
Teaching 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 128, 234, 386 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Proverbs 3:1–13) 

My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments; For length of days, and long 

life, and peace, shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy 

neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in 

the sight of God and man. ¶ Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. ¶ Be not wise in thine 

own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy 

bones. Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy 

barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. ¶ My son, despise not the 

chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: For whom the LORD loveth he 

correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. ¶ Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 

and the man that getteth understanding. 

 

(Luke 9:1–6) 

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and 

to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. And he said 

unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; 

neither have two coats apiece. And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart. 

And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your 

feet for a testimony against them. And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the 

gospel, and healing every where. 

 



 

(Luke 5:17–26) 

And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of 

the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judæa, and Jerusalem: and 

the power of the Lord was present to heal them. ¶ And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which 

was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him. And when 

they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the 

housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. And when 

he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. And the scribes and the 

Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, 

but God alone? But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What 

reason ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up 

and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said 

unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. 

And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own 

house, glorifying God. And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear, 

saying, We have seen strange things to-day. 

 

 

(I Thessalonians 5:1–28) 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves 

know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, 

Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; 

and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you 

as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 

darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep 

sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, 

be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. For 

God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for 

us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. Wherefore comfort yourselves 

together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. And we beseech you, brethren, to know them 

which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them very 

highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort you, 



brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward 

all men. See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both 

among yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give 

thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not 

prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil. And 

the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 

preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who 

also will do it. Brethren, pray for us. Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss. I charge you by the Lord 

that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

Amen. 

 

 

(II Timothy 4:1–8) 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 

dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not 

endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 

itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But 

watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 

ministry. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a 

good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 

only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:10–16 (np)) 

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life;” “I and my Father are one.” This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine nature, 



the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority over sin, 

sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove what God is 

and what He does for man.  

 

A musician demonstrates the beauty of the music he teaches in order to show the learner the way by 

practice as well as precept. Jesus' teaching and practice of Truth involved such a sacrifice as makes 

us admit its Principle to be Love. This was the precious import of our Master's sinless career and of 

his demonstration of power over death. He proved by his deeds that Christian Science destroys 

sickness, sin, and death.  

 

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real being 

which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of religion and 

worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love. Jesus sent a message to 

John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question that the Christ had come: “Go your 

way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other 

words: Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that God is 

the power in the Messianic work.  

 

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with his 

scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if 

he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be 

destroyed. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 19:12–5) 

The Master forbore not to speak the whole truth, declaring precisely what would destroy sickness, 

sin, and death, although his teaching set households at variance, and brought to material beliefs not 

peace, but a sword.  

 

Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed, will 

help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner continues to pray 

and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — in the at-one-ment with God, — 

for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and enables man to do the will of 

wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the divine Principle of the teachings and 

practice of our Master have no part in God. If living in disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no 

security, although God is good.  

 

Jesus urged the commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” which may be 

rendered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal; thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life, 

— even God, good. He rendered “unto Cæsar the things which are Cæsar's; and unto God the 

things that are God's.” He at last paid no homage to forms of doctrine or to theories of man, but 

acted and spake as he was moved, not by spirits but by Spirit. 

 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 270:5–21) 

Matter and Mind are opposites. One is contrary to the other in its very nature and essence; hence 

both cannot be real. If one is real, the other must be unreal. Only by understanding that there is but 

one power, — not two powers, matter and Mind, — are scientific and logical conclusions reached. 

Few deny the hypothesis that intelligence, apart from man and matter, governs the universe; and it is 

generally admitted that this intelligence is the eternal Mind or divine Principle, Love.  

 

The prophets of old looked for something higher than the systems of their times; hence their 

foresight of the new dispensation of Truth. But they knew not what would be the precise nature of 

the teaching and demonstration of God, divine Mind, in His more infinite meanings, — the 

demonstration which was to destroy sin, sickness, and death, establish the definition of 

omnipotence, and maintain the Science of Spirit. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 348:26–350:5) 

I have never supposed the world would immediately witness the full fruitage of Christian Science, or 

that sin, disease, and death would not be believed for an indefinite time; but this I do aver, that, as a 

result of teaching Christian Science, ethics and temperance have received an impulse, health has 

been restored, and longevity increased. If such are the present fruits, what will the harvest be, when 

this Science is more generally understood?  

