
LORD 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 224, 45, 69 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Psalms 23:1–6) 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth 

me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 

name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 

art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 

of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

 

(Isaiah 7:10–16) 

¶ Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it 

either in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD. 

And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye 

weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he 

may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, 

and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. 

 

 

(Isaiah 45:1–13, 18–21) 

Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 

before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates 

shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces 

the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, 

and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy 



name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called 

thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. ¶ I am the LORD, and 

there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: That 

they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the 

LORD, and there is none else. I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I 

the LORD do all these things. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down 

righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up 

together; I the LORD have created it. Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd 

strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? 

or thy work, He hath no hands? Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to 

the woman, What hast thou brought forth? Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his 

Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands 

command ye me. I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched 

out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. I have raised him up in righteousness, and I 

will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor 

reward, saith the LORD of hosts. ... 

 

For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; 

he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and 

there is none else. I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed 

of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right. ¶ 

Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have 

no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save. Tell 

ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient 

time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a 

just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. 

 

 

(Matthew 17:1–13) 

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an 

high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his 

raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with 

him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us 

make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet 

spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, 

This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. And when the disciples heard it, 

they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and 

be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. And as 

they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the 

Son of man be risen again from the dead. And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the 

scribes that Elias must first come? And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first 

come, and restore all things. But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, 

but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 

Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 

 

 



(II Corinthians 4:14–18) 

Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present 

us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the 

thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For which cause we faint not; but though our 

outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but 

for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at 

the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 

temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

 

(Luke 24:1–12) 

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, 

bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. And they found the stone 

rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And 

it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining 

garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, 

Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto 

you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 

men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered his words, And returned 

from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary 

Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, 

which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they 

believed them not. Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the 

linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to 

pass. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 587:5) 

GOD. The great I AM; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-acting, all-wise, all-loving, and eternal; 

Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all substance; intelligence. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 23:21–19) 

In Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English, faith and the words corresponding thereto have these two 

definitions, trustfulness and trustworthiness. One kind of faith trusts one's welfare to others. Another 

kind of faith understands divine Love and how to work out one's “own salvation, with fear and 

trembling.” “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief!” expresses the helplessness of a blind faith; 

whereas the injunction, “Believe . . . and thou shalt be saved!” demands self-reliant trustworthiness, 



which includes spiritual understanding and confides all to God.  

 

The Hebrew verb to believe means also to be firm or to be constant. This certainly applies to Truth 

and Love understood and practised. Firmness in error will never save from sin, disease, and death.  

 

Acquaintance with the original texts, and willingness to give up human beliefs (established by 

hierarchies, and instigated sometimes by the worst passions of men), open the way for Christian 

Science to be understood, and make the Bible the chart of life, where the buoys and healing currents 

of Truth are pointed out.  

 

He to whom “the arm of the Lord” is revealed will believe our report, and rise into newness of life with 

regeneration. This is having part in the atonement; this is the understanding, in which Jesus suffered 

and triumphed. The time is not distant when the ordinary theological views of atonement will undergo 

a great change, — a change as radical as that which has come over popular opinions in regard to 

predestination and future punishment. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 38:10) 

Jesus said: “These signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 

shall recover.” Who believes him? He was addressing his disciples, yet he did not say, “These signs 

shall follow you,” but them — “them that believe” in all time to come. Here the word hands is used 

metaphorically, as in the text, “The right hand of the Lord is exalted.” It expresses spiritual power; 

otherwise the healing could not have been done spiritually. At another time Jesus prayed, not for the 

twelve only, but for as many as should believe “through their word.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 201:1–14 (np)) 

The best sermon ever preached is Truth practised and demonstrated by the destruction of sin, 

sickness, and death. Knowing this and knowing too that one affection would be supreme in us and 

take the lead in our lives, Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters.”  

 

We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass 

away and “all things are become new.” Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all 

sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the superabundance of being is on the side of God, good.  

 

We cannot fill vessels already full. They must first be emptied. Let us disrobe error. Then, when the 

winds of God blow, we shall not hug our tatters close about us.  

 

The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love. Christian 

perfection is won on no other basis.  

 

Grafting holiness upon unholiness, supposing that sin can be forgiven when it is not forsaken, is as 

foolish as straining out gnats and swallowing camels.  

 

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and 

God's will must be universally done.  



 

If men would bring to bear upon the study of the Science of Mind half the faith they bestow upon the 

so-called pains and pleasures of material sense, they would not go on from bad to worse, until 

disciplined by the prison and the scaffold; but the whole human family would be redeemed through 

the merits of Christ, — through the perception and acceptance of Truth. For this glorious result 

Christian Science lights the torch of spiritual understanding. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 241:1–22) 

“Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.” He, who knows God's will or the demands of divine Science 

and obeys them, incurs the hostility of envy; and he who refuses obedience to God, is chastened by 

Love.  

 

Sensual treasures are laid up “where moth and rust doth corrupt.” Mortality is their doom. Sin breaks 

in upon them, and carries off their fleeting joys. The sensualist's affections are as imaginary, 

whimsical, and unreal as his pleasures. Falsehood, envy, hypocrisy, malice, hate, revenge, and so 

forth, steal away the treasures of Truth. Stripped of its coverings, what a mocking spectacle is sin!  

