
FORGIVE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 49, 163, 352 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Genesis 45:1–11) 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every 

man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto 

his brethren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph 

said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; 

for they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray 

you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now 

therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me 

before you to preserve life. For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are 

five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to 

preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was 

not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 

house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto 

him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: 

And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, 

and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: And there will I 

nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou 

hast, come to poverty. 

 

 



(Luke 18:9–14) 

And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

despised others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a 

publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 

men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give 

tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 

unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man 

went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be 

abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

 

 

(Luke 17:1–6) 

Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, 

through whom they come! It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he 

cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. ¶ Take heed to yourselves: If 

thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass 

against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 

shalt forgive him. And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. And the Lord said, If ye 

had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by 

the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you. 

 

 

(Acts 9:10–22) 

¶ And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 

vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 

the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: 

for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his 

hand on him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of 

this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath authority from 

the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 

chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias went his way, 

and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 



that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy 

sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 

scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And when he had received 

meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 

And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. But all that heard 

him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in 

Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? 

But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 

proving that this is very Christ. 

 

 

(I Corinthians 13:1–13) 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 

sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 

mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 

have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 

my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is 

kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself 

unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 

rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 

Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 

shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we 

prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done 

away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 

became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to 

face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, 

hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 5:29–22) 

An apostle says that the Son of God [Christ] came to “destroy the works of the devil.” We should 

follow our divine Exemplar, and seek the destruction of all evil works, error and disease included. 

We cannot escape the penalty due for sin. The Scriptures say, that if we deny Christ, “he also will 

deny us.”  

 

Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms the 

sinner. God is not separate from the wisdom He bestows. The talents He gives we must improve. 

Calling on Him to forgive our work badly done or left undone, implies the vain supposition that we 

have nothing to do but to ask pardon, and that afterwards we shall be free to repeat the offence.  

 

To cause suffering as the result of sin, is the means of destroying sin. Every supposed pleasure in 

sin will furnish more than its equivalent of pain, until belief in material life and sin is destroyed. To 

reach heaven, the harmony of being, we must understand the divine Principle of being.  

 

“God is Love.” More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go. To 

suppose that God forgives or punishes sin according as His mercy is sought or unsought, is to 

misunderstand Love and to make prayer the safety-valve for wrong-doing. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 10:22) 

Experience teaches us that we do not always receive the blessings we ask for in prayer. There is 

some misapprehension of the source and means of all goodness and blessedness, or we should 

certainly receive that for which we ask. The Scriptures say: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye 

ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” That which we desire and for which we ask, it is 

not always best for us to receive. In this case infinite Love will not grant the request. Do you ask 

wisdom to be merciful and not to punish sin? Then “ye ask amiss.” Without punishment, sin would 

multiply. Jesus' prayer, “Forgive us our debts,” specified also the terms of forgiveness. When 

forgiving the adulterous woman he said, “Go, and sin no more.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 24:11–26) 

He to whom “the arm of the Lord” is revealed will believe our report, and rise into newness of life with 

regeneration. This is having part in the atonement; this is the understanding, in which Jesus suffered 

and triumphed. The time is not distant when the ordinary theological views of atonement will undergo 

a great change, — a change as radical as that which has come over popular opinions in regard to 

predestination and future punishment.  

 

Does erudite theology regard the crucifixion of Jesus chiefly as providing a ready pardon for all 

sinners who ask for it and are willing to be forgiven? Does spiritualism find Jesus' death necessary 



only for the presentation, after death, of the material Jesus, as a proof that spirits can return to 

earth? Then we must differ from them both. 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 21:25–17) 

Being in sympathy with matter, the worldly man is at the beck and call of error, and will be attracted 

thitherward. He is like a traveller going westward for a pleasure-trip. The company is alluring and the 

pleasures exciting. After following the sun for six days, he turns east on the seventh, satisfied if he 

can only imagine himself drifting in the right direction. By-and-by, ashamed of his zigzag course, he 

would borrow the passport of some wiser pilgrim, thinking with the aid of this to find and follow the 

right road.  

 

Vibrating like a pendulum between sin and the hope of forgiveness, — selfishness and sensuality 

causing constant retrogression, — our moral progress will be slow. Waking to Christ's demand, 

mortals experience suffering. This causes them, even as drowning men, to make vigorous efforts to 

save themselves; and through Christ's precious love these efforts are crowned with success.  

