
IMMORTALITY 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 129, 145, 325 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(II Kings 2:1–11) 

And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah 

went with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath 

sent me to Beth–el. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 

leave thee. So they went down to Beth–el. And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth–el came 

forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy 

head to-day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry 

here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy 

soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were at 

Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master 

from thy head to-day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto 

him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, 

and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons of the 

prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle, 

and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they 

two went over on dry ground. ¶ And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto 

Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, 

let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: 

nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall 

not be so. And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a 

chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 

into heaven. 

 

 

(Psalms 139:1–24) 

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 

thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art 



acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it 

altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither 

shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 

behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness 

shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but 

the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast 

possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My substance 

was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the 

earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were 

written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. How precious 

also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are 

more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee. Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O 

God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine 

enemies take thy name in vain. Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved 

with those that rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any 

wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 

 

(Ecclesiastes 1:1–18) 

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, saith the 

Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh 

under the sun? One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth 

for ever. The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. 

The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and 

the wind returneth again according to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not 

full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again. All things are full of 

labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. The 

thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and 

there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it 

hath been already of old time, which was before us. There is no remembrance of former things; 

neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after. ¶ 

I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I gave my heart to seek and search out by 

wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the 

sons of man to be exercised therewith. I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, 

behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that 

which is wanting cannot be numbered. I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to 

great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: 

yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know 

wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit. For in much 

wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow. 

 

 



(Mark 4:30–32) 

¶ And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we 

compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the 

seeds that be in the earth: But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, 

and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. 

 

 

(Matthew 24:42–51) 

¶ Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the 

goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and 

would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour 

as ye think not the Son of man cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath 

made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his 

lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all 

his goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall 

begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant 

shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut 

him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. 

 

 

(Acts 1:6–9) 

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 

restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the 

seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 

Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judæa, 

and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when he had spoken these things, 

while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 81:17) 

Man in the likeness of God as revealed in Science cannot help being immortal. Though the grass 

seemeth to wither and the flower to fade, they reappear. Erase the figures which express number, 

silence the tones of music, give to the worms the body called man, and yet the producing, governing, 

divine Principle lives on, — in the case of man as truly as in the case of numbers and of music, — 

despite the so-called laws of matter, which define man as mortal. Though the inharmony resulting 

from material sense hides the harmony of Science, inharmony cannot destroy the divine Principle of 

Science. In Science, man's immortality depends upon that of God, good, and follows as a necessary 



consequence of the immortality of good. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 191:16–10 (to 2nd .)) 

The human thought must free itself from self-imposed materiality and bondage. It should no longer 

ask of the head, heart, or lungs: What are man's prospects for life? Mind is not helpless. Intelligence 

is not mute before non-intelligence.  

 

By its own volition, not a blade of grass springs up, not a spray buds within the vale, not a leaf 

unfolds its fair outlines, not a flower starts from its cloistered cell.  

 

The Science of being reveals man and immortality as based on Spirit. Physical sense defines mortal 

man as based on matter, and from this premise infers the mortality of the body.  

 

The illusive senses may fancy affinities with their opposites; but in Christian Science, Truth never 

mingles with error. Mind has no affinity with matter, and therefore Truth is able to cast out the ills of 

the flesh. Mind, God, sends forth the aroma of Spirit, the atmosphere of intelligence. The belief that a 

pulpy substance under the skull is mind is a mockery of intelligence, a mimicry of Mind.  

 

We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false and grasp the true. 

We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human opinions are not spiritual. They 

come from the hearing of the ear, from corporeality instead of from Principle, and from the mortal 

instead of from the immortal. Spirit is not separate from God. Spirit is God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 229:15–18 (np)) 

By universal consent, mortal belief has constituted itself a law to bind mortals to sickness, sin, and 

death. This customary belief is misnamed material law, and the individual who upholds it is mistaken 

in theory and in practice. The so-called law of mortal mind, conjectural and speculative, is made void 

by the law of immortal Mind, and false law should be trampled under foot.  

 

If God causes man to be sick, sickness must be good, and its opposite, health, must be evil, for all 

that He makes is good and will stand forever. If the transgression of God's law produces sickness, it 

is right to be sick; and we cannot if we would, and should not if we could, annul the decrees of 

wisdom. It is the transgression of a belief of mortal mind, not of a law of matter nor of divine Mind, 

which causes the belief of sickness. The remedy is Truth, not matter, — the truth that disease is 

unreal.  

