OMNIPOTENCE

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 3, 80, 326

THE BIBLE

(Genesis 2:1-5)

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God
ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he
had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from
all his work which God created and made. { These are the generations of the heavens and of the
earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, And
every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the

LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground.

(Joshua 10:6-15)

9 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from thy
servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell
in the mountains are gathered together against us. So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the
people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valour. I And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear
them not: for | have delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee.
Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night. And the LORD
discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them

along the way that goeth up to Beth—horon, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it



came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth—horon, that the
LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more
which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword. § Then spake
Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of
Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the
valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged
themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. And there was no day like that
before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel.

1 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

(Mark 4:35-41)

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other
side. And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And
there were also with him other little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat
into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow:
and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? And they
feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the

sea obey him?

(John 5:17-47)

9 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and | work. Therefore the Jews sought the
more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father,
making himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto
you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things
that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For as the
Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the

Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men should honour



the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father
which hath sent him. Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life. Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath
he given to the Son to have life in himself; And hath given him authority to execute judgment also,
because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in
the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. | can of mine
own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my judgment is just; because | seek not mine own will,
but the will of the Father which hath sent me. If | bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.
There is another that beareth witness of me; and | know that the witness which he witnesseth of me
is true. Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But | receive not testimony from man:
but these things | say, that ye might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were
willing for a season to rejoice in his light. § But | have greater witness than that of John: for the works
which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that | do, bear witness of me, that the
Father hath sent me. And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye
have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. And ye have not his word abiding in
you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. { Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
| receive not honour from men. But | know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. | am come in
my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will
receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that
cometh from God only? Do not think that | will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he

wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?



SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 14:1-24)

If we are sensibly with the body and regard omnipotence as a corporeal, material person, whose ear
we would gain, we are not “absent from the body” and “present with the Lord” in the demonstration
of Spirit. We cannot “serve two masters.” To be “present with the Lord” is to have, not mere
emotional ecstasy or faith, but the actual demonstration and understanding of Life as revealed in
Christian Science. To be “with the Lord” is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely
governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in
nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in sickness, you
will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is controlled by spiritual Life,
Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: “He that believeth on me, the works
that | do shall he do also; . . . because | go unto my Father,” — [because the Ego is absent from the
body, and present with Truth and Love.] The Lord's Prayer is the prayer of Soul, not of material
sense.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 15:25)

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to God. Self-
forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not
belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite blessings.
Trustworthiness is the foundation of enlightened faith. Without a fitness for holiness, we cannot
receive holiness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 78:21-32)

Spirit is not materially tangible. How then can it communicate with man through electric, material
effects? How can the majesty and omnipotence of Spirit be lost? God is not in the medley where
matter cares for matter, where spiritism makes many gods, and hypnotism and electricity are
claimed to be the agents of God's government.

Spirit blesses man, but man cannot “tell whence it cometh.” By it the sick are healed, the sorrowing
are comforted, and the sinning are reformed. These are the effects of one universal God, the
invisible good dwelling in eternal Science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 109:28-7)

Jesus once said of his lessons: “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me. If any man will do His
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | speak of myself.” (John vii. 16,
17)



The three great verities of Spirit, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — Spirit possessing all
power, filling all space, constituting all Science, — contradict forever the belief that matter can be
actual. These eternal verities reveal primeval existence as the radiant reality of God's creation, in
which all that He has made is pronounced by His wisdom good.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 202:24-16)

Our beliefs about a Supreme Being contradict the practice growing out of them. Error abounds
where Truth should “much more abound.” We admit that God has almighty power, is “a very present
help in trouble;” and yet we rely on a drug or hypnotism to heal disease, as if senseless matter or
erring mortal mind had more power than omnipotent Spirit.

Common opinion admits that a man may take cold in the act of doing good, and that this cold may
produce fatal pulmonary disease; as though evil could overbear the law of Love, and check the
reward for doing good. In the Science of Christianity, Mind — omnipotence — has all-power, assigns
sure rewards to righteousness, and shows that matter can neither heal nor make sick, create nor
destroy.