 

As Paul asked of the unfaithful in ancient days, so the rabbis of the present day ask concerning our 

healing and teaching, “Through breaking the law, dishonorest thou God?” We have the gospel, 

however, and our Master annulled material law by healing contrary to it. We propose to follow the 

Master's example. We should subordinate material law to spiritual law. Two essential points of 

Christian Science are, that neither Life nor man dies, and that God is not the author of sickness.  

 

The chief difficulty in conveying the teachings of divine Science accurately to human thought lies in 

this, that like all other languages, English is inadequate to the expression of spiritual conceptions 

and propositions, because one is obliged to use material terms in dealing with spiritual ideas. The 

elucidation of Christian Science lies in its spiritual sense, and this sense must be gained by its 

disciples in order to grasp the meaning of this Science. Out of this condition grew the prophecy 

concerning the Christian apostles, “They shall speak with new tongues.”  

 

Speaking of the things of Spirit while dwelling on a material plane, material terms must be generally 

employed. Mortal thought does not at once catch the higher meaning, and can do so only as thought 

is educated up to spiritual apprehension. To a certain extent this is equally true of all learning, even 

that which is wholly material.  

 

In Christian Science, substance is understood to be Spirit, while the opponents of Christian Science 

believe substance to be matter. They think of matter as something and almost the only thing, and of 

the things which pertain to Spirit as next to nothing, or as very far removed from daily experience. 

Christian Science takes exactly the opposite view. 

 

 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 448:26) 

If the student adheres strictly to the teachings of Christian Science and ventures not to break its 

rules, he cannot fail of success in healing. It is Christian Science to do right, and nothing short of 

right-doing has any claim to the name. To talk the right and live the wrong is foolish deceit, doing 

one's self the most harm. Fettered by sin yourself, it is difficult to free another from the fetters of 

disease. With your own wrists manacled, it is hard to break another's chains. A little leaven causes 

the whole mass to ferment. A grain of Christian Science does wonders for mortals, so omnipotent is 

Truth, but more of Christian Science must be gained in order to continue in well doing. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 454:14) 

He, who understands in a sufficient degree the Principle of Mind-healing, points out to his student 

error as well as truth, the wrong as well as the right practice. Love for God and man is the true 

incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right 

motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at 

the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form 

the perfect concept. Patience must “have her perfect work.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 455:17–15) 

The student, who receives his knowledge of Christian Science, or metaphysical healing, from a 

human teacher, may be mistaken in judgment and demonstration, but God cannot mistake. God 

selects for the highest service one who has grown into such a fitness for it as renders any abuse of 

the mission an impossibility. The All-wise does not bestow His highest trusts upon the unworthy. 

When He commissions a messenger, it is one who is spiritually near Himself. No person can misuse 

this mental power, if he is taught of God to discern it.  

 

This strong point in Christian Science is not to be overlooked, — that the same fountain cannot send 

forth both sweet waters and bitter. The higher your attainment in the Science of mental healing and 

teaching, the more impossible it will become for you intentionally to influence mankind adverse to its 

highest hope and achievement.  

 

Teaching or practising in the name of Truth, but contrary to its spirit or rules, is most dangerous 

quackery. Strict adherence to the divine Principle and rules of the scientific method has secured the 

only success of the students of Christian Science. This alone entitles them to the high standing 

which most of them hold in the community, a reputation experimentally justified by their efforts. 

Whoever affirms that there is more than one Principle and method of demonstrating Christian 

Science greatly errs, ignorantly or intentionally, and separates himself from the true conception of 

Christian Science healing and from its possible demonstration. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 458:11–31) 



It is anything but scientifically Christian to think of aiding the divine Principle of healing or of trying to 

sustain the human body until the divine Mind is ready to take the case. Divinity is always ready. 

Semper paratus is Truth's motto. Having seen so much suffering from quackery, the author desires 

to keep it out of Christian Science. The two-edged sword of Truth must turn in every direction to 

guard “the tree of life.”  

 

Sin makes deadly thrusts at the Christian Scientist as ritualism and creed are summoned to give 

place to higher law, but Science will ameliorate mortal malice. The Christianly scientific man reflects 

the divine law, thus becoming a law unto himself. He does violence to no man. Neither is he a false 

accuser. The Christian Scientist wisely shapes his course, and is honest and consistent in following 

the leadings of divine Mind. He must prove, through living as well as healing and teaching, that 

Christ's way is the only one by which mortals are radically saved from sin and sickness. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  



and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 

 


