INDIVIDUALITY

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 20, 83, 175

THE BIBLE
(Genesis 17:1-9)

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, |
am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And | will make my covenant between
me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with
him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of
many nations have | made thee. And | will make thee exceeding fruitful, and | will make nations of
thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And | will establish my covenant between me and thee and
thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee. And | will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be their God. {1 And God
said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their
generations.

(Deuteronomy 7:6—11)

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a
special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The LORD did not
set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye
were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the
oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know
therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy
with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; And repayeth them
that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay
him to his face. Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments,
which | command thee this day, to do them.



(Proverbs 31:10-31)

1 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth
safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the
days of her life. She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the
merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth
meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the
fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her
arms. She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. She layeth
her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the poor;
yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for
all her household are clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is
silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.
She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength and honour
are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in
her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the
bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.
Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is
vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands;
and let her own works praise her in the gates.

(Luke 1:26-38)

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,
To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's
name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his
saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her,
Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary
unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing | know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto
her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And,
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth
month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said,
Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from
her.

(John 1:1-14)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made



that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended it not. { There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him,
and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

(Romans 5:1-21)

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And
patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. For when we were yet
without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his
life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now
received the atonement. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin
is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that
was to come. But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many
be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ,
hath abounded unto many. And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was
by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. For if by one man's
offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the offence of one judgment
came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Moreover the law entered, that the offence might
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH




(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 18:1-11 (np))

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth, Life,
and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this
we owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did life's work aright
not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not to do
it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against the accredited
evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices, and he refuted all opponents with

his healing power.

The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine Principle of Christ is
God, and how can God propitiate Himself? Christ is Truth, which reaches no higher than itself. The
fountain can rise no higher than its source. Christ, Truth, could conciliate no nature above his own,
derived from the eternal Love. It was therefore Christ's purpose to reconcile man to God, not God to
man. Love and Truth are not at war with God's image and likeness. Man cannot exceed divine Love,
and so atone for himself. Even Christ cannot reconcile Truth to error, for Truth and error are
irreconcilable. Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine
Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin,

and death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 91:5-21)

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the divine Principle,

Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true spiritual growth.

It is difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science exposes his nothingness; but
the sooner error is reduced to its native nothingness, the sooner man's great reality will appear and
his genuine being will be understood. The destruction of error is by no means the destruction of

Truth or Life, but is the acknowledgment of them.

Absorbed in material selfhood we discern and reflect but faintly the substance of Life or Mind. The
denial of material selfhood aids the discernment of man's spiritual and eternal individuality, and
destroys the erroneous knowledge gained from matter or through what are termed the material

Senses.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 73:8-2)

The belief that one man, as spirit, can control another man, as matter, upsets both the individuality
and the Science of man, for man is image. God controls man, and God is the only Spirit. Any other
control or attraction of so-called spirit is a mortal belief, which ought to be known by its fruit, — the

repetition of evil.

If Spirit, or God, communed with mortals or controlled them through electricity or any other form of

matter, the divine order and the Science of omnipotent, omnipresent Spirit would be destroyed.

The belief that material bodies return to dust, hereafter to rise up as spiritual bodies with material
sensations and desires, is incorrect. Equally incorrect is the belief that spirit is confined in a finite,
material body, from which it is freed by death, and that, when it is freed from the material body, spirit

retains the sensations belonging to that body.

It is a grave mistake to suppose that matter is any part of the reality of intelligent existence, or that
Spirit and matter, intelligence and non-intelligence, can commune together. This error Science will
destroy. The sensual cannot be made the mouthpiece of the spiritual, nor can the finite become the
channel of the infinite. There is no communication between so-called material existence and spiritual

life which is not subject to death.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 117:1-23)

The term individuality is also open to objections, because an individual may be one of a series, one
of many, as an individual man, an individual horse; whereas God is One, — not one of a series, but

one alone and without an equal.

God is Spirit; therefore the language of Spirit must be, and is, spiritual. Christian Science attaches
no physical nature and significance to the Supreme Being or His manifestation; mortals alone do
this. God's essential language is spoken of in the last chapter of Mark's Gospel as the new tongue,

the spiritual meaning of which is attained through “signs following.”

Ear hath not heard, nor hath lip spoken, the pure language of Spirit. Our Master taught spirituality by



similitudes and parables. As a divine student he unfolded God to man, illustrating and demonstrating
Life and Truth in himself and by his power over the sick and sinning. Human theories are inadequate
to interpret the divine Principle involved in the miracles (marvels) wrought by Jesus and especially in

his mighty, crowning, unparalleled, and triumphant exit from the flesh.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 258:25-14)

Mortals have a very imperfect sense of the spiritual man and of the infinite range of his thought. To
him belongs eternal Life. Never born and never dying, it were impossible for man, under the

government of God in eternal Science, to fall from his high estate.

Through spiritual sense you can discern the heart of divinity, and thus begin to comprehend in
Science the generic term man. Man is not absorbed in Deity, and man cannot lose his individuality,
for he reflects eternal Life; nor is he an isolated, solitary idea, for he represents infinite Mind, the sum

of all substance.

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ
Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their poor
thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and dying.
The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect Principle and

idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and demonstration.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 265:23-19)

Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The
aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and Love.
The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart. The pains of

sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is spiritual.

The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the
affections from sense to Soul, where the creations of God are good, “rejoicing the heart.” Such is the
sword of Science, with which Truth decapitates error, materiality giving place to man's higher

individuality and destiny.



Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the time will come when you will
be solitary, left without sympathy; but this seeming vacuum is already filled with divine Love. When
this hour of development comes, even if you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual Love will
force you to accept what best promotes your growth. Friends will betray and enemies will slander,
until the lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for “man's extremity is God's opportunity.” The author has
experienced the foregoing prophecy and its blessings. Thus He teaches mortals to lay down their
fleshliness and gain spirituality. This is done through self-abnegation. Universal Love is the divine

way in Christian Science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 317:6-23)

Whosoever lives most the life of Jesus in this age and declares best the power of Christian Science,
will drink of his Master's cup. Resistance to Truth will haunt his steps, and he will incur the hatred of
sinners, till “wisdom is justified of her children.” These blessed benedictions rest upon Jesus'
followers: “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you;” “Lo, | am with you

alway,” — that is, not only in all time, but in all ways and conditions.

The individuality of man is no less tangible because it is spiritual and because his life is not at the
mercy of matter. The understanding of his spiritual individuality makes man more real, more
formidable in truth, and enables him to conquer sin, disease, and death. Our Lord and Master
presented himself to his disciples after his resurrection from the grave, as the self-same Jesus whom

they had loved before the tragedy on Calvary.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom,
we have Sunday in person Service and also right
here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday
School for young people up to the age of 20 is
back in church.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



