GLORY

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 9, 65, 247

THE BIBLE

(Isaiah 60:1–5)
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee,
and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together,
they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then
thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.

(Genesis 9:12–17)
And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a
token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over
the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: And I will remember my covenant, which is
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a
flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon
the earth. And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established

between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.

(Psalms 90:1–17)
Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art
God. Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men. For a thousand years
in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night. Thou carriest them
away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. In the
morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth. For we are
consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled. Thou hast set our iniquities before thee,
our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we
spend our years as a tale that is told. The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut
off, and we fly away. Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy
wrath. So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. Return, O
LORD, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy servants. O satisfy us early with thy mercy;
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast
afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy
glory unto their children. And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the
work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

(John 8:12–32)
¶ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou
bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear
record of myself, yet my record is true; for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell
whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, my
judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law,
that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent
me beareth witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye
neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. These

words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his
hour was not yet come. Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and
shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself?
because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am
from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in
your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. Then said they unto him, Who
art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. I have
many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those
things which I have heard of him. They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. Then
said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and
that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent
me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. As he
spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If
ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 39:10)
The educated belief that Soul is in the body causes mortals to regard death as a friend, as a
stepping-stone out of mortality into immortality and bliss. The Bible calls death an enemy, and Jesus
overcame death and the grave instead of yielding to them. He was “the way.” To him, therefore,
death was not the threshold over which he must pass into living glory.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 26:1–18)
While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what he did for mortals, — treading
alone his loving pathway up to the throne of glory, in speechless agony exploring the way for us, —
yet Jesus spares us not one individual experience, if we follow his commands faithfully; and all have

the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration of his love, till all are
redeemed through divine Love.
The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: “I am the way, the truth, and
the life;” “I and my Father are one.” This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine nature,
the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority over sin,
sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove what God is
and what He does for man.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 42:9–2)
The “man of sorrows” was in no peril from salary or popularity. Though entitled to the homage of the
world and endorsed pre-eminently by the approval of God, his brief triumphal entry into Jerusalem
was followed by the desertion of all save a few friends, who sadly followed him to the foot of the
cross.

The resurrection of the great demonstrator of God's power was the proof of his final triumph over
body and matter, and gave full evidence of divine Science, — evidence so important to mortals. The
belief that man has existence or mind separate from God is a dying error. This error Jesus met with
divine Science and proved its nothingness. Because of the wondrous glory which God bestowed on
His anointed, temptation, sin, sickness, and death had no terror for Jesus. Let men think they had
killed the body! Afterwards he would show it to them unchanged. This demonstrates that in Christian
Science the true man is governed by God — by good, not evil — and is therefore not a mortal but an
immortal. Jesus had taught his disciples the Science of this proof. He was here to enable them to
test his still uncomprehended saying, “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also.”
They must understand more fully his Life-principle by casting out error, healing the sick, and raising
the dead, even as they did understand it after his bodily departure.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 322:14–324:6)
Man's wisdom finds no satisfaction in sin, since God has sentenced sin to suffer. The necromancy of
yesterday foreshadowed the mesmerism and hypnotism of to-day. The drunkard thinks he enjoys
drunkenness, and you cannot make the inebriate leave his besottedness, until his physical sense of

pleasure yields to a higher sense. Then he turns from his cups, as the startled dreamer who wakens
from an incubus incurred through the pains of distorted sense. A man who likes to do wrong —
finding pleasure in it and refraining from it only through fear of consequences — is neither a
temperate man nor a reliable religionist.

The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our disappointments
and ceaseless woes, turn us like tired children to the arms of divine Love. Then we begin to learn
Life in divine Science. Without this process of weaning, “Canst thou by searching find out God?” It is
easier to desire Truth than to rid one's self of error. Mortals may seek the understanding of Christian
Science, but they will not be able to glean from Christian Science the facts of being without striving
for them. This strife consists in the endeavor to forsake error of every kind and to possess no other
consciousness but good.

Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of
truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured,
and conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.

