JUSTICE

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 541, 590, 586

THE BIBLE
(Amos 5:4-15)

1 For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: But seek not
Beth—el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer—sheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity,
and Beth—el shall come to nought. Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the
house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be none to quench it in Beth—el. Ye who turn judgment to
wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth, Seek him that maketh the seven stars and
Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that
calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his
name: That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled shall come against the
fortress. They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly.
Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye
have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted pleasant vineyards,
but ye shall not drink wine of them. For | know your manifold transgressions, and your mighty sins:
they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right.
Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time. Seek good, and not evil,
that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. Hate the
evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of hosts

will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.



(Matthew 20:1-16)

For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the
morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny
a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right |
will give you. And they went their way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did
likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto
them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He
saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. So when
even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them
their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And when they came that were hired about the
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. But when the first came, they supposed that they
should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny. And when they had
received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, Saying, These last have wrought but
one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the
day. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, | do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with
me for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way: | will give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it
not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because | am good? So the last

shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

(Luke 15:25-32)

Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and
dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. And he said unto
him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him
safe and sound. And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and
entreated him. And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do | serve thee, neither
transgressed | at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that | might make
merry with my friends: But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and
all that | have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was

dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.



(Psalms 19:1-14)

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day
uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where
their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven,
and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The law of the
LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD
are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in
keeping of them there is great reward. Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret
faults. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me:
then shall | be upright, and | shall be innocent from the great transgression. Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my

redeemer.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 22:30)

Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves.
Revenge is inadmissible. Wrath which is only appeased is not destroyed, but partially indulged.
Wisdom and Love may require many sacrifices of self to save us from sin. One sacrifice, however
great, is insufficient to pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires constant self-immolation on the
sinner's part. That God's wrath should be vented upon His beloved Son, is divinely unnatural. Such a
theory is man-made. The atonement is a hard problem in theology, but its scientific explanation is,
that suffering is an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys, and that eventually both sin and
suffering will fall at the feet of everlasting Love.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 105:16-5)



When our laws eventually take cognizance of mental crime and no longer apply legal rulings wholly
to physical offences, these words of Judge Parmenter of Boston will become historic: “I see no
reason why metaphysics is not as important to medicine as to mechanics or mathematics.”

Whoever uses his developed mental powers like an escaped felon to commit fresh atrocities as
opportunity occurs is never safe. God will arrest him. Divine justice will manacle him. His sins will be
millstones about his neck, weighing him down to the depths of ignominy and death. The aggravation
of error foretells its doom, and confirms the ancient axiom: “Whom the gods would destroy, they first
make mad.”

The distance from ordinary medical practice to Christian Science is full many a league in the line of
light; but to go in healing from the use of inanimate drugs to the criminal misuse of human will-
power, is to drop from the platform of common manhood into the very mire of iniquity, to work
against the free course of honesty and justice, and to push vainly against the current running
heavenward.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 4:12-13 (np))

The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made manifest in the
blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in audible words, attest our
worthiness to be partakers of Love.

Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the longing to be better and
holier, expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of the divine character, will
mould and fashion us anew, until we awake in His likeness. We reach the Science of Christianity
through demonstration of the divine nature; but in this wicked world goodness will “be evil spoken
of,” and patience must bring experience.

Audible prayer can never do the works of spiritual understanding, which regenerates; but silent
prayer, watchfulness, and devout obedience enable us to follow Jesus' example. Long prayers,
superstition, and creeds clip the strong pinions of love, and clothe religion in human forms. Whatever
materializes worship hinders man's spiritual growth and keeps him from demonstrating his power
over error.

Sorrow for wrong-doing is but one step towards reform and the very easiest step. The next and great
step required by wisdom is the test of our sincerity, — namely, reformation. To this end we are
placed under the stress of circumstances. Temptation bids us repeat the offence, and woe comes in
return for what is done. So it will ever be, till we learn that there is no discount in the law of justice
and that we must pay “the uttermost farthing.” The measure ye mete “shall be measured to you
again,” and it will be full “and running over.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 542:1)

The belief of life in matter sins at every step. It incurs divine displeasure, and it would kill Jesus that
it might be rid of troublesome Truth. Material beliefs would slay the spiritual idea whenever and
wherever it appears. Though error hides behind a lie and excuses guilt, error cannot forever be



concealed. Truth, through her eternal laws, unveils error. Truth causes sin to betray itself, and sets
upon error the mark of the beast. Even the disposition to excuse guilt or to conceal it is punished.
The avoidance of justice and the denial of truth tend to perpetuate sin, invoke crime, jeopardize self-
control, and mock divine mercy.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 224:4-27)

As the crude footprints of the past disappear from the dissolving paths of the present, we shall better
understand the Science which governs these changes, and shall plant our feet on firmer ground.
Every sensuous pleasure or pain is self-destroyed through suffering. There should be painless
progress, attended by life and peace instead of discord and death.

In the record of nineteen centuries, there are sects many but not enough Christianity. Centuries ago
religionists were ready to hail an anthropomorphic God, and array His vicegerent with pomp and
splendor; but this was not the manner of truth's appearing. Of old the cross was truth's central sign,
and it is to-day. The modern lash is less material than the Roman scourge, but it is equally as
cutting. Cold disdain, stubborn resistance, opposition from church, state laws, and the press, are still
the harbingers of truth's full-orbed appearing.

