
Authority 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns  12, 370, 181 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Exodus 19:1–9) 

In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day 

came they into the wilderness of Sinai. For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to 

the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount. 

And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus 

shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; Ye have seen what I did unto the 

Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye 

will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 

above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 

nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. ¶ And Moses came 

and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which the LORD 

commanded him. And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we 

will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD. And the LORD said unto 

Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and 

believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD. 

 

 

(Psalms 19:1–14) 

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day 

uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where 

their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 

world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 

chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 

and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The law of the 

LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD 



are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 

sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in 

keeping of them there is great reward. Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret 

faults. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: 

then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. Let the words of my 

mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my 

redeemer. 

 

 

(Joshua 1:1–9) 

Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto 

Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go 

over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children 

of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said 

unto Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all 

the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. 

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so 

I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this 

people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 

Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, 

which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 

mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 

thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 

written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 

success. Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be 

thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

 

 

(Mark 1:21–28) 

And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, 

and taught. And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, 

and not as the scribes. And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried 

out, Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to 

destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold 

thy peace, and come out of him. And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud 

voice, he came out of him. And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among 

themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he 

even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him. And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout 

all the region round about Galilee. 

 

 

(Luke 7:11–17) 

¶ And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples 

went with him, and much people. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was 



a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the 

city was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep 

not. And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I 

say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his 

mother. And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up 

among us; and, That God hath visited his people. And this rumour of him went forth throughout all 

Judæa, and throughout all the region round about. 

 

 

(Mark 11:27–33) 

¶ And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him the 

chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these 

things? and who gave thee this authority to do these things? And Jesus answered and said unto 

them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do 

these things. The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me. And they reasoned 

with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him? 

But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a prophet 

indeed. And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto 

them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

 

 

(Luke 2:41–52) 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve 

years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the 

days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother 

knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they 

sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back 

again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the 

temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that 

heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were 

amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and 

I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 

must be about my Father's business? And they understood not the saying which he spake unto 

them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his 

mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 

with God and man. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 14:12–30) 

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in 

nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in sickness, you 

will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is controlled by spiritual Life, 

Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: “He that believeth on me, the works 

that I do shall he do also; . . . because I go unto my Father,” — [because the Ego is absent from the 

body, and present with Truth and Love.] The Lord's Prayer is the prayer of Soul, not of material 

sense.  

 

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life divine, revealing spiritual 

understanding and the consciousness of man's dominion over the whole earth. This understanding 

casts out error and heals the sick, and with it you can speak “as one having authority.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 26:1–18) 

While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what he did for mortals, — treading 

alone his loving pathway up to the throne of glory, in speechless agony exploring the way for us, — 

yet Jesus spares us not one individual experience, if we follow his commands faithfully; and all have 

the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration of his love, till all are 

redeemed through divine Love.  

 

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life;” “I and my Father are one.” This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine nature, 

the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority over sin, 

sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove what God is 

and what He does for man. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 126:8–31) 

All Science is divine. Human thought never projected the least portion of true being. Human belief 

has sought and interpreted in its own way the echo of Spirit, and so seems to have reversed it and 



repeated it materially; but the human mind never produced a real tone nor sent forth a positive 

sound.  

 

The point at issue between Christian Science on the one hand and popular theology on the other is 

this: Shall Science explain cause and effect as being both natural and spiritual? Or shall all that is 

beyond the cognizance of the material senses be called supernatural, and be left to the mercy of 

speculative hypotheses?  

 

I have set forth Christian Science and its application to the treatment of disease just as I have 

discovered them. I have demonstrated through Mind the effects of Truth on the health, longevity, and 

morals of men; and I have found nothing in ancient or in modern systems on which to found my own, 

except the teachings and demonstrations of our great Master and the lives of prophets and apostles. 

The Bible has been my only authority. I have had no other guide in “the straight and narrow way” of 

Truth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 168:15–28 (np)) 

Because man-made systems insist that man becomes sick and useless, suffers and dies, all in 

consonance with the laws of God, are we to believe it? Are we to believe an authority which denies 

God's spiritual command relating to perfection, — an authority which Jesus proved to be false? He 

did the will of the Father. He healed sickness in defiance of what is called material law, but in 

accordance with God's law, the law of Mind.  

 

I have discerned disease in the human mind, and recognized the patient's fear of it, months before 

the so-called disease made its appearance in the body. Disease being a belief, a latent illusion of 

mortal mind, the sensation would not appear if the error of belief was met and destroyed by truth.  