 

“Work out your own salvation,” is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh with you. 

“Occupy till I come!” Wait for your reward, and “be not weary in well doing.” If your endeavors are 

beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a 

sluggard in the race. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 339:1–19 The) 

The best sermon ever preached is Truth practised and demonstrated by the destruction of sin, 

sickness, and death. Knowing this and knowing too that one affection would be supreme in us and 

take the lead in our lives, Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters.”  

 

We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass 

away and “all things are become new.” Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all 

sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the superabundance of being is on the side of God, good.  

 

We cannot fill vessels already full. They must first be emptied. Let us disrobe error. Then, when the 

winds of God blow, we shall not hug our tatters close about us.  

 

The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love. Christian 

perfection is won on no other basis.  

 

Grafting holiness upon unholiness, supposing that sin can be forgiven when it is not forsaken, is as 

foolish as straining out gnats and swallowing camels.  

 

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and 

God's will must be universally done. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 201:1–5 (np)) 



 

 

... The destruction of sin is the divine method of pardon. Divine Life destroys death, Truth destroys 

error, and Love destroys hate. Being destroyed, sin needs no other form of forgiveness. Does not 

God's pardon, destroying any one sin, prophesy and involve the final destruction of all sin?  

 

XXXI. Since God is All, there is no room for His unlikeness. God, Spirit, alone created all, and called 

it good. Therefore evil, being contrary to good, is unreal, and cannot be the product of God. A sinner 

can receive no encouragement from the fact that Science demonstrates the unreality of evil, for the 

sinner would make a reality of sin, — would make that real which is unreal, and thus heap up “wrath 

against the day of wrath.” He is joining in a conspiracy against himself, — against his own 

awakening to the awful unreality by which he has been deceived. Only those, who repent of sin and 

forsake the unreal, can fully understand the unreality of evil. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 362:1–364:31) 

It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a 

certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the disciple. While they were at 

meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A “strange 

woman” came in. Heedless of the fact that she was debarred from such a place and such society, 

especially under the stern rules of rabbinical law, as positively as if she were a Hindoo pariah 

intruding upon the household of a high-caste Brahman, this woman (Mary Magdalene, as she has 

since been called) approached Jesus. According to the custom of those days, he reclined on a 

couch with his head towards the table and his bare feet away from it. It was therefore easy for the 

Magdalen to come behind the couch and reach his feet. She bore an alabaster jar containing costly 

and fragrant oil, — sandal oil perhaps, which is in such common use in the East. Breaking the 

sealed jar, she perfumed Jesus' feet with the oil, wiping them with her long hair, which hung loosely 

about her shoulders, as was customary with women of her grade.  

 

Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her compassionately. 

Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts, especially his host, — 

that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect the 

woman's immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a short story 

or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who were released 

from their obligations by their common creditor. “Which of them will love him most?” was the 

Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, “He to whom he forgave most.” Jesus 

approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it with that remarkable 

declaration to the woman, “Thy sins are forgiven.”  

 

Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? Had she repented and reformed, and did his 

insight detect this unspoken moral uprising? She bathed his feet with her tears before she anointed 

them with the oil. In the absence of other proofs, was her grief sufficient evidence to warrant the 

expectation of her repentance, reformation, and growth in wisdom? Certainly there was 

encouragement in the mere fact that she was showing her affection for a man of undoubted 

goodness and purity, who has since been rightfully regarded as the best man that ever trod this 

planet. Her reverence was unfeigned, and it was manifested towards one who was soon, though 



they knew it not, to lay down his mortal existence in behalf of all sinners, that through his word and 

works they might be redeemed from sensuality and sin.  

 

Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the Pharisee or the 

contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus answered by rebuking self-righteousness and 

declaring the absolution of the penitent. He even said that this poor woman had done what his rich 

entertainer had neglected to do, — wash and anoint his guest's feet, a special sign of Oriental 

courtesy.  

 

Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age. Do 

Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism and for 

personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave small reward in return for the 

spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If Christian Scientists are like Simon, then it 

must be said of them also that they love little.  

 

On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine repentance, by 

their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this woman? If so, then it 

may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much, because 

much is forgiven them. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


