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... now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led
the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to
Horeb. ...

... ¶ And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I
should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Certainly I will be
with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: ...

And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. And he
said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and
Moses fled from before it. And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and
take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his
hand:

... the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and
came unto mount Hor.

¶ And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land
of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. And
the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water;
and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the
people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. ¶ Therefore the people
came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and
against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses
prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and
set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he
looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole,
and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent
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of brass, he lived.

Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that
Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. Twenty and five years old was
he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. ...

And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David
his father did. ¶ He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the
groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those
days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: ...

He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the
kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. For he clave to the LORD, and departed
not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the LORD commanded
Moses. And the LORD was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: ...

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered. And
when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that
these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the
devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And
saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall
give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the
glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall
down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the
devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. ...

... ¶ From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand. ...

... ¶ And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease
among the people.

¶ And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and
was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he
called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.
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And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified
God. And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus
had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which
men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath
day. The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you
on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?
And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo,
these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day? And when he had
said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all
the glorious things that were done by him.

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. ...

... no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the
Son of man which is in heaven. ¶ And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, ...

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. ...

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven. ¶ Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. ...

Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any
time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer,
and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out
thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. ...

... ¶ Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But I say unto you,
Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his
footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou
swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your
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communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of
evil.

¶ From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and be raised again the third day. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke
him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But he turned, and
said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in
due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are
accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. But the God of all grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

Do you say the time has not yet come in which to recognize Soul as substantial and
able to control the body? Remember Jesus, who nearly nineteen centuries ago
demonstrated the power of Spirit and said, “He that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do also,” and who also said, “But the hour cometh,
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and in truth.” “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation,”
said Paul.

The age’s
privilege

When the first symptoms of disease appear, dispute the testimony of the material
senses with divine Science. Let your higher sense of justice destroy the false process of
mortal opinions which you name law, and then you will not be confined to
a sick-room nor laid upon a bed of suffering in payment of the last
farthing, the last penalty demanded by error. “Agree with thine adversary
quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him.” Suffer no claim of sin or of sickness to
grow upon the thought. Dismiss it with an abiding conviction that it is illegitimate,
because you know that God is no more the author of sickness than He is of sin. You
have no law of His to support the necessity either of sin or sickness, but you have
divine authority for denying that necessity and healing the sick. “

Agree to disagree” with approaching symptoms of chronic or acute disease, whether it

Unnecessary
prostration

Treatment
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is cancer, consumption, or smallpox. Meet the incipient stages of disease
with as powerful mental opposition as a legislator would employ to defeat
the passage of an inhuman law. Rise in the conscious strength of the spirit
of Truth to overthrow the plea of mortal mind, alias matter, arrayed against the
supremacy of Spirit. Blot out the images of mortal thought and its beliefs in sickness
and sin. Then, when thou art delivered to the judgment of Truth, Christ, the judge will
say, “Thou art whole!”

Instead of blind and calm submission to the incipient or advanced stages of disease,
rise in rebellion against them. Banish the belief that you can possibly
entertain a single intruding pain which cannot be ruled out by the might of
Mind, and in this way you can prevent the development of pain in the body.
No law of God hinders this result. It is error to suffer for aught but your own sins.
Christ, or Truth, will destroy all other supposed suffering, and real suffering for your
own sins will cease in proportion as the sin ceases.

Justice is the moral signification of law. Injustice declares the absence of law. When
the body is supposed to say, “I am sick,” never plead guilty. Since matter
cannot talk, it must be mortal mind which speaks; therefore meet the
intimation with a protest. If you say, “I am sick,” you plead guilty. Then your
adversary will deliver you to the judge (mortal mind), and the judge will sentence you.
Disease has no intelligence to declare itself something and announce its name. Mortal
mind alone sentences itself. Therefore make your own terms with sickness, and be just
to yourself and to others.

Mentally contradict every complaint from the body, and rise to the true consciousness
of Life as Love, — as all that is pure, and bearing the fruits of Spirit. Fear is
the fountain of sickness, and you master fear and sin through divine Mind;
hence it is through divine Mind that you overcome disease. Only while fear
or sin remains can it bring forth death. To cure a bodily ailment, every broken moral
law should be taken into account and the error be rebuked. Fear, which is an element
of all disease, must be cast out to readjust the balance for God. Casting out evil and
fear enables truth to outweigh error. The only course is to take antagonistic grounds
against all that is opposed to the health, holiness, and harmony of man, God’s image.

Treatment
of disease

Righteous
rebellion

Contradict
error

Sin to be
overcome

ADVERSARY. An adversary is one who opposes, denies, disputes, not one who
constructs and sustains reality and Truth. Jesus said of the devil, “He was a murderer
from the beginning, . . . he is a liar and the father of it.” This view of Satan is
confirmed by the name often conferred upon him in Scripture, the “adversary.”

