
GIVING 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 108, 150, 360 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(I Kings 17:1–16) 

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of 

Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my 

word. And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, 

and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of 

the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he went and did according unto 

the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the 

ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he 

drank of the brook. And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had 

been no rain in the land. ¶ And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to 

Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman 

there to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, 

behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I 

pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to 

her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As the LORD thy 

God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, 

behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat 

it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a 

little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the 

LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the 

day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. And she went and did according to the saying of 



Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, 

neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah. 

 

 

(John 10:1–18) 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up 

some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd 

of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep 

by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, 

and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 

from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they 

understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto them again, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves 

and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be 

saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, 

and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I 

am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, 

and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, 

and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is 

an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 

known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear 

my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. Therefore doth my Father love me, 

because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 

myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I 

received of my Father. 

 

 

(Revelation 10:1–11) 

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was 

upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: And he had in his 

hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, And 

cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their 



voices. And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a 

voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write 

them not. And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to 

heaven, And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that 

therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are 

therein, that there should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when 

he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants 

the prophets. And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take 

the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the 

earth. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, 

Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 

And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as 

honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy 

again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. 

 

 

(II Corinthians 9:6–15) 

But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 

shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 

grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 

abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good 

work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness 

remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and 

multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every 

thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the administration of 

this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings 

unto God; Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed 

subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 

And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be 

unto God for his unspeakable gift. 

 

 



SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 79:29) 

Mind-science teaches that mortals need “not be weary in well doing.” It dissipates fatigue in doing 

good. Giving does not impoverish us in the service of our Maker, neither does withholding enrich us. 

We have strength in proportion to our apprehension of the truth, and our strength is not lessened by 

giving utterance to truth. A cup of coffee or tea is not the equal of truth, whether for the inspiration of 

a sermon or for the support of bodily endurance. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 112:3–22) 

Is there more than one school of Christian Science? Christian Science is demonstrable. There can, 

therefore, be but one method in its teaching. Those who depart from this method forfeit their claims 

to belong to its school, and they become adherents of the Socratic, the Platonic, the Spencerian, or 

some other school. By this is meant that they adopt and adhere to some particular system of human 

opinions. Although these opinions may have occasional gleams of divinity, borrowed from that truly 

divine Science which eschews man-made systems, they nevertheless remain wholly human in their 

origin and tendency and are not scientifically Christian.  

 

From the infinite One in Christian Science comes one Principle and its infinite idea, and with this 

infinitude come spiritual rules, laws, and their demonstration, which, like the great Giver, are “the 

same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;” for thus are the divine Principle of healing and the Christ-

idea characterized in the epistle to the Hebrews. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 127:30–19) 

Christian Science eschews what is called natural science, in so far as this is built on the false 

hypotheses that matter is its own lawgiver, that law is founded on material conditions, and that these 

are final and overrule the might of divine Mind. Good is natural and primitive. It is not miraculous to 

itself.  

 

The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His government of the 

universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows that business men and cultured scholars have found 

that Christian Science enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of 

character, gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary 

capacity. The human mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes more elastic, is 

capable of greater endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less repose. A 

knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent abilities and possibilities of man. It extends 

the atmosphere of thought, giving mortals access to broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker 

into his native air of insight and perspicacity. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 206:15–31) 

In the scientific relation of God to man, we find that whatever blesses one blesses all, as Jesus 

showed with the loaves and the fishes, — Spirit, not matter, being the source of supply.  

 

Does God send sickness, giving the mother her child for the brief space of a few years and then 

taking it away by death? Is God creating anew what He has already created? The Scriptures are 

definite on this point, declaring that His work was finished, nothing is new to God, and that it was 

good.  

 

Can there be any birth or death for man, the spiritual image and likeness of God? Instead of God 

sending sickness and death, He destroys them, and brings to light immortality. Omnipotent and 

infinite Mind made all and includes all. This Mind does not make mistakes and subsequently correct 

them. God does not cause man to sin, to be sick, or to die. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 210:5–24) 

The Principle and proof of Christianity are discerned by spiritual sense. They are set forth in Jesus' 

demonstrations, which show — by his healing the sick, casting out evils, and destroying death, “the 

last enemy that shall be destroyed,” — his disregard of matter and its so-called laws.  

