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Hymns: 359; 69; 221 

2023 ASH WEDNESDAY 

(Job 13:3) Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God. 
 

Psalms 102:9)  For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with 
weeping, 

 
(Job 42:1–6)   … I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be 
withholden from thee. Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? 
therefore have I uVered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which 
I knew not. Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and 
declare thou unto me. I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.                                        

 

(Malachi 3:1–3) Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even 
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith 
the LORD of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand 
when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: And he shall 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness. 
 

(Isaiah 57:14 Cast, 15, 20, 21)... Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the 
stumblingblock out of the way of my people. For thus saith the high and loay One 
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. ... But the wicked are like the 
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 
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(Jeremiah 50:6)  My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused 
them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone 
from mountain to hill, they have forgoVen their resbngplace. 
 

Add something? 

(MaVhew 11:1–30)And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of 
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in 
their cibes. Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent 
two of his disciples, And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we 
look for another? Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again 
those things which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be 
offended in me. ¶ And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the mulbtudes 
concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with 
the wind? But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soa raiment? behold, 
they that wear soa clothing are in kings' houses. But what went ye out for to see? 
A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet. For this is he, of whom it 
is wriVen, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee. Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there 
hath not risen a greater than John the Bapbst: notwithstanding he that is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from the days of John the Bapbst 
unbl now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by 
force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied unbl John. And if ye will receive 
it, this is Elias, which was for to come. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. ¶ But 
whereunto shall I liken this generabon? It is like unto children sifng in the markets, 
and calling unto their fellows, And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. For John came 
neither eabng nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. The Son of man came 
eabng and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluVonous, and a winebibber, a 
friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is jusbfied of her children. ¶ Then 
began he to upbraid the cibes wherein most of his mighty works were done, 
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because they repented not: Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! 
for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, It 
shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 
And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to 
hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in 
Sodom, it would have remained unbl this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. ¶ At 
that bme Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All 
things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him. ¶ Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. 
 

(Luke 15:3–10)¶ And he spake this parable unto them, saying, What man of you, 
having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and 
nine in the wilderness, and go aaer that which is lost, unbl he find it? And when he 
hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, 
he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just 
persons, which need no repentance. ¶ Either what woman having ten pieces of 
silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek 
diligently bll she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her 
neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I 
had lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth. 
 

ISA 61:1-3 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed 
me to preach good bdings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
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brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the capbves, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planbng of the LORD, that he might be glorified. 

 
(Hebrews 12:1, 2, 14) Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with pabence the race that is set before us, Looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God. ... 
 
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 

 

SCIENCE & HEALTH 

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine 
Truth, Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the 
Father, and for this we owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and 
collective. ... 
 
... Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine 
Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of 
matter, sin, and death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love. ... 
 
Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and 
deed, will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the 
sinner continues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — 
in the at-one-ment with God, — for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the 
heart and enables man to do the will of wisdom. 
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 18:1–6; 19:6, 17–24) 

... Since God is All, there is no room for His unlikeness. God, Spirit, alone created all, and 
called it good. Therefore evil, being contrary to good, is unreal, and cannot be the product of 
God. A sinner can receive no encouragement from the fact that Science demonstrates the 
unreality of evil, for the sinner would make a reality of sin, — would make that real which is 
unreal, and thus heap up “wrath against the day of wrath.” He is joining in a conspiracy 
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against himself, — against his own awakening to the awful unreality by which he has been 
deceived. Only those, who repent of sin and forsake the unreal, can fully understand the 
unreality of evil. 
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 339:7 Since) 

 
An improved belief cannot retrograde. When Christ changes a belief of sin or of sickness 
into a better belief, then belief melts into spiritual understanding, and sin, disease, and 
death disappear. Christ, Truth, gives mortals temporary food and clothing until the material, 
transformed with the ideal, disappears, and man is clothed and fed spiritually. St. Paul says, 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling:” Jesus said, “Fear not, little flock; for it 
is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” This truth is Christian Science. 
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p.442:19) 

Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their material 
beliefs and false individuality. It is only a question of time when “they shall all know Me 
[God], from the least of them unto the greatest.” Denial of the claims of matter is a great 
step towards the joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph over the body.  
 
There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It 
is to know no other reality — to have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and 
His reflection, and to rise superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses.  
 
Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us 
labor to dissolve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-
justification, and self-love, — which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin and death. 
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 242:1–20) 

Soul changeth not. We are commonly taught that there is a human soul which sins and is 
spiritually lost, — that soul may be lost, and yet be immortal. If Soul could sin, Spirit, Soul, 
would be flesh instead of Spirit. It is the belief of the flesh and of material sense which sins. 
If Soul sinned, Soul would die. Sin is the element of self-destruction, and spiritual death is 
oblivion. If there was sin in Soul, the annihilation of Spirit would be inevitable. The only Life 
is Spirit, and if Spirit should lose Life as God, good, then Spirit, which has no other 
existence, would be annihilated.  
 
Mind is God, and God is not seen by material sense, because Mind is Spirit, which material 
sense cannot discern. There is neither growth, maturity, nor decay in Soul. These changes 
are the mutations of material sense, the varying clouds of mortal belief, which hide the truth 
of being.  
 
What we term mortal mind or carnal mind, dependent on matter for manifestation, is not 
Mind. God is Mind: all that Mind, God, is, or hath made, is good, and He made all. Hence 
evil is not made and is not real.  
 
Soul is immortal because it is Spirit, which has no element of self-destruction. Is man lost 
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spiritually? No, he can only lose a sense material. All sin is of the flesh. It cannot be 
spiritual. Sin exists here or hereafter only so long as the illusion of mind in matter remains. It 
is a sense of sin, and not a sinful soul, which is lost. Evil is destroyed by the sense of good. 
... 
 
... Matter, sin, and mortality lose all supposed consciousness or claim to life or existence, as 
mortals lay off a false sense of life, substance, and intelligence. But the spiritual, eternal 
man is not touched by these phases of mortality. 
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 310:18–13 (to 2nd .); 
311:28) 

Healing the sick and reforming the sinner are one and the same thing in Christian Science. 
Both cures require the same method and are inseparable in Truth. Hatred, envy, dishonesty, 
fear, and so forth, make a man sick, and neither material medicine nor Mind can help him 
permanently, even in body, unless it makes him better mentally, and so delivers him from his 
destroyers. The basic error is mortal mind. Hatred inflames the brutal propensities. The 
indulgence of evil motives and aims makes any man, who is above the lowest type of 
manhood, a hopeless sufferer.  
 
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance 
with kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit 
with honesty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you would not cherish an army of 
conspirators against health, happiness, and success. They will deliver you to the judge, the 
arbiter of truth against error. The judge will deliver you to justice, and the sentence of the 
moral law will be executed upon mortal mind and body. Both will be manacled until the last 
farthing is paid, — until you have balanced your account with God. “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” The good man finally can overcome his fear of sin. This is 
sin's necessity, — to destroy itself. Immortal man demonstrates the government of God, 
good, in which is no power to sin.  
 
It were better to be exposed to every plague on earth than to endure the cumulative effects 
of a guilty conscience. The abiding consciousness of wrong-doing tends to destroy the 
ability to do right. 
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 404:26–25) 
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