HARMONY
Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 432, 504, 491

THE BIBLE
(Acts 6:1–8)
And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected
in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them,
and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.
Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy
Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. ¶ And the saying
pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas
a proselyte of Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed,
they laid their hands on them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were
obedient to the faith. And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and
miracles among the people.

(I Corinthians 12:1–31)
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye
were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I
give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus
accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now
there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the
same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every

man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the
word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another
the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another
the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit,
dividing to every man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say, Because I am not the
hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear shall say,
Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? If the
whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where
were the smelling? But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body,
as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one member, where were the body? But now
are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I
have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much
more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And
those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we
bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant
comeliness. For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: That there
should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one
for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ,
and members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all
teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with
tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a
more excellent way.

(Ephesians 4:1–15)
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing
one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace according to the
measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led

captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he
also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same
also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is
the head, even Christ:

(I John 4:1–21)
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God:
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now
already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the world:
therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that
knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God;
and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth
not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. No man
hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is
perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to
be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love that God
hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment:
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.
We love him, because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother,
he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth

God love his brother also.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. vii:10)
The Wisemen were led to behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting
the way to eternal harmony.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 2:15)
... to reach the heights of Christian Science, man must live in obedience to its divine
Principle. To develop the full might of this Science, the discords of corporeal sense must
yield to the harmony of spiritual sense, even as the science of music corrects false
tones and gives sweet concord to sound.
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. viii:3 to)

Prayer cannot change the Science of being, but it tends to bring us into harmony with it.
Goodness attains the demonstration of Truth. A request that God will save us is not all
that is required. The mere habit of pleading with the divine Mind, as one pleads with a
human being, perpetuates the belief in God as humanly circumscribed, — an error
which impedes spiritual growth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 6:14–24)
To reach heaven, the harmony of being, we must understand the divine Principle of
being.
“God is Love.” More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot
go. To suppose that God forgives or punishes sin according as His mercy is sought or
unsought, is to misunderstand Love and to make prayer the safety-valve for wrongdoing.
Jesus uncovered and rebuked sin before he cast it out.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:19–21 (np))
A musician demonstrates the beauty of the music he teaches in order to show the
learner the way by practice as well as precept. Jesus' teaching and practice of Truth
involved such a sacrifice as makes us admit its Principle to be Love. This was the
precious import of our Master's sinless career and of his demonstration of power over
death. He proved by his deeds that Christian Science destroys sickness, sin, and death.
Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all
real being which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or
system of religion and worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life
and Love. Jesus sent a message to John the Baptist, which was intended to prove
beyond a question that the Christ had come: “Go your way, and tell John what things ye
have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other words:
Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that
God is the power in the Messianic work.
That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict
accordance with his scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I
[Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and
intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be destroyed.
Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of
Science at the root of material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false
doctrine of pantheism, — that God, or Life, is in or of matter.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 29:30)
Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal evidence that Spirit is
harmonious and man eternal. Jesus was the offspring of Mary's self-conscious
communion with God. Hence he could give a more spiritual idea of life than other men,
and could demonstrate the Science of Love — his Father or divine Principle.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 76:22–4)
The sinless joy, — the perfect harmony and immortality of Life, possessing unlimited
divine beauty and goodness without a single bodily pleasure or pain, — constitutes the
only veritable, indestructible man, whose being is spiritual. This state of existence is
scientific and intact, — a perfection discernible only by those who have the final

understanding of Christ in divine Science. Death can never hasten this state of
existence, for death must be overcome, not submitted to, before immortality appears.
The recognition of Spirit and of infinity comes not suddenly here or hereafter. The pious
Polycarp said: “I cannot turn at once from good to evil.” Neither do other mortals
accomplish the change from error to truth at a single bound.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 81:17)
Man in the likeness of God as revealed in Science cannot help being immortal. Though
the grass seemeth to wither and the flower to fade, they reappear. Erase the figures
which express number, silence the tones of music, give to the worms the body called
man, and yet the producing, governing, divine Principle lives on, — in the case of man
as truly as in the case of numbers and of music, — despite the so-called laws of matter,
which define man as mortal. Though the inharmony resulting from material sense hides
the harmony of Science, inharmony cannot destroy the divine Principle of Science. In
Science, man's immortality depends upon that of God, good, and follows as a
necessary consequence of the immortality of good.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 84:3–18)
The ancient prophets gained their foresight from a spiritual, incorporeal standpoint, not
by foreshadowing evil and mistaking fact for fiction, — predicting the future from a
groundwork of corporeality and human belief. When sufficiently advanced in Science to
be in harmony with the truth of being, men become seers and prophets involuntarily,
controlled not by demons, spirits, or demigods, but by the one Spirit. It is the prerogative
of the ever-present, divine Mind, and of thought which is in rapport with this Mind, to
know the past, the present, and the future.
Acquaintance with the Science of being enables us to commune more largely with the
divine Mind, to foresee and foretell events which concern the universal welfare, to be
divinely inspired, — yea, to reach the range of fetterless Mind.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 84:28–14)
All we correctly know of Spirit comes from God, divine Principle, and is learned through
Christ and Christian Science. If this Science has been thoroughly learned and properly
digested, we can know the truth more accurately than the astronomer can read the stars

or calculate an eclipse. This Mind-reading is the opposite of clairvoyance. It is the
illumination of the spiritual understanding which demonstrates the capacity of Soul, not
of material sense. This Soul-sense comes to the human mind when the latter yields to
the divine Mind.
Such intuitions reveal whatever constitutes and perpetuates harmony, enabling one to
do good, but not evil. You will reach the perfect Science of healing when you are able to
read the human mind after this manner and discern the error you would destroy. The
Samaritan woman said: “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is
not this the Christ?”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 114:23)
Christian Science explains all cause and effect as mental, not physical. It lifts the veil of
mystery from Soul and body. It shows the scientific relation of man to God, disentangles
the interlaced ambiguities of being, and sets free the imprisoned thought. In divine
Science, the universe, including man, is spiritual, harmonious, and eternal. Science
shows that what is termed matter is but the subjective state of what is termed by the
author mortal mind.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 129:1)
So in Christian Science there are no discords nor contradictions, because its logic is as
harmonious as the reasoning of an accurately stated syllogism or of a properly
computed sum in arithmetic. Truth is ever truthful, and can tolerate no error in premise
or conclusion.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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