
CHARITY 2 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 178, 173, 265 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

 

(Matthew 6:1–4) 

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of 

them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in 

heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound 

a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of 

men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when 

thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right 

hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father 

which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. 

 

 



(Matthew 7:1–5, 7–12) 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye 

judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it 

shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the 

mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the 

beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy 

brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, 

behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first 

cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou 

see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. ... 

 

... ¶ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that 

asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 

knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, 

whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he 

ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, 

know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 

more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things 

to them that ask him? Therefore all things whatsoever ye 

would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for 

this is the law and the prophets. 

 



 

(John 21:12–19) 

Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the 

disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was 

the Lord. Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth 

them, and fish likewise. This is now the third time that Jesus 

shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from 

the dead. ¶ So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon 

Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? 

He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 

He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the 

second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith 

unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 

unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, 

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 

because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? 

And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 

knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my 

sheep. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, 

thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: 

but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 

hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 

thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what death 



he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he 

saith unto him, Follow me. 

 

 

(Mark 16:15–20) 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 

the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 

baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In 

my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 

new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 

any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands 

on the sick, and they shall recover. ¶ So then after the Lord 

had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and 

sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and 

preached every where, the Lord working with them, and 

confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 

 

 

(I Corinthians 13:1–13) 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and 

have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a 



tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 

understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I 

have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have 

not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods 

to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, 

and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity 

suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity 

vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself 

unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 

thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 

truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 

things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether 

there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 

tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it 

shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in 

part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which 

is in part shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a 

child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 

became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see 

through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 

part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. And now 

abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of 

these is charity. 



 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 8:10–4) 

If a man, though apparently fervent and prayerful, is impure 

and therefore insincere, what must be the comment upon 

him? If he reached the loftiness of his prayer, there would be 

no occasion for comment. If we feel the aspiration, humility, 

gratitude, and love which our words express, — this God 

accepts; and it is wise not to try to deceive ourselves or 

others, for “there is nothing covered that shall not be 

revealed.” Professions and audible prayers are like charity in 

one respect, — they “cover the multitude of sins.” Praying 

for humility with whatever fervency of expression does not 

always mean a desire for it. If we turn away from the poor, we 

are not ready to receive the reward of Him who blesses the 

poor. We confess to having a very wicked heart and ask that 

it may be laid bare before us, but do we not already know 

more of this heart than we are willing to have our neighbor 

see?  



 

We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection 

and purpose of the heart, for in this way only can we learn 

what we honestly are. If a friend informs us of a fault, do we 

listen patiently to the rebuke and credit what is said? Do we 

not rather give thanks that we are “not as other men”? 

During many years the author has been most grateful for 

merited rebuke. The wrong lies in unmerited censure, — in 

the falsehood which does no one any good. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 270:5–10 (np)) 

Matter and Mind are opposites. One is contrary to the other 

in its very nature and essence; hence both cannot be real. If 

one is real, the other must be unreal. Only by understanding 

that there is but one power, — not two powers, matter and 

Mind, — are scientific and logical conclusions reached. Few 

deny the hypothesis that intelligence, apart from man and 

matter, governs the universe; and it is generally admitted 

that this intelligence is the eternal Mind or divine Principle, 

Love.  



 

The prophets of old looked for something higher than the 

systems of their times; hence their foresight of the new 

dispensation of Truth. But they knew not what would be the 

precise nature of the teaching and demonstration of God, 

divine Mind, in His more infinite meanings, — the 

demonstration which was to destroy sin, sickness, and 

death, establish the definition of omnipotence, and maintain 

the Science of Spirit.  

 

The pride of priesthood is the prince of this world. It has 

nothing in Christ. Meekness and charity have divine 

authority. Mortals think wickedly; consequently they are 

wicked. They think sickly thoughts, and so become sick. If 

sin makes sinners, Truth and Love alone can unmake them. If 

a sense of disease produces suffering and a sense of ease 

antidotes suffering, disease is mental, not material. Hence 

the fact that the human mind alone suffers, is sick, and that 

the divine Mind alone heals.  

 

The life of Christ Jesus was not miraculous, but it was 

indigenous to his spirituality, — the good soil wherein the 

seed of Truth springs up and bears much fruit. Christ's 



Christianity is the chain of scientific being reappearing in all 

ages, maintaining its obvious correspondence with the 

Scriptures and uniting all periods in the design of God. 

Neither emasculation, illusion, nor insubordination exists in 

divine Science.  

 

Jesus instructed his disciples whereby to heal the sick 

through Mind instead of matter. He knew that the philosophy, 

Science, and proof of Christianity were in Truth, casting out 

all inharmony. 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 404:26–406:10) 

Healing the sick and reforming the sinner are one and the 

same thing in Christian Science. Both cures require the same 

method and are inseparable in Truth. Hatred, envy, 

dishonesty, fear, and so forth, make a man sick, and neither 

material medicine nor Mind can help him permanently, even 

in body, unless it makes him better mentally, and so delivers 

him from his destroyers. The basic error is mortal mind. 



Hatred inflames the brutal propensities. The indulgence of 

evil motives and aims makes any man, who is above the 

lowest type of manhood, a hopeless sufferer.  

 

Christian Science commands man to master the 

propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with kindness, to 

conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to 

overcome deceit with honesty. Choke these errors in their 

early stages, if you would not cherish an army of 

conspirators against health, happiness, and success. They 

will deliver you to the judge, the arbiter of truth against error. 