 

Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever manifested through man, the Master healed the 

sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the lame, thus bringing to light the scientific 

action of the divine Mind on human minds and bodies and giving a better understanding of Soul and 

salvation. Jesus healed sickness and sin by one and the same metaphysical process.  

 

The expression mortal mind is really a solecism, for Mind is immortal, and Truth pierces the error of 

mortality as a sunbeam penetrates the cloud. Because, in obedience to the immutable law of Spirit, 

this so-called mind is self-destructive, I name it mortal. Error soweth the wind and reapeth the 

whirlwind. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 234:1–16) 

Spiritual draughts heal, while material lotions interfere with truth, even as ritualism and creed hamper 

spirituality. If we trust matter, we distrust Spirit.  

 

Whatever inspires with wisdom, Truth, or Love — be it song, sermon, or Science — blesses the 

human family with crumbs of comfort from Christ's table, feeding the hungry and giving living waters 

to the thirsty.  

 

We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard against false beliefs as 

watchfully as we bar our doors against the approach of thieves and murderers. We should love our 

enemies and help them on the basis of the Golden Rule; but avoid casting pearls before those who 

trample them under foot, thereby robbing both themselves and others. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 265:23–5) 

Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The 

aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and Love. 

The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart. The pains of 

sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is spiritual.  

 

The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the 

affections from sense to Soul, where the creations of God are good, “rejoicing the heart.” Such is the 

sword of Science, with which Truth decapitates error, materiality giving place to man's higher 

individuality and destiny. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 407:6–20) 

Man's enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness, envy, hatred, and 

revenge — is conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every hour of delay makes the struggle more 

severe. If man is not victorious over the passions, they crush out happiness, health, and manhood. 

Here Christian Science is the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the weakness of mortal mind, — 

strength from the immortal and omnipotent Mind, — and lifting humanity above itself into purer 

desires, even into spiritual power and good-will to man.  

 

Let the slave of wrong desire learn the lessons of Christian Science, and he will get the better of that 

desire, and ascend a degree in the scale of health, happiness, and existence. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 470:11–5) 

Divine Science explains the abstract statement that there is one Mind by the following self-evident 

proposition: If God, or good, is real, then evil, the unlikeness of God, is unreal. And evil can only 

seem to be real by giving reality to the unreal. The children of God have but one Mind. How can 

good lapse into evil, when God, the Mind of man, never sins? The standard of perfection was 

originally God and man. Has God taken down His own standard, and has man fallen?  

 

God is the creator of man, and, the divine Principle of man remaining perfect, the divine idea or 

reflection, man, remains perfect. Man is the expression of God's being. If there ever was a moment 

when man did not express the divine perfection, then there was a moment when man did not 

express God, and consequently a time when Deity was unexpressed — that is, without entity. If man 

has lost perfection, then he has lost his perfect Principle, the divine Mind. If man ever existed without 

this perfect Principle or Mind, then man's existence was a myth.  

 

The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Science 

knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the divine order or spiritual law, in which God 

and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its eternal history. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 505:16–7) 

Spirit imparts the understanding which uplifts consciousness and leads into all truth. The Psalmist 

saith: “The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the 

sea.” Spiritual sense is the discernment of spiritual good. Understanding is the line of demarcation 

between the real and unreal. Spiritual understanding unfolds Mind, — Life, Truth, and Love, — and 

demonstrates the divine sense, giving the spiritual proof of the universe in Christian Science.  

 

This understanding is not intellectual, is not the result of scholarly attainments; it is the reality of all 

things brought to light. God's ideas reflect the immortal, unerring, and infinite. The mortal, erring, and 

finite are human beliefs, which apportion to themselves a task impossible for them, that of 

distinguishing between the false and the true. Objects utterly unlike the original do not reflect that 

original. Therefore matter, not being the reflection of Spirit, has no real entity. Understanding is a 

quality of God, a quality which separates Christian Science from supposition and makes Truth final. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 518:13) 

God gives the lesser idea of Himself for a link to the greater, and in return, the higher always 

protects the lower. The rich in spirit help the poor in one grand brotherhood, all having the same 

Principle, or Father; and blessed is that man who seeth his brother's need and supplieth it, seeking 

his own in another's good. Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality, and goodness, 

which shine through all as the blossom shines through the bud. All the varied expressions of God 

reflect health, holiness, immortality — infinite Life, Truth, and Love. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 



Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


