
2023.5.17 - Gideon's three hundred

1.  Matt. 5:5

2.  Prov. 21:21–23, 31

3.  Judg. 6:1–6 the, 11–16, 33, 34 (to ;), 35

Hymns 274, 524, 75

King James Bible

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteousness, and
honour. A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the strength of the
confidence thereof. Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from
troubles. ...

The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.

... the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD delivered them
into the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel:
and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them the dens which are in
the mountains, and caves, and strong holds. And so it was, when Israel had sown, that
the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they
came up against them; And they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of
the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor
ox, nor ass. For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as
grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number: and
they entered into the land to destroy it. And Israel was greatly impoverished because of
the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the LORD. ...

... ¶ And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah,
that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the
winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the LORD appeared unto
him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. And Gideon
said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and
where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us
up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of
the Midianites. And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and
thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? And he
said unto him, Oh my LORD, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. And the LORD said unto him, Surely
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I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. ...

... ¶ Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were
gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. But the spirit of
the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; ...

And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; who also was gathered after him:
and he sent messengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they
came up to meet them.

And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to
give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying,
Mine own hand hath saved me. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people,
saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from mount
Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained
ten thousand. And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them
down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I
say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I
say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. So he brought down
the people unto the water: and the LORD said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of
the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise
every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the number of them that
lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of
the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. And the LORD said unto
Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the
Midianites into thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his place. So
the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the rest of
Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men: and the host of
Midian was beneath him in the valley. ¶ And it came to pass the same night, that the
LORD said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have delivered it into
thine hand. ...

And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the
valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the
sand by the sea side for multitude. And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a
man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a
cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote
it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. And his fellow answered and
said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for
into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. ¶ And it was so, when
Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he
worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath
delivered into your hand the host of Midian. And he divided the three hundred men
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into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty pitchers,
and lamps within the pitchers. And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise:
and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye
do. When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets
also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon. ¶ So
Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp
in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they
blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. And the three
companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword
of the LORD, and of Gideon. And they stood every man in his place round about the
camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled.

¶ Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son,
and thy son's son also: for thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian. And Gideon
said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the LORD

shall rule over you. ...

... ¶ Thus was Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted up their
heads no more. And the country was in quietness forty years in the days of Gideon.

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would
no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest
that they were not all of us.

¶ And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue:
and he fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought him that he would come into his house:
For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a-dying. But as he
went the people thronged him. ...

... ¶ While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's house,
saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master. But when Jesus heard it,
he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole. And
when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and
John, and the father and the mother of the maiden. And all wept, and bewailed her: but
he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn,
knowing that she was dead. And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and
called, saying, Maid, arise. And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: ...

... If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
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And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Samson, and of Jephthæ; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out
of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the
aliens.

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

... where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them.

It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man. It is better to trust in the
LORD than to put confidence in princes.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

Has Spirit resigned to matter the government of the universe?

Jesus endured the shame, that he might pour his dear-bought bounty into barren lives.
What was his earthly reward? He was forsaken by all save John, the beloved disciple,
and a few women who bowed in silent woe beneath the shadow of his cross. The earthly
price of spirituality in a material age and the great moral distance between Christianity
and sensualism preclude Christian Science from finding favor with the worldly-
minded.

The modern lash is less material than the Roman scourge, but it is equally as cutting.
Cold disdain, stubborn resistance, opposition from church, state laws, and the press,
are still the harbingers of truth's full-orbed appearing.

As in Jesus' time, so to-day, tyranny and pride need to be whipped out of the temple,
and humility and divine Science to be welcomed in.
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Let our pulpits do justice to Christian Science. Let it have fair representation
by the press.

A change 
demanded

The press unwittingly sends forth many sorrows and diseases among the human
family. It does this by giving names to diseases and by printing long descriptions which
mirror images of disease distinctly in thought.

There is no material truth. The physical senses can take no cognizance of God and
spiritual Truth. Human belief has sought out many inventions, but not one of them can
solve the problem of being without the divine Principle of divine Science. Deductions
from material hypotheses are not scientific. They differ from real Science because they
are not based on the divine law. 

