POWER

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 121, 138, 175

THE BIBLE

(Joshua 3:1-11)

And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and
all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. And it came to pass after three
days, that the officers went through the host; And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see
the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall
remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two
thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go:
for ye have not passed this way heretofore. And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves:
for to-morrow the LORD will do wonders among you. And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying,
Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took up the ark of the
covenant, and went before the people. § And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will | begin to
magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as | was with Moses, so | will be with
thee. And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are
come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan. § And Joshua said unto the
children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD your God. And Joshua said, Hereby
ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the
Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over

before you into Jordan.



(Mark 4:35-41)

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other
side. And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And
there were also with him other little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat
into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow:
and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? And they
feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?

(Psalms 19:1-14)

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day
uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where
their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven,
and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The law of the
LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD
are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in
keeping of them there is great reward. Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret
faults. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me:
then shall | be upright, and | shall be innocent from the great transgression. Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my
redeemer.

(Acts 1:6-12)

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time

restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the



seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judeea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when he had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they
looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath

day's journey.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 43:32-27)

Love must triumph over hate. Truth and Life must seal the victory over error and death, before the
thorns can be laid aside for a crown, the benediction follow, “Well done, good and faithful servant,”
and the supremacy of Spirit be demonstrated.

The lonely precincts of the tomb gave Jesus a refuge from his foes, a place in which to solve the
great problem of being. His three days' work in the sepulchre set the seal of eternity on time. He
proved Life to be deathless and Love to be the master of hate. He met and mastered on the basis of
Christian Science, the power of Mind over matter, all the claims of medicine, surgery, and hygiene.

He took no drugs to allay inflammation. He did not depend upon food or pure air to resuscitate
wasted energies. He did not require the skill of a surgeon to heal the torn palms and bind up the
wounded side and lacerated feet, that he might use those hands to remove the napkin and winding-
sheet, and that he might employ his feet as before.

Could it be called supernatural for the God of nature to sustain Jesus in his proof of man's truly
derived power? It was a method of surgery beyond material art, but it was not a supernatural act. On
the contrary, it was a divinely natural act, whereby divinity brought to humanity the understanding of
the Christ-healing and revealed a method infinitely above that of human invention.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 116:11-23)

A correct view of Christian Science and of its adaptation to healing includes vastly more than is at
first seen. Works on metaphysics leave the grand point untouched. They never crown the power of



Mind as the Messiah, nor do they carry the day against physical enemies, — even to the extinction
of all belief in matter, evil, disease, and death, — nor insist upon the fact that God is all, therefore
that matter is nothing beyond an image in mortal mind.

Christian Science strongly emphasizes the thought that God is not corporeal, but incorporeal, — that
is, bodiless. Mortals are corporeal, but God is incorporeal.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 138:17-14)

Jesus established in the Christian era the precedent for all Christianity, theology, and healing.
Christians are under as direct orders now, as they were then, to be Christlike, to possess the Christ-
spirit, to follow the Christ-example, and to heal the sick as well as the sinning. It is easier for
Christianity to cast out sickness than sin, for the sick are more willing to part with pain than are
sinners to give up the sinful, so-called pleasure of the senses. The Christian can prove this to-day as
readily as it was proved centuries ago.

Our Master said to every follower: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature!
... Heal the sick! . . . Love thy neighbor as thyself!” It was this theology of Jesus which healed the
sick and the sinning. It is his theology in this book and the spiritual meaning of this theology, which
heals the sick and causes the wicked to “forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.” It
was our Master's theology which the impious sought to destroy.

From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, over matter.
Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah, and Elisha.
The Christian era was ushered in with signs and wonders. Reforms have commonly been attended
with bloodshed and persecution, even when the end has been brightness and peace; but the present
new, yet old, reform in religious faith will teach men patiently and wisely to stem the tide of sectarian
bitterness, whenever it flows inward.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 217:15)

That scientific methods are superior to others, is seen by their effects. When you have once
conquered a diseased condition of the body through Mind, that condition never recurs, and you have
won a point in Science. When mentality gives rest to the body, the next toil will fatigue you less, for
you are working out the problem of being in divine metaphysics; and in proportion as you understand
the control which Mind has over so-called matter, you will be able to demonstrate this control. The
scientific and permanent remedy for fatigue is to learn the power of Mind over the body or any
illusion of physical weariness, and so destroy this illusion, for matter cannot be weary and heavy-
laden.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 321:19-15)

It was scientifically demonstrated that leprosy was a creation of mortal mind and not a condition of
matter, when Moses first put his hand into his bosom and drew it forth white as snow with the dread



disease, and presently restored his hand to its natural condition by the same simple process. God
had lessened Moses' fear by this proof in divine Science, and the inward voice became to him the
voice of God, which said: “It shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the
voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.” And so it was in the coming
centuries, when the Science of being was demonstrated by Jesus, who showed his students the
power of Mind by changing water into wine, and taught them how to handle serpents unharmed, to
heal the sick and cast out evils in proof of the supremacy of Mind.

