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A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.

He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: ...

¶ And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her:
yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of
her. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child
be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years
old, bear? ...

And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name
Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with
his seed after him.

And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in
the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by
him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed
himself toward the ground, And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight,
pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched,
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: And I will fetch a morsel of
bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye
come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. And Abraham hastened
into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal,
knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and
fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress
it. And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before
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them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. ¶ And they said unto
him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will
certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall
have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. Now Abraham
and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the
manner of women. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed
old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? And the LORD said unto Abraham,
Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? Is
any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee,
according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.

And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had
spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of
which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son that was born
unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.

For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulness is unto all
generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. They continue this day
according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants. Unless thy law had been my
delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction. I will never forget thy
precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me. ...

Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I do not forget thy law. Plead my cause,
and deliver me: quicken me according to thy word.

... Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the
prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot,
and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. And one went out into the field to
gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and
came and shred them into the pot of pottage: for they knew them not. So they poured
out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that
they cried out, and said, O thou man of God, there is death in the pot. And they could
not eat thereof. But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot; and he said,
Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot.

... Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the
old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. ...

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
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... Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
the people.

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, ...

... ¶ Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it
be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men.

¶ And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a man full of leprosy: who
seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst
make me clean. And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be thou
clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him. ...

... and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by him of their
infirmities. ¶ And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed. And it came to
pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the
law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judæa, and
Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them. ¶ And, behold, men
brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring
him in, and to lay him before him. And when they could not find by what way they
might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let
him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. And when he
saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. And the scribes and
the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who
can forgive sins, but God alone? But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he
answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say,
Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,)
I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. And
immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to
his own house, glorifying God.

In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of
people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples
first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For there is
nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known.
Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that
which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.
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¶ Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble
it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it
grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it. And
again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which a
woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants
things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto
his servant John: Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus
Christ, and of all things that he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time
is at hand.

... he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of
the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded
her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. ...

And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for
the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

Science and Health with Key to the Scritpures by Mary Baker Eddy

The Bible contains the recipe for all healing. “The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations.” Sin and sickness are both healed by the same
Principle. The tree is typical of man’s divine Principle, which is equal to
every emergency, offering full salvation from sin, sickness, and death.

The leaves
of healing

It is our ignorance of God, the divine Principle, which produces apparent
discord, and the right understanding of Him restores harmony.

Ultimate
harmony

ABRAHAM. Fidelity; faith in the divine Life and in the eternal Principle of being.

This patriarch illustrated the purpose of Love to create trust in good, and showed the
life-preserving power of spiritual understanding.
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JESUS. The highest human corporeal concept of the divine idea, rebuking and
destroying error and bringing to light man’s immortality.

The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of Spirit. Take away the
spiritual signification of Scripture, and that compilation can do no more for
mortals than can moonbeams to melt a river of ice.

Spirit
transforms

The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. — JESUS.

IN the year 1866, I discovered the Christ Science or divine laws of Life, Truth, and
Love, and named my discovery Christian Science. God had been graciously
preparing me during many years for the reception of this final revelation of
the absolute divine Principle of scientific mental healing.

This apodictical Principle points to the revelation of Immanuel, “God with us,” — the
sovereign ever-presence, delivering the children of men from every ill “that
flesh is heir to.” Through Christian Science, religion and medicine are
inspired with a diviner nature and essence; fresh pinions are given to faith
and understanding, and thoughts acquaint themselves intelligently with God.

Christian
Science

discovered

Mission of
Christian
Science

Jesus bade his disciples beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees,
which he defined as human doctrines. His parable of the “leaven, which a
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was
leavened,” impels the inference that the spiritual leaven signifies the Science
of Christ and its spiritual interpretation, — an inference far above the merely
ecclesiastical and formal applications of the illustration.

Did not this parable point a moral with a prophecy, foretelling the second appearing in
the flesh of the Christ, Truth, hidden in sacred secrecy from the visible world?

Ages pass, but this leaven of Truth is ever at work. It must destroy the entire mass of
error, and so be eternally glorified in man’s spiritual freedom.

