
PURITY 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 15, 117, 371 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Genesis 17:1–9) 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I 

am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant between 

me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with 

him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of 

many nations have I made thee. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of 

thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and 

thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy 

seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 

stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. ¶ And God 

said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their 

generations. 

 

 

(Genesis 17:15–22) 

¶ And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 

shall her name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she 

shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and 

laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall 

Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before 

thee! And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: 

and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and 

will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. But 

my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next 

year. And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 

 

 



(Psalms 51:1–19) 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy 

tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 

only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 

speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make 

me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 

renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach 

transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 

O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open 

thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 

give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the 

walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt 

offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

 

 

(Luke 6:17–26) 

¶ And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his disciples, and a 

great multitude of people out of all Judæa and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, 

which came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases; And they that were vexed with unclean 

spirits: and they were healed. And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out 

of him, and healed them all. ¶ And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye 

poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed 

are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they 

shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for 

the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in 

heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets. But woe unto you that are rich! for 

ye have received your consolation. Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that 

laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so 

did their fathers to the false prophets. 

 

 

(Mark 7:1–23) 

Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem. 

And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, 

hands, they found fault. For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat 

not, holding the tradition of the elders. And when they come from the market, except they wash, they 

eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, 

and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables. Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not 

thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands? He 



answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This 

people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship 

me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, 

ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 

And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own 

tradition. For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, 

let him die the death: But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to 

say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. And ye suffer him no 

more to do aught for his father or his mother; Making the word of God of none effect through your 

tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye. ¶ And when he had called all the 

people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: There is 

nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of 

him, those are they that defile the man. If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. And when he was 

entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. And he saith 

unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from 

without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the 

belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? And he said, That which cometh out of the 

man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 

adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 

eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 15:25–6) 

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to God. Self-

forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not 

belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite blessings. 

Trustworthiness is the foundation of enlightened faith. Without a fitness for holiness, we cannot 

receive holiness.  

 

A great sacrifice of material things must precede this advanced spiritual understanding. The highest 

prayer is not one of faith merely; it is demonstration. Such prayer heals sickness, and must destroy 

sin and death. It distinguishes between Truth that is sinless and the falsity of sinful sense. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 7:8–26) 

Audible prayer is impressive; it gives momentary solemnity and elevation to thought. But does it 

produce any lasting benefit? Looking deeply into these things, we find that “a zeal . . . not according 

to knowledge” gives occasion for reaction unfavorable to spiritual growth, sober resolve, and 

wholesome perception of God's requirements. The motives for verbal prayer may embrace too much 

love of applause to induce or encourage Christian sentiment.  

 

Physical sensation, not Soul, produces material ecstasy and emotion. If spiritual sense always 



guided men, there would grow out of ecstatic moments a higher experience and a better life with 

more devout self-abnegation and purity. A self-satisfied ventilation of fervent sentiments never 

makes a Christian. God is not influenced by man. The “divine ear” is not an auditory nerve. It is the 

all-hearing and all-knowing Mind, to whom each need of man is always known and by whom it will be 

supplied. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 35:30) 

The design of Love is to reform the sinner. If the sinner's punishment here has been insufficient to 

reform him, the good man's heaven would be a hell to the sinner. They, who know not purity and 

affection by experience, can never find bliss in the blessed company of Truth and Love simply 

through translation into another sphere. Divine Science reveals the necessity of sufficient suffering, 

either before or after death, to quench the love of sin. To remit the penalty due for sin, would be for 

Truth to pardon error. Escape from punishment is not in accordance with God's government, since 

justice is the handmaid of mercy. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 28:9–21) 

While respecting all that is good in the Church or out of it, one's consecration to Christ is more on the 

ground of demonstration than of profession. In conscience, we cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and 

by understanding more of the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we are enabled to heal the 

sick and to triumph over sin.  

