Methods

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 39, 58, 85

THE BIBLE

(II Kings 4:8–27)
¶ And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she
constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat
bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which
passeth by us continually. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for
him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us,
that he shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber,
and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her,
she stood before him. And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us
with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the
captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people. And he said, What then is
to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. And he
said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. And he said, About this season,
according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God,
do not lie unto thine handmaid. And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha
had said unto her, according to the time of life. ¶ And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that
he went out to his father to the reapers. And he said unto his father, My head, my head. And he said
to a lad, Carry him to his mother. And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat
on her knees till noon, and then died. And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God,
and shut the door upon him, and went out. And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I
pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come
again. And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And
she said, It shall be well. Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and go forward;
slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee. So she went and came unto the man of God to mount
Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his
servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite: Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is
it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well.
And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near
to thrust her away. And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and the

LORD hath hid it from me, and hath not told me.

(Luke 8:26–39)
¶ And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. And when he went
forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no
clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell
down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God
most high? I beseech thee, torment me not. (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out
of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and
he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) And Jesus asked him, saying,
What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him. And they
besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. And there was there an herd
of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter
into them. And he suffered them. Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine:
and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. When they that fed
them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country. Then they
went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were
departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. They also
which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was healed. ¶ Then the
whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for
they were taken with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again. Now the man
out of whom the devils were departed besought him that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him
away, saying, Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. And
he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto
him.

(Mark 9:14–29)
¶ And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes
questioning with them. And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed,
and running to him saluted him. And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? And one of
the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit;
And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and
pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not. He
answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I
suffer you? bring him unto me. And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway
the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. And he asked his father, How
long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into the
fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and
help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And
straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine
unbelief. When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying
unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.
And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that
many said, He is dead. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. And when

he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? And
he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

(Luke 5:17–26)
And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of
the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judæa, and Jerusalem: and
the power of the Lord was present to heal them. ¶ And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which
was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him. And when
they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the
housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. And when
he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. And the scribes and the
Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins,
but God alone? But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What
reason ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up
and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said
unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.
And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own
house, glorifying God. And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear,
saying, We have seen strange things to-day.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 39:31–15)
Who will stop the practice of sin so long as he believes in the pleasures of sin? When mortals once
admit that evil confers no pleasure, they turn from it. Remove error from thought, and it will not
appear in effect. The advanced thinker and devout Christian, perceiving the scope and tendency of
Christian healing and its Science, will support them. Another will say: “Go thy way for this time; when
I have a convenient season I will call for thee.”

Divine Science adjusts the balance as Jesus adjusted it. Science removes the penalty only by first
removing the sin which incurs the penalty. This is my sense of divine pardon, which I understand to
mean God's method of destroying sin. If the saying is true, “While there's life there's hope,” its
opposite is also true, While there's sin there's doom. Another's suffering cannot lessen our own
liability.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 78:6–16 (np))
How unreasonable is the belief that we are wearing out life and hastening to death, and that at the
same time we are communing with immortality! If the departed are in rapport with mortality, or
matter, they are not spiritual, but must still be mortal, sinning, suffering, and dying. Then why look to
them — even were communication possible — for proofs of immortality, and accept them as
oracles? Communications gathered from ignorance are pernicious in tendency.

Spiritualism with its material accompaniments would destroy the supremacy of Spirit. If Spirit
pervades all space, it needs no material method for the transmission of messages. Spirit needs no
wires nor electricity in order to be omnipresent.

Spirit is not materially tangible. How then can it communicate with man through electric, material
effects? How can the majesty and omnipotence of Spirit be lost? God is not in the medley where
matter cares for matter, where spiritism makes many gods, and hypnotism and electricity are
claimed to be the agents of God's government.
Spirit blesses man, but man cannot “tell whence it cometh.” By it the sick are healed, the sorrowing
are comforted, and the sinning are reformed. These are the effects of one universal God, the
invisible good dwelling in eternal Science.
The act of describing disease — its symptoms, locality, and fatality — is not scientific. Warning
people against death is an error that tends to frighten into death those who are ignorant of Life as
God. Thousands of instances could be cited of health restored by changing the patient's thoughts
regarding death.

A scientific mental method is more sanitary than the use of drugs, and such a mental method
produces permanent health. Science must go over the whole ground, and dig up every seed of
error's sowing. Spiritualism relies upon human beliefs and hypotheses. Christian Science removes
these beliefs and hypotheses through the higher understanding of God, for Christian Science,
resting on divine Principle, not on material personalities, in its revelation of immortality, introduces
the harmony of being.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 85:15–32)

It is recorded that Jesus, as he once journeyed with his students, “knew their thoughts,” — read
them scientifically. In like manner he discerned disease and healed the sick. After the same method,
events of great moment were foretold by the Hebrew prophets. Our Master rebuked the lack of this
power when he said: “O ye hypocrites! ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the
signs of the times?”