The judge will deliver you to justice, and the sentence of the 

moral law will be executed upon mortal mind and body. Both 

will be manacled until the last farthing is paid, — until you 

have balanced your account with God. “Whatsoever a man 

soweth, that shall he also reap.” The good man finally can 

overcome his fear of sin. This is sin's necessity, — to destroy 

itself. Immortal man demonstrates the government of God, 

good, in which is no power to sin.  

 

It were better to be exposed to every plague on earth than to 

endure the cumulative effects of a guilty conscience. The 

abiding consciousness of wrong-doing tends to destroy the 



ability to do right. If sin is not regretted and is not lessening, 

then it is hastening on to physical and moral doom. You are 

conquered by the moral penalties you incur and the ills they 

bring. The pains of sinful sense are less harmful than its 

pleasures. Belief in material suffering causes mortals to 

retreat from their error, to flee from body to Spirit, and to 

appeal to divine sources outside of themselves.  

 

The Bible contains the recipe for all healing. “The leaves of 

the tree were for the healing of the nations.” Sin and 

sickness are both healed by the same Principle. The tree is 

typical of man's divine Principle, which is equal to every 

emergency, offering full salvation from sin, sickness, and 

death. Sin will submit to Christian Science when, in place of 

modes and forms, the power of God is understood and 

demonstrated in the healing of mortals, both mind and body. 

“Perfect Love casteth out fear.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 447:12–25 (np)) 



Ignorance, subtlety, or false charity does not forever conceal 

error; evil will in time disclose and punish itself. The 

recuperative action of the system, when mentally sustained 

by Truth, goes on naturally. When sin or sickness — the 

reverse of harmony — seems true to material sense, impart 

without frightening or discouraging the patient the truth and 

spiritual understanding, which destroy disease. Expose and 

denounce the claims of evil and disease in all their forms, but 

realize no reality in them. A sinner is not reformed merely by 

assuring him that he cannot be a sinner because there is no 

sin. To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove 

the mask, point out the illusion, and thus get the victory over 

sin and so prove its unreality. The sick are not healed merely 

by declaring there is no sickness, but by knowing that there 

is none.  

 

A sinner is afraid to cast the first stone. He may say, as a 

subterfuge, that evil is unreal, but to know it, he must 

demonstrate his statement. To assume that there are no 

claims of evil and yet to indulge them, is a moral offence. 

Blindness and self-righteousness cling fast to iniquity. When 

the Publican's wail went out to the great heart of Love, it won 

his humble desire. Evil which obtains in the bodily senses, 



but which the heart condemns, has no foundation; but if evil 

is uncondemned, it is undenied and nurtured. Under such 

circumstances, to say that there is no evil, is an evil in itself. 

When needed tell the truth concerning the lie. Evasion of 

Truth cripples integrity, and casts thee down from the 

pinnacle.  

 

Christian Science rises above the evidence of the corporeal 

senses; but if you have not risen above sin yourself, do not 

congratulate yourself upon your blindness to evil or upon the 

good you know and do not. A dishonest position is far from 

Christianly scientific. “He that covereth his sins shall not 

prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 

have mercy.” Try to leave on every student's mind the strong 

impress of divine Science, a high sense of the moral and 

spiritual qualifications requisite for healing, well knowing it 

to be impossible for error, evil, and hate to accomplish the 

grand results of Truth and Love. The reception or pursuit of 

instructions opposite to absolute Christian Science must 

always hinder scientific demonstration. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 443:1–30 (np)) 

When the discoverer of Christian Science is consulted by her 

followers as to the propriety, advantage, and consistency of 

systematic medical study, she tries to show them that under 

ordinary circumstances a resort to faith in corporeal means 

tends to deter those, who make such a compromise, from 

entire confidence in omnipotent Mind as really possessing all 

power. While a course of medical study is at times severely 

condemned by some Scientists, she feels, as she always has 

felt, that all are privileged to work out their own salvation 

according to their light, and that our motto should be the 

Master's counsel, “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  

 

If patients fail to experience the healing power of Christian 

Science, and think they can be benefited by certain ordinary 

physical methods of medical treatment, then the Mind-

physician should give up such cases, and leave invalids free 

to resort to whatever other systems they fancy will afford 

relief. Thus such invalids may learn the value of the apostolic 

precept: “Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 

doctrine.” If the sick find these material expedients 

unsatisfactory, and they receive no help from them, these 



very failures may open their blind eyes. In some way, sooner 

or later, all must rise superior to materiality, and suffering is 

oft the divine agent in this elevation. “All things work 

together for good to them that love God,” is the dictum of 

Scripture.  

 

If Christian Scientists ever fail to receive aid from other 

Scientists, — their brethren upon whom they may call, — 

God will still guide them into the right use of temporary and 

eternal means. Step by step will those who trust Him find that 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble.”  

 

Students are advised by the author to be charitable and kind, 

not only towards differing forms of religion and medicine, but 

to those who hold these differing opinions. Let us be faithful 

in pointing the way through Christ, as we understand it, but 

let us also be careful always to “judge righteous judgment,” 

and never to condemn rashly. “Whosoever shall smite thee 

on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” That is, Fear 

not that he will smite thee again for thy forbearance. If 

ecclesiastical sects or medical schools turn a deaf ear to the 

teachings of Christian Science, then part from these 



opponents as did Abraham when he parted from Lot, and say 

in thy heart: “Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me 

and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we 

be brethren.” Immortals, or God's children in divine Science, 

are one harmonious family; but mortals, or the “children of 

men” in material sense, are discordant and ofttimes false 

brethren. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, p. 354:30) 

The opponents of divine Science must be charitable, if they 

would be Christian. If the letter of Christian Science appears 

inconsistent, they should gain the spiritual meaning of 

Christian Science, and then the ambiguity will vanish. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


