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The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them.

... Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: And Enoch walked with
God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:
And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch walked
with God: and he was not; for God took him.

For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be
saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: ...

For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be
very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer
thee. And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction,
yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see
thy teachers: And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way,
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.

The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. And great
multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and
the whole multitude stood on the shore. And he spake many things unto them in
parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds
fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony
places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they
had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because
they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns
sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit,
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear. And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in
parables? He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to
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him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from
him shall be taken away even that he hath. Therefore speak I to them in parables:
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear,
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they
have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal
them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I
say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things
which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear and
have not heard them. ¶ Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one
heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked
one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received
seed by the way side. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he
that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself,
but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the
word, by and by he is offended. He also that received seed among the thorns is he that
heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the
word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into the good ground is
he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

¶ And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of
Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. And they bring unto him one
that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech him to put his
hand upon him. And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his
ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue; And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and
saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. And straightway his ears were opened,
and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. And he charged them that
they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much the more a great deal
they published it; And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all
things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.

¶ And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of
Dalmanutha. And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking
of him a sign from heaven, tempting him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith,
Why doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto you, There shall no sign
be given unto this generation. And he left them, and entering into the ship again
departed to the other side. ¶ Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither
had they in the ship with them more than one loaf. And he charged them, saying, Take
heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. And they
reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread. And when Jesus
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knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not
yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened? Having eyes, see ye not?
and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember? When I brake the five loaves
among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto
him, Twelve. And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of
fragments took ye up? And they said, Seven. And he said unto them, How is it that ye
do not understand?

And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation with the elders
and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and
delivered him to Pilate. ...

And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing. And
Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they
witness against thee. But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. ...

And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.

¶ Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. And she went and told them that
had been with him, as they mourned and wept. And they, when they had heard that he
was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. ¶ After that he appeared in another
form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country. And they went and
told it unto the residue: neither believed they them. ¶ Afterward he appeared unto the
eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of
heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And he
said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; ...

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent
said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
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fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the LORD
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. And
the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I
heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.
And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof
I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy�

Who is it that demands our obedience?

Corporeal sense defrauds and lies; it breaks all the commands of the Mosaic
Decalogue to meet its own demands. How then can this sense be the God-given
channel to man of divine blessings or understanding? How can man,
reflecting God, be dependent on material means for knowing, hearing,
seeing? Who dares to say that the senses of man can be at one time the
medium for sinning against God, at another the medium for obeying God? An
affirmative reply would contradict the Scripture, for the same fountain sendeth not
forth sweet waters and bitter.

Decalogue
disregarded

All human knowledge and material sense must be gained from the five corporeal
senses. Is this knowledge safe, when eating its first fruits brought death? “In
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,” was the prediction in
the story under consideration. ...

Knowledge and pleasure, evolved through material sense, produced the immediate
fruits of fear and shame. Ashamed before Truth, error shrank abashed from
the divine voice calling out to the corporeal senses. Its summons may be
thus paraphrased: “Where art thou, man? Is Mind in matter?

Progeny
cursed

Shame the
effect of sin

Is God’s image or likeness matter, or a mortal, sin, sickness, and death? Can matter
recognize Mind? Can infinite Mind recognize matter? Can the infinite dwell
in the finite or know aught unlike the infinite? Can Deity be known through
the material senses? Can the material senses, which receive no direct
evidence of Spirit, give correct testimony as to spiritual life, truth, and love?

The answer to all these questions must forever be in the negative.

The physical senses can obtain no proof of God. They can neither see Spirit through
the eye nor hear it through the ear, nor can they feel, taste, or smell Spirit.

Material
recognition
impossible

Our physical
insensibility
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Even the more subtile and misnamed material elements are beyond the
cognizance of these senses, and are known only by the effects commonly
attributed to them.

insensibility
to Spirit

We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false and
grasp the true. We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human
opinions are not spiritual. They come from the hearing of the ear, from corporeality
instead of from Principle, and from the mortal instead of from the immortal.

