continue to be, an enigma. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 255:16–8) 

The human form, or physical finiteness, cannot be made the basis of any true idea of the infinite 

Godhead. Eye hath not seen Spirit, nor hath ear heard His voice.  

 

Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane 

of action, thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from the scholastic to the 

inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, 

is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and Mother of the universe, including man. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 272:19–12) 

It is the spiritualization of thought and Christianization of daily life, in contrast with the results of the 

ghastly farce of material existence; it is chastity and purity, in contrast with the downward tendencies 

and earthward gravitation of sensualism and impurity, which really attest the divine origin and 

operation of Christian Science. The triumphs of Christian Science are recorded in the destruction of 

error and evil, from which are propagated the dismal beliefs of sin, sickness, and death.  

 

The divine Principle of the universe must interpret the universe. God is the divine Principle of all that 

represents Him and of all that really exists. Christian Science, as demonstrated by Jesus, alone 

reveals the natural, divine Principle of Science.  

 

Matter and its claims of sin, sickness, and death are contrary to God, and cannot emanate from Him. 

There is no material truth. The physical senses can take no cognizance of God and spiritual Truth. 

Human belief has sought out many inventions, but not one of them can solve the problem of being 

without the divine Principle of divine Science. Deductions from material hypotheses are not scientific. 

They differ from real Science because they are not based on the divine law.  

 

Divine Science reverses the false testimony of the material senses, and thus tears away the 

foundations of error. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 319:3–3 (np)) 

Science depicts disease as error, as matter versus Mind, and error reversed as subserving the facts 

of health. To calculate one's life-prospects from a material basis, would infringe upon spiritual law 

and misguide human hope. Having faith in the divine Principle of health and spiritually understanding 

God, sustains man under all circumstances; whereas the lower appeal to the general faith in material 

means (commonly called nature) must yield to the all-might of infinite Spirit.  

 

Throughout the infinite cycles of eternal existence, Spirit and matter neither concur in man nor in the 

universe.  

 

The varied doctrines and theories which presuppose life and intelligence to exist in matter are so 



many ancient and modern mythologies. Mystery, miracle, sin, and death will disappear when it 

becomes fairly understood that the divine Mind controls man and man has no Mind but God.  

 

The divine Science taught in the original language of the Bible came through inspiration, and needs 

inspiration to be understood. Hence the misapprehension of the spiritual meaning of the Bible, and 

the misinterpretation of the Word in some instances by uninspired writers, who only wrote down what 

an inspired teacher had said. A misplaced word changes the sense and misstates the Science of the 

Scriptures, as, for instance, to name Love as merely an attribute of God; but we can by special and 

proper capitalization speak of the love of Love, meaning by that what the beloved disciple meant in 

one of his epistles, when he said, “God is love.” Likewise we can speak of the truth of Truth and of 

the life of Life, for Christ plainly declared, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 470:32–19) 

The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Science 

knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the divine order or spiritual law, in which God 

and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its eternal history.  

 

The unlikeness of Truth, — named error, — the opposite of Science, and the evidence before the 

five corporeal senses, afford no indication of the grand facts of being; even as these so-called 

senses receive no intimation of the earth's motions or of the science of astronomy, but yield assent 

to astronomical propositions on the authority of natural science.  

 

The facts of divine Science should be admitted, — although the evidence as to these facts is not 

supported by evil, by matter, or by material sense, — because the evidence that God and man 

coexist is fully sustained by spiritual sense. Man is, and forever has been, God's reflection. God is 

infinite, therefore ever present, and there is no other power nor presence. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 



Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