Both Jew and Gentile may have had acute corporeal senses, but mortals need spiritual sense. Jesus
knew the generation to be wicked and adulterous, seeking the material more than the spiritual. His
thrusts at materialism were sharp, but needed. He never spared hypocrisy the sternest
condemnation. He said: “These ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The
great Teacher knew both cause and effect, knew that truth communicates itself but never imparts
error.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 112:3–8 (np))
Is there more than one school of Christian Science? Christian Science is demonstrable. There can,
therefore, be but one method in its teaching. Those who depart from this method forfeit their claims
to belong to its school, and they become adherents of the Socratic, the Platonic, the Spencerian, or
some other school. By this is meant that they adopt and adhere to some particular system of human
opinions. Although these opinions may have occasional gleams of divinity, borrowed from that truly
divine Science which eschews man-made systems, they nevertheless remain wholly human in their
origin and tendency and are not scientifically Christian.

From the infinite One in Christian Science comes one Principle and its infinite idea, and with this
infinitude come spiritual rules, laws, and their demonstration, which, like the great Giver, are “the
same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;” for thus are the divine Principle of healing and the Christidea characterized in the epistle to the Hebrews.

Any theory of Christian Science, which departs from what has already been stated and proved to be
true, affords no foundation upon which to establish a genuine school of this Science. Also, if any socalled new school claims to be Christian Science, and yet uses another author's discoveries without
giving that author proper credit, such a school is erroneous, for it inculcates a breach of that divine
commandment in the Hebrew Decalogue, “Thou shalt not steal.”

God is the Principle of divine metaphysics. As there is but one God, there can be but one divine
Principle of all Science; and there must be fixed rules for the demonstration of this divine Principle.
The letter of Science plentifully reaches humanity to-day, but its spirit comes only in small degrees.
The vital part, the heart and soul of Christian Science, is Love. Without this, the letter is but the dead
body of Science, — pulseless, cold, inanimate.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 178:32–25)
Whoever reaches the understanding of Christian Science in its proper signification will perform the
sudden cures of which it is capable; but this can be done only by taking up the cross and following
Christ in the daily life.

Science can heal the sick, who are absent from their healers, as well as those present, since space
is no obstacle to Mind. Immortal Mind heals what eye hath not seen; but the spiritual capacity to
apprehend thought and to heal by the Truth-power, is won only as man is found, not in selfrighteousness, but reflecting the divine nature.

Every medical method has its advocates. The preference of mortal mind for a certain method
creates a demand for that method, and the body then seems to require such treatment. You can
even educate a healthy horse so far in physiology that he will take cold without his blanket, whereas
the wild animal, left to his instincts, sniffs the wind with delight. The epizoötic is a humanly evolved
ailment, which a wild horse might never have.

Treatises on anatomy, physiology, and health, sustained by what is termed material law, are the
promoters of sickness and disease. It should not be proverbial, that so long as you read medical
works you will be sick.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 344:1–24)
It is objected to Christian Science that it claims God as the only absolute Life and Soul, and man to
be His idea, — that is, His image. It should be added that this is claimed to represent the normal,
healthful, and sinless condition of man in divine Science, and that this claim is made because the
Scriptures say that God has created man in His own image and after His likeness. Is it sacrilegious

to assume that God's likeness is not found in matter, sin, sickness, and death?

Were it more fully understood that Truth heals and that error causes disease, the opponents of a
demonstrable Science would perhaps mercifully withhold their misrepresentations, which harm the
sick; and until the enemies of Christian Science test its efficacy according to the rules which disclose
its merits or demerits, it would be just to observe the Scriptural precept, “Judge not.”
There are various methods of treating disease, which are not included in the commonly accepted
systems; but there is only one which should be presented to the whole world, and that is the
Christian Science which Jesus preached and practised and left to us as his rich legacy.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 106:15–29)
Let this age, which sits in judgment on Christian Science, sanction only such methods as are
demonstrable in Truth and known by their fruit, and classify all others as did St. Paul in his great
epistle to the Galatians, when he wrote as follows:
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have
also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.”

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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understanding and practicing the works of
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healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.
In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom,
we have Sunday in person Service and also right
here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday
School for young people up to the age of 20 is
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