SERPENT (ophis, in Greek; nacash, in Hebrew). Subtlety; a lie; the opposite of Truth,
named error; the first statement of mythology and idolatry; the belief in more than
one God; animal magnetism; the first lie of limitation; finity; the first claim that there
is an opposite of Spirit, or good, termed matter, or evil; the first delusion that error
exists as fact; the first claim that sin, sickness, and death are the realities of life. The
first audible claim that God was not omnipotent and that there was another power,
named evil, which was as real and eternal as God, good.

Mortals think wickedly; consequently they are wicked. They think sickly thoughts, and
so become sick. If sin makes sinners, Truth and Love alone can unmake them. If a
sense of disease produces suffering and a sense of ease antidotes suffering, disease is
mental, not material. Hence the fact that the human mind alone suffers, is sick, and
that the divine Mind alone heals.

The life of Christ Jesus was not miraculous, but it was indigenous to his spirituality, —
the good soil wherein the seed of Truth springs up and bears much fruit.

In the soil of an “honest and good heart” the seed must be sown; else it
beareth not much fruit, for the swinish element in human nature uproots it.
Jesus said: “Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures.” The spiritual sense of
the Scriptures brings out the scientific sense, and is the new tongue referred to in the
last chapter of Mark’s Gospel.

Jesus’ parable of “the sower” shows the care our Master took not to impart to dull ears
and gross hearts the spiritual teachings which dulness and grossness could not accept.

Spirituality

of Scripture

EARS. Not organs of the so-called corporeal senses, but spiritual understanding.

Jesus said, referring to spiritual perception, “Having ears, hear ye not?” (Mark viii.
18.)
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Sound is a mental impression made on mortal belief. The ear does not really hear.
Divine Science reveals sound as communicated through the senses of Soul — through
spiritual understanding.

Mozart experienced more than he expressed. The rapture of his grandest symphonies
was never heard. He was a musician beyond what the world knew. This was
even more strikingly true of Beethoven, who was so long hopelessly deaf.
Mental melodies and strains of sweetest music supersede conscious sound.
Music is the rhythm of head and heart. Mortal mind is the harp of many strings,
discoursing either discord or harmony according as the hand, which sweeps over it, is
human or divine.

Before human knowledge dipped to its depths into a false sense of things, — into belief
in material origins which discard the one Mind and true source of being, — it is
possible that the impressions from Truth were as distinct as sound, and that they
came as sound to the primitive prophets. If the medium of hearing is wholly spiritual,
it is normal and indestructible.

If Enoch’s perception had been confined to the evidence before his material senses, he
could never have “walked with God,” nor been guided into the demonstration of life
eternal.

Music,
rhythm of
head and

heart

The corporeal senses can take no cognizance of spiritual reality and immortality.
Nerves have no more sensation, apart from what belief bestows upon them, than the
fibres of a plant. Mind alone possesses all faculties, perception, and comprehension.
Therefore mental endowments are not at the mercy of organization and
decomposition, — otherwise the very worms could unfashion man. If it were possible
for the real senses of man to be injured, Soul could reproduce them in all their
perfection; but they cannot be disturbed nor destroyed, since they exist in immortal
Mind, not in matter.

Sight, hearing, all the spiritual senses of man, are eternal. They cannot be lost. Their
reality and immortality are in Spirit and understanding, not in matter, —
hence their permanence. If this were not so, man would be speedily
annihilated. If the five corporeal senses were the medium through which to
understand God, then palsy, blindness, and deafness would place man in a terrible
situation, where he would be like those “having no hope, and without God in the
world;” but as a matter of fact, these calamities often drive mortals to seek and to find
a higher sense of happiness and existence.

Life is deathless. Life is the origin and ultimate of man, never attainable through

Permanent
sensibility

Exercise
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death, but gained by walking in the pathway of Truth both before and after
that which is called death. There is more Christianity in seeing and hearing
spiritually than materially. There is more Science in the perpetual exercise
of the Mind-faculties than in their loss. Lost they cannot be, while Mind remains. The
apprehension of this gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf centuries ago, and
it will repeat the wonder.

Exercise
of Mind-
faculties