 

Neither the origin, the character, nor the work of Jesus was generally understood. Not a single 

component part of his nature did the material world measure aright. Even his righteousness and 

purity did not hinder men from saying: He is a glutton and a friend of the impure, and Beelzebub is 

his patron. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 322:26–27 (np)) 

The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our disappointments 

and ceaseless woes, turn us like tired children to the arms of divine Love. Then we begin to learn 

Life in divine Science. Without this process of weaning, “Canst thou by searching find out God?” It is 

easier to desire Truth than to rid one's self of error. Mortals may seek the understanding of Christian 

Science, but they will not be able to glean from Christian Science the facts of being without striving 

for them. This strife consists in the endeavor to forsake error of every kind and to possess no other 

consciousness but good.  

 

Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards 

righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of 

truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, 

and conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.  

 

In order to apprehend more, we must put into practice what we already know. We must recollect that 



Truth is demonstrable when understood, and that good is not understood until demonstrated. If 

“faithful over a few things,” we shall be made rulers over many; but the one unused talent decays 

and is lost. When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, they will 

be receptive of divine Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from material sense, 

removes thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to the contemplation of something 

better than disease or sin. The true idea of God gives the true understanding of Life and Love, robs 

the grave of victory, takes away all sin and the delusion that there are other minds, and destroys 

mortality. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 336:32–19 God) 

... God is individual and personal in a scientific sense, but not in any anthropomorphic sense. 

Therefore man, reflecting God, cannot lose his individuality; but as material sensation, or a soul in 

the body, blind mortals do lose sight of spiritual individuality. Material personality is not realism; it is 

not the reflection or likeness of Spirit, the perfect God. Sensualism is not bliss, but bondage. For true 

happiness, man must harmonize with his Principle, divine Love; the Son must be in accord with the 

Father, in conformity with Christ. According to divine Science, man is in a degree as perfect as the 

Mind that forms him. The truth of being makes man harmonious and immortal, while error is mortal 

and discordant.  

 

XXVI. Christian Science demonstrates that none but the pure in heart can see God, as the gospel 

teaches. In proportion to his purity is man perfect; and perfection is the order of celestial being which 

demonstrates Life in Christ, Life's spiritual ideal. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 272:19–20 (np)) 

It is the spiritualization of thought and Christianization of daily life, in contrast with the results of the 

ghastly farce of material existence; it is chastity and purity, in contrast with the downward tendencies 

and earthward gravitation of sensualism and impurity, which really attest the divine origin and 

operation of Christian Science. The triumphs of Christian Science are recorded in the destruction of 

error and evil, from which are propagated the dismal beliefs of sin, sickness, and death.  

 

The divine Principle of the universe must interpret the universe. God is the divine Principle of all that 

represents Him and of all that really exists. Christian Science, as demonstrated by Jesus, alone 

reveals the natural, divine Principle of Science.  

 

Matter and its claims of sin, sickness, and death are contrary to God, and cannot emanate from Him. 

There is no material truth. The physical senses can take no cognizance of God and spiritual Truth. 

Human belief has sought out many inventions, but not one of them can solve the problem of being 

without the divine Principle of divine Science. Deductions from material hypotheses are not scientific. 

They differ from real Science because they are not based on the divine law.  

 

Divine Science reverses the false testimony of the material senses, and thus tears away the 

foundations of error. Hence the enmity between Science and the senses, and the impossibility of 

attaining perfect understanding till the errors of sense are eliminated.  

 



The so-called laws of matter and of medical science have never made mortals whole, harmonious, 

and immortal. Man is harmonious when governed by Soul. Hence the importance of understanding 

the truth of being, which reveals the laws of spiritual existence. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 509:20–5) 

So-called mineral, vegetable, and animal substances are no more contingent now on time or 

material structure than they were when “the morning stars sang together.” Mind made the “plant of 

the field before it was in the earth.” The periods of spiritual ascension are the days and seasons of 

Mind's creation, in which beauty, sublimity, purity, and holiness — yea, the divine nature — appear 

in man and the universe never to disappear.  

 

Knowing the Science of creation, in which all is Mind and its ideas, Jesus rebuked the material 

thought of his fellow-countrymen: “Ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the 

signs of the times?” How much more should we seek to apprehend the spiritual ideas of God, than to 

dwell on the objects of sense! To discern the rhythm of Spirit and to be holy, thought must be purely 

spiritual. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