If God were understood instead of being merely believed, this understanding would establish health.
The accusation of the rabbis, “He made himself the Son of God,” was really the justification of Jesus,
for to the Christian the only true spirit is Godlike. This thought incites to a more exalted worship and
self-abnegation. Spiritual perception brings out the possibilities of being, destroys reliance on aught
but God, and so makes man the image of his Maker in deed and in truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 228:25)

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other
power is to dishonor God. The humble Nazarene overthrew the supposition that sin, sickness, and
death have power. He proved them powerless. It should have humbled the pride of the priests, when
they saw the demonstration of Christianity excel the influence of their dead faith and ceremonies.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 225:5-22)

You may know when first Truth leads by the fewness and faithfulness of its followers. Thus it is that
the march of time bears onward freedom's banner. The powers of this world will fight, and will
command their sentinels not to let truth pass the guard until it subscribes to their systems; but
Science, heeding not the pointed bayonet, marches on. There is always some tumult, but there is a
rallying to truth's standard.

The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human power to
be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences, breathing the
omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and abolish the whipping-
post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did the breath of freedom



come from the cannon's mouth. Love is the liberator.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 318:5)

Corporeal senses define diseases as realities; but the Scriptures declare that God made all, even
while the corporeal senses are saying that matter causes disease and the divine Mind cannot or will
not heal it. The material senses originate and support all that is material, untrue, selfish, or debased.
They would put soul into soil, life into limbo, and doom all things to decay. We must silence this lie of
material sense with the truth of spiritual sense. We must cause the error to cease that brought the
belief of sin and death and would efface the pure sense of omnipotence.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 344:32—-20)

In the Bible the word Spirit is so commonly applied to Deity, that Spirit and God are often regarded
as synonymous terms; and it is thus they are uniformly used and understood in Christian Science.
As it is evident that the likeness of Spirit cannot be material, does it not follow that God cannot be in
His unlikeness and work through drugs to heal the sick? When the omnipotence of God is preached
and His absoluteness is set forth, Christian sermons will heal the sick.

It is sometimes said, in criticising Christian Science, that the mind which contradicts itself neither
knows itself nor what it is saying. It is indeed no small matter to know one's self; but in this volume of
mine there are no contradictory statements, — at least none which are apparent to those who
understand its propositions well enough to pass judgment upon them. One who understands
Christian Science can heal the sick on the divine Principle of Christian Science, and this practical
proof is the only feasible evidence that one does understand this Science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 453:29-13)

A Christian Scientist's medicine is Mind, the divine Truth that makes man free. A Christian Scientist
never recommends material hygiene, never manipulates. He does not trespass on the rights of mind
nor can he practise animal magnetism or hypnotism. It need not be added that the use of tobacco or
intoxicating drinks is not in harmony with Christian Science.

Teach your students the omnipotence of Truth, which illustrates the impotence of error. The
understanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-power destroys fear, and plants the feet in the true
path, — the path which leads to the house built without hands “eternal in the heavens.” Human hate
has no legitimate mandate and no kingdom. Love is enthroned. That evil or matter has neither
intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of absolute Christian Science, and this is the great truth which
strips all disguise from error.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 469:25-20)



We lose the high signification of omnipotence, when after admitting that God, or good, is
omnipresent and has all-power, we still believe there is another power, named evil. This belief that
there is more than one mind is as pernicious to divine theology as are ancient mythology and pagan
idolatry. With one Father, even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and with one Mind
and that God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist of Love and Truth, and have unity of
Principle and spiritual power which constitute divine Science. The supposed existence of more than
one mind was the basic error of idolatry. This error assumed the loss of spiritual power, the loss of
the spiritual presence of Life as infinite Truth without an unlikeness, and the loss of Love as ever
present and universal.

Divine Science explains the abstract statement that there is one Mind by the following self-evident
proposition: If God, or good, is real, then evil, the unlikeness of God, is unreal. And evil can only
seem to be real by giving reality to the unreal. The children of God have but one Mind. How can
good lapse into evil, when God, the Mind of man, never sins? The standard of perfection was
originally God and man. Has God taken down His own standard, and has man fallen?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 270:14)

The prophets of old looked for something higher than the systems of their times; hence their
foresight of the new dispensation of Truth. But they knew not what would be the precise nature of
the teaching and demonstration of God, divine Mind, in His more infinite meanings, — the
demonstration which was to destroy sin, sickness, and death, establish the definition of
omnipotence, and maintain the Science of Spirit.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 55:15-29)

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the healing
power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled.
The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his
earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit
and power of Christian healing.

In the words of St. John: “He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.”
This Comforter | understand to be Divine Science.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