Mortal mind is ignorant of self, or it could never be self-deceived. If mortal mind knew
how to be better, it would be better. Since it must believe in something
besides itself, it enthrones matter as deity. The human mind has been an

Ignorant
idolatry
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idolater from the beginning, having other gods and believing in more than
the one Mind.

As mortals do not comprehend even mortal existence, how ignorant must they be of
the all-knowing Mind and of His creations.

Here you may see how so-called material sense creates its own forms of thought, gives
them material names, and then worships and fears them. With pagan blindness, it
attributes to some material god or medicine an ability beyond itself. The beliefs of the
human mind rob and enslave it, and then impute this result to another illusive
personification, named Satan.

DEVIL. Evil; a lie; error; neither corporeality nor mind; the opposite of Truth; a belief
in sin, sickness, and death; animal magnetism or hypnotism; the lust of the flesh,
which saith: “I am life and intelligence in matter. There is more than one mind, for I
am mind, — a wicked mind, self-made or created by a tribal god and put into the
opposite of mind, termed matter, thence to reproduce a mortal universe, including
man, not after the image and likeness of Spirit, but after its own image.”

Genesis iii. 1–3. Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the
Lord God [Jehovah] had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye
shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest
ye die.

Whence comes a talking, lying serpent to tempt the children of divine Love? The
serpent enters into the metaphor only as evil. We have nothing in the
animal kingdom which represents the species described, — a talking
serpent, — and should rejoice that evil, by whatever figure presented,
contradicts itself and has neither origin nor support in Truth and good. Seeing this, we
should have faith to fight all claims of evil, because we know that they are worthless
and unreal.

Mythical
serpent

This myth represents error as always asserting its superiority over truth, giving the lie
to divine Science and saying, through the material senses: “I can open your
eyes. I can do what God has not done for you. Bow down to me and have
another god. Only admit that I am real, that sin and sense are more
pleasant to the eyes than spiritual Life, more to be desired than Truth, and I shall
know you, and you will be mine.” Thus Spirit and flesh war.

Error’s
assumption
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The Hebrew Lawgiver, slow of speech, despaired of making the people understand
what should be revealed to him. When, led by wisdom to cast down his rod,
he saw it become a serpent, Moses fled before it; but wisdom bade him come
back and handle the serpent, and then Moses’ fear departed. In this incident
was seen the actuality of Science. Matter was shown to be a belief only. The serpent,
evil, under wisdom’s bidding, was destroyed through understanding divine Science,
and this proof was a staff upon which to lean. The illusion of Moses lost its power to
alarm him, when he discovered that what he apparently saw was really but a phase of
mortal belief.

Fear of the
serpent

overcome

In Egypt, it was Mind which saved the Israelites from belief in the plagues. In the
wilderness, streams flowed from the rock, and manna fell from the sky. The Israelites
looked upon the brazen serpent, and straightway believed that they were healed of the
poisonous stings of vipers. In national prosperity, miracles attended the successes of
the Hebrews; but when they departed from the true idea, their demoralization began.

Jesus uncovered and rebuked sin before he cast it out. Of a sick woman he said that
Satan had bound her, and to Peter he said, “Thou art an offence unto me.”
He came teaching and showing men how to destroy sin, sickness, and death.
He said of the fruitless tree, “[It] is hewn down.”

It is believed by many that a certain magistrate, who lived in the time of Jesus, left this
record: “His rebuke is fearful.” The strong language of our Master confirms this
description.

The only civil sentence which he had for error was, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Still
stronger evidence that Jesus’ reproof was pointed and pungent is found in his own
words, — showing the necessity for such forcible utterance, when he cast out devils
and healed the sick and sinning.

Divine
severity

The ordinary practitioner, examining bodily symptoms, telling the patient that he is
sick, and treating the case according to his physical diagnosis, would naturally induce
the very disease he is trying to cure, even if it were not already determined
by mortal mind. Such unconscious mistakes would not occur, if this old
class of philanthropists looked as deeply for cause and effect into mind as
into matter. The physician agrees with his “adversary quickly,” but upon different
terms than does the metaphysician; for the matter-physician agrees with the disease,
while the metaphysician agrees only with health and challenges disease.

Christian Science brings to the body the sunlight of Truth, which invigorates and

Metaphysics
challenges

physics

Truth an
alterative
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purifies. Christian Science acts as an alterative, neutralizing error with
Truth. It changes the secretions, expels humors, dissolves tumors, relaxes
rigid muscles, restores carious bones to soundness. The effect of this Science
is to stir the human mind to a change of base, on which it may yield to the harmony of
the divine Mind.

alterative