 

The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of Spirit. Take away the spiritual 

signification of Scripture, and that compilation can do no more for mortals than can moonbeams to 

melt a river of ice. The error of the ages is preaching without practice.  

 

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing sickness 

and destroying sin. Our Master said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 134:21–10) 

The true Logos is demonstrably Christian Science, the natural law of harmony which overcomes 

discord, — not because this Science is supernatural or preternatural, nor because it is an infraction 

of divine law, but because it is the immutable law of God, good. Jesus said: “I knew that Thou 

hearest me always;” and he raised Lazarus from the dead, stilled the tempest, healed the sick, 

walked on the water. There is divine authority for believing in the superiority of spiritual power over 

material resistance.  

 

A miracle fulfils God's law, but does not violate that law. This fact at present seems more mysterious 

than the miracle itself. The Psalmist sang: “What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? Thou 

Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and ye little hills, like 

lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob.” The 

miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the Science of God's 

unchangeable law. Spiritual evolution alone is worthy of the exercise of divine power. 

 

 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 255:16–18 (np)) 

The human form, or physical finiteness, cannot be made the basis of any true idea of the infinite 

Godhead. Eye hath not seen Spirit, nor hath ear heard His voice.  

 

Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane 

of action, thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from the scholastic to the 

inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, 

is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and Mother of the universe, including man.  

 

The theory of three persons in one God (that is, a personal Trinity or Tri-unity) suggests polytheism, 

rather than the one ever-present I AM. “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord.”  

 

The everlasting I AM is not bounded nor compressed within the narrow limits of physical humanity, 

nor can He be understood aright through mortal concepts. The precise form of God must be of small 

importance in comparison with the sublime question, What is infinite Mind or divine Love? 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 275:20–16) 

Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and that 

Mind is God, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — that is, all power, all presence, all 

Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind.  

 

Our material human theories are destitute of Science. The true understanding of God is spiritual. It 

robs the grave of victory. It destroys the false evidence that misleads thought and points to other 

gods, or other so-called powers, such as matter, disease, sin, and death, superior or contrary to the 

one Spirit.  

 

Truth, spiritually discerned, is scientifically understood. It casts out error and heals the sick.  

 

Having one God, one Mind, unfolds the power that heals the sick, and fulfils these sayings of 

Scripture, “I am the Lord that healeth thee,” and “I have found a ransom.” When the divine precepts 

are understood, they unfold the foundation of fellowship, in which one mind is not at war with 

another, but all have one Spirit, God, one intelligent source, in accordance with the Scriptural 

command: “Let this Mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” Man and his Maker are 

correlated in divine Science, and real consciousness is cognizant only of the things of God.  

 

The realization that all inharmony is unreal brings objects and thoughts into human view in their true 

light, and presents them as beautiful and immortal. Harmony in man is as real and immortal as in 

music. Discord is unreal and mortal. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 323:28–325:29) 

The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth 

uttering itself. We are either turning away from this utterance, or we are listening to it and going up 

higher. Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders thought 



receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them 

disappear, — this disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of sense and 

self is a proof of progress. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”  

 

Unless the harmony and immortality of man are becoming more apparent, we are not gaining the 

true idea of God; and the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be Truth or error, understanding 

or belief, Spirit or matter. Therefore “acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace.” Be watchful, 

sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that God is the 

only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer sin, sickness, and death, either 

here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of Spirit, or life in God.  

 

Paul was not at first a disciple of Jesus but a persecutor of Jesus' followers. When the truth first 

appeared to him in Science, Paul was made blind, and his blindness was felt; but spiritual light soon 

enabled him to follow the example and teachings of Jesus, healing the sick and preaching 

Christianity throughout Asia Minor, Greece, and even in imperial Rome.  

 

Paul writes, “If Christ [Truth] be not risen, then is our preaching vain.” That is, if the idea of the 

supremacy of Spirit, which is the true conception of being, come not to your thought, you cannot be 

benefited by what I say.  

 

Jesus said substantially, “He that believeth in me shall not see death.” That is, he who perceives the 

true idea of Life loses his belief in death. He who has the true idea of good loses all sense of evil, 

and by reason of this is being ushered into the undying realities of Spirit. Such a one abideth in Life, 

— life obtained not of the body incapable of supporting life, but of Truth, unfolding its own immortal 

idea. Jesus gave the true idea of being, which results in infinite blessings to mortals.  

 

In Colossians (iii. 4) Paul writes: “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear [be manifested], then 

shall ye also appear [be manifested] with him in glory.” When spiritual being is understood in all its 

perfection, continuity, and might, then shall man be found in God's image. The absolute meaning of 

the apostolic words is this: Then shall man be found, in His likeness, perfect as the Father, 

indestructible in Life, “hid with Christ in God,” — with Truth in divine Love, where human sense hath 

not seen man.  

 

Paul had a clear sense of the demands of Truth upon mortals physically and spiritually, when he 

said: “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service.” But he, who is begotten of the beliefs of the flesh and serves them, can never reach in this 

world the divine heights of our Lord. The time cometh when the spiritual origin of man, the divine 

Science which ushered Jesus into human presence, will be understood and demonstrated. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 



 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