 

If sickness is real, it belongs to immortality; if true, it is a part of Truth. Would you attempt with drugs, 

or without, to destroy a quality or condition of Truth? But if sickness and sin are illusions, the 

awakening from this mortal dream, or illusion, will bring us into health, holiness, and immortality. This 

awakening is the forever coming of Christ, the advanced appearing of Truth, which casts out error 

and heals the sick. This is the salvation which comes through God, the divine Principle, Love, as 

demonstrated by Jesus.  

 

It would be contrary to our highest ideas of God to suppose Him capable of first arranging law and 



causation so as to bring about certain evil results, and then punishing the helpless victims of His 

volition for doing what they could not avoid doing. Good is not, cannot be, the author of experimental 

sins. God, good, can no more produce sickness than goodness can cause evil and health occasion 

disease. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 246:27–18) 

Life is eternal. We should find this out, and begin the demonstration thereof. Life and goodness are 

immortal. Let us then shape our views of existence into loveliness, freshness, and continuity, rather 

than into age and blight.  

 

Acute and chronic beliefs reproduce their own types. The acute belief of physical life comes on at a 

remote period, and is not so disastrous as the chronic belief.  

 

I have seen age regain two of the elements it had lost, sight and teeth. A woman of eighty-five, 

whom I knew, had a return of sight. Another woman at ninety had new teeth, incisors, cuspids, 

bicuspids, and one molar. One man at sixty had retained his full set of upper and lower teeth without 

a decaying cavity.  

 

Beauty, as well as truth, is eternal; but the beauty of material things passes away, fading and fleeting 

as mortal belief. Custom, education, and fashion form the transient standards of mortals. Immortality, 

exempt from age or decay, has a glory of its own, — the radiance of Soul. Immortal men and women 

are models of spiritual sense, drawn by perfect Mind and reflecting those higher conceptions of 

loveliness which transcend all material sense. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 244:23) 

Man in Science is neither young nor old. He has neither birth nor death. He is not a beast, a 

vegetable, nor a migratory mind. He does not pass from matter to Mind, from the mortal to the 

immortal, from evil to good, or from good to evil. Such admissions cast us headlong into darkness 

and dogma. Even Shakespeare's poetry pictures age as infancy, as helplessness and decadence, 

instead of assigning to man the everlasting grandeur and immortality of development, power, and 

prestige. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 215:15–9) 

We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness to be 

only a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the appearance of 

reality. So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the suppositional absence of Life, God, and flee 

as phantoms of error before truth and love.  

 

With its divine proof, Science reverses the evidence of material sense. Every quality and condition of 

mortality is lost, swallowed up in immortality. Mortal man is the antipode of immortal man in origin, in 

existence, and in his relation to God.  



 

Because he understood the superiority and immortality of good, Socrates feared not the hemlock 

poison. Even the faith of his philosophy spurned physical timidity. Having sought man's spiritual 

state, he recognized the immortality of man. The ignorance and malice of the age would have killed 

the venerable philosopher because of his faith in Soul and his indifference to the body.  

 

Who shall say that man is alive to-day, but may be dead to-morrow? What has touched Life, God, to 

such strange issues? Here theories cease, and Science unveils the mystery and solves the problem 

of man. Error bites the heel of truth, but cannot kill truth. Truth bruises the head of error — destroys 

error. Spirituality lays open siege to materialism. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 306:13–31) 

If Life or Soul and its representative, man, unite for a period and then are separated as by a law of 

divorce to be brought together again at some uncertain future time and in a manner unknown, — 

and this is the general religious opinion of mankind, — we are left without a rational proof of 

immortality. But man cannot be separated for an instant from God, if man reflects God. Thus 

Science proves man's existence to be intact.  

 

The myriad forms of mortal thought, made manifest as matter, are not more distinct nor real to the 

material senses than are the Soul-created forms to spiritual sense, which cognizes Life as 

permanent. Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still enthroned, 

is unfolding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine Principle, — is unfolding Life and the 

universe, ever present and eternal.  

 

God's man, spiritually created, is not material and mortal. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 79:7) 

A scientific mental method is more sanitary than the use of drugs, and such a mental method 

produces permanent health. Science must go over the whole ground, and dig up every seed of 

error's sowing. Spiritualism relies upon human beliefs and hypotheses. Christian Science removes 

these beliefs and hypotheses through the higher understanding of God, for Christian Science, 

resting on divine Principle, not on material personalities, in its revelation of immortality, introduces 

the harmony of being. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 312:16 God) 

... God is Love, and without Love, God, immortality cannot appear. Mortals try to believe without 

understanding Truth; yet God is Truth. Mortals claim that death is inevitable; but man's eternal 

Principle is ever-present Life. Mortals believe in a finite personal God; while God is infinite Love, 

which must be unlimited. 

 



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 



CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