In order to apprehend more, we must put into practice what we already know. We must recollect that
Truth is demonstrable when understood, and that good is not understood until demonstrated. If
“faithful over a few things,” we shall be made rulers over many; but the one unused talent decays
and is lost. When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, they will
be receptive of divine Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from material sense,
removes thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to the contemplation of something
better than disease or sin. The true idea of God gives the true understanding of Life and Love, robs
the grave of victory, takes away all sin and the delusion that there are other minds, and destroys
mortality.
The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth
uttering itself. We are either turning away from this utterance, or we are listening to it and going up
higher. Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders thought
receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them
disappear, — this disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of sense and
self is a proof of progress. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 261:21–8)
Detach sense from the body, or matter, which is only a form of human belief, and you may learn the
meaning of God, or good, and the nature of the immutable and immortal. Breaking away from the
mutations of time and sense, you will neither lose the solid objects and ends of life nor your own
identity. Fixing your gaze on the realities supernal, you will rise to the spiritual consciousness of
being, even as the bird which has burst from the egg and preens its wings for a skyward flight.

We should forget our bodies in remembering good and the human race. Good demands of man
every hour, in which to work out the problem of being. Consecration to good does not lessen man's
dependence on God, but heightens it. Neither does consecration diminish man's obligations to God,
but shows the paramount necessity of meeting them. Christian Science takes naught from the
perfection of God, but it ascribes to Him the entire glory. By putting “off the old man with his deeds,”
mortals “put on immortality.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 312:31–22)
Jesus' spiritual origin and his demonstration of divine Principle richly endowed him and entitled him
to sonship in Science. He was the son of a virgin. The term Christ Jesus, or Jesus the Christ (to give
the full and proper translation of the Greek), may be rendered “Jesus the anointed,” Jesus the Godcrowned or the divinely royal man, as it is said of him in the first chapter of Hebrews: —

Therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee
With the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
With this agrees another passage in the same chapter, which refers to the Son as “the brightness of
His [God's] glory, and the express [expressed] image of His person [infinite Mind].” It is noteworthy
that the phrase “express image” in the Common Version is, in the Greek Testament, character.
Using this word in its higher meaning, we may assume that the author of this remarkable epistle
regarded Christ as the Son of God, the royal reflection of the infinite; and the cause given for the
exaltation of Jesus, Mary's son, was that he “loved righteousness and hated iniquity.” The passage
is made even clearer in the translation of the late George R. Noyes, D.D.: “Who, being a brightness

from His glory, and an image of His being.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 367:10–9)
This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not “for the loaves and fishes,” nor, like the Pharisee,
with the arrogance of rank and display of scholarship, but like Mary Magdalene, from the summit of
devout consecration, with the oil of gladness and the perfume of gratitude, with tears of repentance
and with those hairs all numbered by the Father.

A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his disciples, when he
said: “Ye are the salt of the earth.” “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid.” Let us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose not its saltness, and that this light be not hid, but
radiate and glow into noontide glory.
The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a “still, small voice,” through silent
utterances and divine anointing which quicken and increase the beneficial effects of Christianity. I
long to see the consummation of my hope, namely, the student's higher attainments in this line of
light.

Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in
goodness, error, Truth's opposite, has no might. Evil is but the counterpoise of nothingness. The
greatest wrong is but a supposititious opposite of the highest right. The confidence inspired by
Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error is a coward before Truth. Divine
Science insists that time will prove all this. Both truth and error have come nearer than ever before to
the apprehension of mortals, and truth will become still clearer as error is self-destroyed.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 325:10)
In Colossians (iii. 4) Paul writes: “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear [be manifested], then
shall ye also appear [be manifested] with him in glory.” When spiritual being is understood in all its
perfection, continuity, and might, then shall man be found in God's image. The absolute meaning of
the apostolic words is this: Then shall man be found, in His likeness, perfect as the Father,
indestructible in Life, “hid with Christ in God,” — with Truth in divine Love, where human sense hath

not seen man.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 473:26–15)
Jesus established what he said by demonstration, thus making his acts of higher importance than
his words. He proved what he taught. This is the Science of Christianity. Jesus proved the Principle,
which heals the sick and casts out error, to be divine. Few, however, except his students understood
in the least his teachings and their glorious proofs, — namely, that Life, Truth, and Love (the
Principle of this unacknowledged Science) destroy all error, evil, disease, and death.

The reception accorded to Truth in the early Christian era is repeated to-day. Whoever introduces
the Science of Christianity will be scoffed at and scourged with worse cords than those which cut the
flesh. To the ignorant age in which it first appears, Science seems to be a mistake, — hence the
misinterpretation and consequent maltreatment which it receives. Christian marvels (and marvel is
the simple meaning of the Greek word rendered miracle in the New Testament) will be
misunderstood and misused by many, until the glorious Principle of these marvels is gained.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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