
Proof 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 524, 518, 532 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Daniel 6:3–27) 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in 

him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm. ¶ Then the presidents and princes sought 

to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; 

forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. Then said these men, 

We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law 

of his God. Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto 

him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the 

counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a 

firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O 

king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, 

that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. ¶ Now when Daniel knew that the writing 

was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, 

he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he 

did aforetime. Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before 

his God. Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast thou 

not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, 

save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is 

true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered they and 

said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not 

thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. Then 

the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel 

to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. Then these men 

assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and 

Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed. Then the king 

commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and 

said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. And a stone was 

brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the 



signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. ¶ Then the king went 

to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of music brought before him: 

and his sleep went from him. Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto 

the den of lions. And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and 

the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest 

continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 

My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch 

as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. Then 

was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the 

den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he 

believed in his God. ¶ And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused 

Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions 

had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the 

den. ¶ Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; 

Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble 

and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom 

that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He delivereth and 

rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from 

the power of the lions. 

 

 

(John 4:46–54) 

So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a certain 

nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judæa 

into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he 

was at the point of death. Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 

believe. The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith unto him, Go thy 

way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his 

way. And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 

Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at 

the seventh hour the fever left him. So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which 

Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house. This is again the 

second miracle that Jesus did, when he was come out of Judæa into Galilee. 

 

 

(Matthew 28:1–8) 

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for 

the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 

and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of 

him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the 

women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is 

risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that 

he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I 

have told you. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to 



bring his disciples word. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 45:6–31) 

Our Master fully and finally demonstrated divine Science in his victory over death and the grave. 

Jesus' deed was for the enlightenment of men and for the salvation of the whole world from sin, 

sickness, and death. Paul writes: “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 

[seeming] death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” Three days 

after his bodily burial he talked with his disciples. The persecutors had failed to hide immortal Truth 

and Love in a sepulchre.  

 

Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the door 

of human hope and faith, and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated 

them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle, Love.  

 

They who earliest saw Jesus after the resurrection and beheld the final proof of all that he had 

taught, misconstrued that event. Even his disciples at first called him a spirit, ghost, or spectre, for 

they believed his body to be dead. His reply was: “Spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 

have.” The reappearing of Jesus was not the return of a spirit. He presented the same body that he 

had before his crucifixion, and so glorified the supremacy of Mind over matter. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 51:6) 

Jesus could have withdrawn himself from his enemies. He had power to lay down a human sense of 

life for his spiritual identity in the likeness of the divine; but he allowed men to attempt the destruction 

of the mortal body in order that he might furnish the proof of immortal life. Nothing could kill this Life 

of man. Jesus could give his temporal life into his enemies' hands; but when his earth-mission was 

accomplished, his spiritual life, indestructible and eternal, was found forever the same. He knew that 

matter had no life and that real Life is God; therefore he could no more be separated from his 

spiritual Life than God could be extinguished. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 53:25–20) 

Jesus bore our sins in his body. He knew the mortal errors which constitute the material body, and 

could destroy those errors; but at the time when Jesus felt our infirmities, he had not conquered all 

the beliefs of the flesh or his sense of material life, nor had he risen to his final demonstration of 

spiritual power.  

 

Had he shared the sinful beliefs of others, he would have been less sensitive to those beliefs. 

Through the magnitude of his human life, he demonstrated the divine Life. Out of the amplitude of 

his pure affection, he defined Love. With the affluence of Truth, he vanquished error. The world 

acknowledged not his righteousness, seeing it not; but earth received the harmony his glorified 

example introduced.  

 

Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in Christ, 

the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or sin-filled 

human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus' intense human sacrifice. In witness of his divine 

commission, he presented the proof that Life, Truth, and Love heal the sick and the sinning, and 

triumph over death through Mind, not matter. This was the highest proof he could have offered of 

divine Love. His hearers understood neither his words nor his works. They would not accept his 

meek interpretation of life nor follow his example. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:28–16) 

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real being 

which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of religion and 

worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love. Jesus sent a message to 

John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question that the Christ had come: “Go your 

way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other 

words: Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that God is 

the power in the Messianic work.  

 

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with his 



scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if 

he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be 

destroyed. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 569:6) 

The Scripture, “Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many,” is 

literally fulfilled, when we are conscious of the supremacy of Truth, by which the nothingness of error 

is seen; and we know that the nothingness of error is in proportion to its wickedness. He that 

touches the hem of Christ's robe and masters his mortal beliefs, animality, and hate, rejoices in the 

proof of healing, — in a sweet and certain sense that God is Love. Alas for those who break faith 

with divine Science and fail to strangle the serpent of sin as well as of sickness! They are dwellers 

still in the deep darkness of belief. They are in the surging sea of error, not struggling to lift their 

heads above the drowning wave. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 345:10–5) 

It is sometimes said, in criticising Christian Science, that the mind which contradicts itself neither 

knows itself nor what it is saying. It is indeed no small matter to know one's self; but in this volume of 

mine there are no contradictory statements, — at least none which are apparent to those who 

understand its propositions well enough to pass judgment upon them. One who understands 

Christian Science can heal the sick on the divine Principle of Christian Science, and this practical 

proof is the only feasible evidence that one does understand this Science.  

 

Anybody, who is able to perceive the incongruity between God's idea and poor humanity, ought to 

be able to discern the distinction (made by Christian Science) between God's man, made in His 

image, and the sinning race of Adam.  

 

The apostle says: “For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 

himself.” This thought of human, material nothingness, which Science inculcates, enrages the carnal 

mind and is the main cause of the carnal mind's antagonism.  

 

It is not the purpose of Christian Science to “educate the idea of God, or treat it for disease,” as is 



alleged by one critic. I regret that such criticism confounds man with Adam. When man is spoken of 

as made in God's image, it is not sinful and sickly mortal man who is referred to, but the ideal man, 

reflecting God's likeness. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 546:23–8) 

Christian Science is dawning upon a material age. The great spiritual facts of being, like rays of light, 

shine in the darkness, though the darkness, comprehending them not, may deny their reality. The 

proof that the system stated in this book is Christianly scientific resides in the good this system 

accomplishes, for it cures on a divine demonstrable Principle which all may understand.  

 

If mathematics should present a thousand different examples of one rule, the proving of one 

example would authenticate all the others. A simple statement of Christian Science, if demonstrated 

by healing, contains the proof of all here said of Christian Science. If one of the statements in this 

book is true, every one must be true, for not one departs from the stated system and rule. You can 

prove for yourself, dear reader, the Science of healing, and so ascertain if the author has given you 

the correct interpretation of Scripture. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 380:22) 

Many years ago the author made a spiritual discovery, the scientific evidence of which has 

accumulated to prove that the divine Mind produces in man health, harmony, and immortality. 

Gradually this evidence will gather momentum and clearness, until it reaches its culmination of 

scientific statement and proof. Nothing is more disheartening than to believe that there is a power 

opposite to God, or good, and that God endows this opposing power with strength to be used 

against Himself, against Life, health, harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 341:11) 

In Christian Science mere opinion is valueless. Proof is essential to a due estimate of this subject. 

Sneers at the application of the word Science to Christianity cannot prevent that from being scientific 

which is based on divine Principle, demonstrated according to a divine given rule, and subjected to 



proof. The facts are so absolute and numerous in support of Christian Science, that 

misrepresentation and denunciation cannot overthrow it. Paul alludes to “doubtful disputations.” The 

hour has struck when proof and demonstration, instead of opinion and dogma, are summoned to the 

support of Christianity, “making wise the simple.” 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  



Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