In their spiritual significance, Science, Theology, and Medicine are means of divine
thought, which include spiritual laws emanating from the invisible and infinite power
and grace. The parable may import that these spiritual laws, perverted by a
perverse material sense of law, are metaphysically presented as three
measures of meal, — that is, three modes of mortal thought. In all mortal
forms of thought, dust is dignified as the natural status of men and things, and modes

Leaven
of Truth

The divine
and human
contrasted
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of material motion are honored with the name of laws. This continues until the leaven
of Spirit changes the whole of mortal thought, as yeast changes the chemical
properties of meal.

The definitions of material law, as given by natural science, represent a kingdom
necessarily divided against itself, because these definitions portray law as
physical, not spiritual. Therefore they contradict the divine decrees and
violate the law of Love, in which nature and God are one and the natural
order of heaven comes down to earth.

Certain
contradictions

A little leaven leavens the whole lump. A little understanding of Christian Science
proves the truth of all that I say of it. Because you cannot walk on the water
and raise the dead, you have no right to question the great might of divine
Science in these directions. Be thankful that Jesus, who was the true
demonstrator of Science, did these things, and left his example for us. In Science we
can use only what we understand. We must prove our faith by demonstration.

One should not tarry in the storm if the body is freezing, nor should he remain in the
devouring flames. Until one is able to prevent bad results, he should avoid their
occasion. To be discouraged, is to resemble a pupil in addition, who attempts to solve
a problem of Euclid, and denies the rule of the problem because he fails in his first
effort.

There is no hypocrisy in Science. Principle is imperative. You cannot mock it by
human will. Science is a divine demand, not a human. Always right, its
divine Principle never repents, but maintains the claim of Truth by
quenching error. The pardon of divine mercy is the destruction of error. If
men understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle
for recourse to the spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which
mortal mind is plunged, the more intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields
to Truth.

Imitation
of Jesus

Error
destroyed,

not pardoned

The same power which heals sin heals also sickness. This is “the beauty of holiness,”
that when Truth heals the sick, it casts out evils, and when Truth casts out
the evil called disease, it heals the sick.

Fear and
sickness
identical

Christian Science rises above the evidence of the corporeal senses; but if you have not
risen above sin yourself, do not congratulate yourself upon your blindness
to evil or upon the good you know and do not. A dishonest position is far
from Christianly scientific. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Try to leave on every
student’s mind the strong impress of divine Science, a high sense of the moral and

Truth’s
grand results
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spiritual qualifications requisite for healing, well knowing it to be impossible for error,
evil, and hate to accomplish the grand results of Truth and Love. The reception or
pursuit of instructions opposite to absolute Christian Science must always hinder
scientific demonstration.

If the student adheres strictly to the teachings of Christian Science and ventures not to
break its rules, he cannot fail of success in healing. It is Christian Science
to do right, and nothing short of right-doing has any claim to the name.
To talk the right and live the wrong is foolish deceit, doing one’s self the
most harm. Fettered by sin yourself, it is difficult to free another from the fetters of
disease. With your own wrists manacled, it is hard to break another’s chains. A little
leaven causes the whole mass to ferment. A grain of Christian Science does wonders
for mortals, so omnipotent is Truth, but more of Christian Science must be gained in
order to continue in well doing.

Adherence to
righteousness

In Isaiah we read: “I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;” but
the prophet referred to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its
utmost, when bringing it to the surface and reducing it to its common
denominator, nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be stirred in order to
purify the stream. In moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil, illusion, are
aggravated, we may think in our ignorance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but we
ought to know that God’s law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only that Truth
may annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin.

Cleansing
upheaval

Divine Science derives its sanction from the Bible, and the divine origin of Science is
demonstrated through the holy influence of Truth in healing sickness and
sin. This healing power of Truth must have been far anterior to the period in
which Jesus lived. It is as ancient as “the Ancient of days.” It lives through
all Life, and extends throughout all space.

Christian
Science as
old as God

The Scriptures are very sacred. Our aim must be to have them understood spiritually,
for only by this understanding can truth be gained. The true theory of the
universe, including man, is not in material history but in spiritual
development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, and mortal
theory of the universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal.

It is this spiritual perception of Scripture, which lifts humanity out of disease and
death and inspires faith. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come! . . . and whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely.” Christian Science separates error from truth, and
breathes through the sacred pages the spiritual sense of life, substance, and
intelligence. In this Science, we discover man in the image and likeness of
God. We see that man has never lost his spiritual estate and his eternal

True theory
of the

universe

Scriptural
perception
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