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals in
sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open or close
the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of old to the
patriarch at noonday?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 538:3-22)

Truth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. Truth is a two-edged sword, guarding and
guiding. Truth places the cherub wisdom at the gate of understanding to note the proper guests.
Radiant with mercy and justice, the sword of Truth gleams afar and indicates the infinite distance
between Truth and error, between the material and spiritual, — the unreal and the real.

The sun, giving light and heat to the earth, is a figure of divine Life and Love, enlightening and
sustaining the universe. The “tree of life” is significant of eternal reality or being. The “tree of
knowledge” typifies unreality. The testimony of the serpent is significant of the illusion of error, of the
false claims that misrepresent God, good. Sin, sickness, and death have no record in the Elohistic
introduction of Genesis, in which God creates the heavens, earth, and man. Until that which
contradicts the truth of being enters into the arena, evil has no history, and evil is brought into view
only as the unreal in contradistinction to the real and eternal.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 293:13-18 (np))

The material so-called gases and forces are counterfeits of the spiritual forces of divine Mind, whose
potency is Truth, whose attraction is Love, whose adhesion and cohesion are Life, perpetuating the
eternal facts of being. Electricity is the sharp surplus of materiality which counterfeits the true



essence of spirituality or truth, — the great difference being that electricity is not intelligent, while
spiritual truth is Mind.

There is no vapid fury of mortal mind — expressed in earthquake, wind, wave, lightning, fire, bestial
ferocity — and this so-called mind is self-destroyed. The manifestations of evil, which counterfeit
divine justice, are called in the Scriptures, “The anger of the Lord.” In reality, they show the self-
destruction of error or matter and point to matter's opposite, the strength and permanency of Spirit.
Christian Science brings to light Truth and its supremacy, universal harmony, the entireness of God,
good, and the nothingness of evil.

The five physical senses are the avenues and instruments of human error, and they correspond with
error. These senses indicate the common human belief, that life, substance, and intelligence are a
unison of matter with Spirit. This is pantheism, and carries within itself the seeds of all error.

If man is both mind and matter, the loss of one finger would take away some quality and quantity of
the man, for matter and man would be one.

The belief that matter thinks, sees, or feels is not more real than the belief that matter enjoys and
suffers. This mortal belief, misnamed man, is error, saying: “Matter has intelligence and sensation.
Nerves feel. Brain thinks and sins. The stomach can make a man cross. Injury can cripple and
matter can kill man.” This verdict of the so-called material senses victimizes mortals, taught, as they
are by physiology and pathology, to revere false testimony, even the errors that are destroyed by
Truth through spiritual sense and Science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 104:13-21 (np))

Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action, and reveals the theodicy which indicates the
rightness of all divine action, as the emanation of divine Mind, and the consequent wrongness of the
opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism, necromancy, mesmerism, animal magnetism,
hypnotism.

The medicine of Science is divine Mind; and dishonesty, sensuality, falsehood, revenge, malice, are
animal propensities and by no means the mental qualities which heal the sick. The hypnotizer
employs one error to destroy another. If he heals sickness through a belief, and a belief originally
caused the sickness, it is a case of the greater error overcoming the lesser. This greater error
thereafter occupies the ground, leaving the case worse than before it was grasped by the stronger
error.

Our courts recognize evidence to prove the motive as well as the commission of a crime. Is it not
clear that the human mind must move the body to a wicked act? Is not mortal mind the murderer?
The hands, without mortal mind to direct them, could not commit a murder.

Courts and juries judge and sentence mortals in order to restrain crime, to prevent deeds of violence
or to punish them. To say that these tribunals have no jurisdiction over the carnal or mortal mind,
would be to contradict precedent and to admit that the power of human law is restricted to matter,
while mortal mind, evil, which is the real outlaw, defies justice and is recommended to mercy. Can
matter commit a crime? Can matter be punished? Can you separate the mentality from the body



over which courts hold jurisdiction? Mortal mind, not matter, is the criminal in every case; and human
law rightly estimates crime, and courts reasonably pass sentence, according to the motive.

When our laws eventually take cognizance of mental crime and no longer apply legal rulings wholly
to physical offences, these words of Judge Parmenter of Boston will become historic: “I see no
reason why metaphysics is not as important to medicine as to mechanics or mathematics.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 542:18)

“They that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” Let Truth uncover and destroy error in God's
own way, and let human justice pattern the divine. Sin will receive its full penalty, both for what it is
and for what it does. Justice marks the sinner, and teaches mortals not to remove the waymarks of
God. To envy's own hell, justice consigns the lie which, to advance itself, breaks God's
commandments.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 50:5)

The last supreme moment of mockery, desertion, torture, added to an overwhelming sense of the
magnitude of his work, wrung from Jesus' lips the awful cry, “My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”
This despairing appeal, if made to a human parent, would impugn the justice and love of a father
who could withhold a clear token of his presence to sustain and bless so faithful a son. The appeal
of Jesus was made both to his divine Principle, the God who is Love, and to himself, Love's pure
idea. Had Life, Truth, and Love forsaken him in his highest demonstration? This was a startling
guestion. No! They must abide in him and he in them, or that hour would be shorn of its mighty
blessing for the human race.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in



Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.
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