 

Here let a word be noticed which will be better understood hereafter, — chemicalization. By 

chemicalization I mean the process which mortal mind and body undergo in the change of belief 

from a material to a spiritual basis.  

 

Whenever an aggravation of symptoms has occurred through mental chemicalization, I have seen 

the mental signs, assuring me that danger was over, before the patient felt the change; and I have 

said to the patient, “You are healed,” — sometimes to his discomfiture, when he was incredulous. 



But it always came about as I had foretold.  

 

I name these facts to show that disease has a mental, mortal origin, — that faith in rules of health or 

in drugs begets and fosters disease by attracting the mind to the subject of sickness, by exciting fear 

of disease, and by dosing the body in order to avoid it. The faith reposed in these things should find 

stronger supports and a higher home. If we understood the control of Mind over body, we should put 

no faith in material means.  

 

Science not only reveals the origin of all disease as mental, but it also declares that all disease is 

cured by divine Mind. There can be no healing except by this Mind, however much we trust a drug or 

any other means towards which human faith or endeavor is directed. It is mortal mind, not matter, 

which brings to the sick whatever good they may seem to receive from materiality. But the sick are 

never really healed except by means of the divine power. Only the action of Truth, Life, and Love 

can give harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 267:8–32) 

It is generally conceded that God is Father, eternal, self-created, infinite. If this is so, the forever 

Father must have had children prior to Adam. The great I AM made all “that was made.” Hence man 

and the spiritual universe coexist with God.  

 

Christian Scientists understand that, in a religious sense, they have the same authority for the 

appellative mother, as for that of brother and sister. Jesus said: “For whosoever shall do the will of 

my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”  

 

When examined in the light of divine Science, mortals present more than is detected upon the 

surface, since inverted thoughts and erroneous beliefs must be counterfeits of Truth. Thought is 

borrowed from a higher source than matter, and by reversal, errors serve as waymarks to the one 

Mind, in which all error disappears in celestial Truth. The robes of Spirit are “white and glistering,” 

like the raiment of Christ. Even in this world, therefore, “let thy garments be always white.” “Blessed 

is the man that endureth [overcometh] temptation: for when he is tried, [proved faithful], he shall 

receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” (James i. 12.) 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 357:7–24) 

Jesus said of personified evil, that it was “a liar, and the father of it.” Truth creates neither a lie, a 

capacity to lie, nor a liar. If mankind would relinquish the belief that God makes sickness, sin, and 

death, or makes man capable of suffering on account of this malevolent triad, the foundations of 

error would be sapped and error's destruction ensured; but if we theoretically endow mortals with the 

creativeness and authority of Deity, how dare we attempt to destroy what He hath made, or even to 

deny that God made man evil and made evil good?  

 

History teaches that the popular and false notions about the Divine Being and character have 

originated in the human mind. As there is in reality but one God, one Mind, wrong notions about God 

must have originated in a false supposition, not in immortal Truth, and they are fading out. They are 

false claims, which will eventually disappear, according to the vision of St. John in the Apocalypse. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 393:4–4 (np)) 

The body seems to be self-acting, only because mortal mind is ignorant of itself, of its own actions, 

and of their results, — ignorant that the predisposing, remote, and exciting cause of all bad effects is 

a law of so-called mortal mind, not of matter. Mind is the master of the corporeal senses, and can 

conquer sickness, sin, and death. Exercise this God-given authority. Take possession of your body, 

and govern its feeling and action. Rise in the strength of Spirit to resist all that is unlike good. God 

has made man capable of this, and nothing can vitiate the ability and power divinely bestowed on 

man.  

 

Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in Science man reflects God's 

government. Have no fear that matter can ache, swell, and be inflamed as the result of a law of any 

kind, when it is self-evident that matter can have no pain nor inflammation. Your body would suffer 

no more from tension or wounds than the trunk of a tree which you gash or the electric wire which 

you stretch, were it not for mortal mind.  

 

When Jesus declares that “the light of the body is the eye,” he certainly means that light depends 

upon Mind, not upon the complex humors, lenses, muscles, the iris and pupil, constituting the visual 

organism.  

 

Man is never sick, for Mind is not sick and matter cannot be. A false belief is both the tempter and 



the tempted, the sin and the sinner, the disease and its cause. It is well to be calm in sickness; to be 

hopeful is still better; but to understand that sickness is not real and that Truth can destroy its 

seeming reality, is best of all, for this understanding is the universal and perfect remedy. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  



Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