When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a spiritual
basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall perceive
Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle. This must be the climax before harmonious and immortal
man is obtained and his capabilities revealed. It is highly important — in view of the immense work
to be accomplished before this recognition of divine Science can come — to turn our thoughts
towards divine Principle, that finite belief may be prepared to relinquish its error.

Man's wisdom finds no satisfaction in sin, since God has sentenced sin to suffer.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 384:30-30 (np))

Sickness, sin, and death must at length quail before the divine rights of intelligence, and then the
power of Mind over the entire functions and organs of the human system will be acknowledged. It is
proverbial that Florence Nightingale and other philanthropists engaged in humane labors have been
able to undergo without sinking fatigues and exposures which ordinary people could not endure. The
explanation lies in the support which they derived from the divine law, rising above the human. The
spiritual demand, quelling the material, supplies energy and endurance surpassing all other aids,
and forestalls the penalty which our beliefs would attach to our best deeds. Let us remember that the
eternal law of right, though it can never annul the law which makes sin its own executioner, exempts
man from all penalties but those due for wrong-doing.

Constant toil, deprivations, exposures, and all untoward conditions, if without sin, can be
experienced without suffering. Whatever it is your duty to do, you can do without harm to yourself. If
you sprain the muscles or wound the flesh, your remedy is at hand. Mind decides whether or not the
flesh shall be discolored, painful, swollen, and inflamed.

You say that you have not slept well or have overeaten. You are a law unto yourself. Saying this and
believing it, you will suffer in proportion to your belief and fear. Your sufferings are not the penalty for
having broken a law of matter, for it is a law of mortal mind which you have disobeyed. You say or
think, because you have partaken of salt fish, that you must be thirsty, and you are thirsty
accordingly, while the opposite belief would produce the opposite result.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 231:3-13 (np))

Unless an ill is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never conquered. If God destroys
not sin, sickness, and death, they are not destroyed in the mind of mortals, but seem to this so-
called mind to be immortal. What God cannot do, man need not attempt. If God heals not the sick,
they are not healed, for no lesser power equals the infinite All-power; but God, Truth, Life, Love,



does heal the sick through the prayer of the righteous.

If God makes sin, if good produces evil, if truth results in error, then Science and Christianity are
helpless; but there are no antagonistic powers nor laws, spiritual or material, creating and governing
man through perpetual warfare. God is not the author of mortal discords. Therefore we accept the
conclusion that discords have only a fabulous existence, are mortal beliefs which divine Truth and
Love destroy.

To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs man, is true
wisdom. To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the divine Science of being in man's
relation to God, — to doubt His government and distrust His omnipotent care. To hold yourself
superior to sickness and death is equally wise, and is in accordance with divine Science. To fear
them is impossible, when you fully apprehend God and know that they are no part of His creation.

Man, governed by his Maker, having no other Mind, — planted on the Evangelist's statement that “all
things were made by Him [the Word of God]; and without Him was not anything made that was
made,” — can triumph over sin, sickness, and death.

Many theories relative to God and man neither make man harmonious nor God lovable. The beliefs
we commonly entertain about happiness and life afford no scatheless and permanent evidence of
either. Security for the claims of harmonious and eternal being is found only in divine Science.

Scripture informs us that “with God all things are possible,” — all good is possible to Spirit; but our
prevalent theories practically deny this, and make healing possible only through matter. These
theories must be untrue, for the Scripture is true.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 31:4-2)

Jesus acknowledged no ties of the flesh. He said: “Call no man your father upon the earth: for one is
your Father, which is in heaven.” Again he asked: “Who is my mother, and who are my brethren,”
implying that it is they who do the will of his Father. We have no record of his calling any man by the
name of father. He recognized Spirit, God, as the only creator, and therefore as the Father of all.

First in the list of Christian duties, he taught his followers the healing power of Truth and Love. He
attached no importance to dead ceremonies. It is the living Christ, the practical Truth, which makes
Jesus “the resurrection and the life” to all who follow him in deed. Obeying his precious precepts, —
following his demonstration so far as we apprehend it, — we drink of his cup, partake of his bread,
are baptized with his purity; and at last we shall rest, sit down with him, in a full understanding of the
divine Principle which triumphs over death. For what says Paul? “As often as ye eat this bread, and
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.”

Referring to the materiality of the age, Jesus said: “The hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” Again, foreseeing the persecution which
would attend the Science of Spirit, Jesus said: “They shall put you out of the synagogues; yea, the
time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service; and these things will
they do unto you, because they have not known the Father nor me.”



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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