Divine Science reverses the false testimony of the material senses, and thus tears away
the foundations of error. Hence the enmity between Science and the senses,
and the impossibility of attaining perfect understanding till the errors of
sense are eliminated.

Science 
versus 
sense

When the sick recover by the use of drugs, it is the law of a general belief, culminating
in individual faith, which heals; and according to this faith will the effect be.
Even when you take away the individual confidence in the drug, you have
not yet divorced the drug from the general faith. The chemist, the botanist,
the druggist, the doctor, and the nurse equip the medicine with their faith, and the
beliefs which are in the majority rule. When the general belief endorses the inanimate
drug as doing this or that, individual dissent or faith, unless it rests on Science, is but a
belief held by a minority, and such a belief is governed by the majority. 

The universal belief in physics weighs against the high and mighty truths of Christian
metaphysics. This erroneous general belief, which sustains medicine and
produces all medical results, works against Christian Science; and the
percentage of power on the side of this Science must mightily outweigh the
power of popular belief in order to heal a single case of disease. The human mind acts
more powerfully to offset the discords of matter and the ills of flesh, in proportion as it
puts less weight into the material or fleshly scale and more weight into the spiritual
scale.

Drug-power
mental

Belief in 
physics

The belief that one man, as spirit, can control another man, as matter, upsets both the
individuality and the Science of man, for man is image. God controls man,
and God is the only Spirit. Any other control or attraction of so-called spirit
is a mortal belief, which ought to be known by its fruit, — the repetition of

One 
government
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evil. 

If Spirit, or God, communed with mortals or controlled them through electricity or any
other form of matter, the divine order and the Science of omnipotent, omnipresent
Spirit would be destroyed.

Ignorance, like intentional wrong, is not Science. Ignorance must be seen and
corrected before we can attain harmony. Inharmonious beliefs, which rob
Mind, calling it matter, and deify their own notions, imprison themselves in
what they create. They are at war with Science, and as our Master said, “If a
kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.” 

Human ignorance of Mind and of the recuperative energies of Truth occasions the only
skepticism regarding the pathology and theology of Christian Science. 

When false human beliefs learn even a little of their own falsity, they begin to
disappear. A knowledge of error and of its operations must precede that
understanding of Truth which destroys error, until the entire mortal,
material error finally disappears, and the eternal verity, man created by
and of Spirit, is understood and recognized as the true likeness of his Maker.

Spiritual 
ignorance

Eternal man
recognized

God is not in the medley where matter cares for matter, where spiritism
makes many gods, and hypnotism and electricity are claimed to be the
agents of God's government.

Spirit 
intangible

Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God has
endowed man with inalienable rights, among which are self-government,
reason, and conscience. Man is properly self-governed only when he is
guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth and Love. 

Man's rights are invaded when the divine order is interfered with, and the mental
trespasser incurs the divine penalty due this crime.

Proper self-
government

The divine Mind, which forms the bud and blossom, will care for the human
body, even as it clothes the lily; but let no mortal interfere with God's
government by thrusting in the laws of erring, human concepts.

The Mind 
creative

The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His
government of the universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows that
business men and cultured scholars have found that Christian Science

Practical 
Science
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enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of character,
gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary
capacity. The human mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes more
elastic, is capable of greater endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less
repose. A knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent abilities and
possibilities of man. It extends the atmosphere of thought, giving mortals access to
broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker into his native air of insight and
perspicacity.

You may know when first Truth leads by the fewness and faithfulness of its followers.
Thus it is that the march of time bears onward freedom's banner. The
powers of this world will fight, and will command their sentinels not to let
truth pass the guard until it subscribes to their systems; but Science, heeding
not the pointed bayonet, marches on. There is always some tumult, but there is a
rallying to truth's standard. 

The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows
human power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few
immortal sentences, breathing the omnipotence of divine justice, have been
potent to break despotic fetters and abolish the whipping-post and slave
market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did the breath of freedom
come from the cannon's mouth. Love is the liberator.

Truth’s 
ordeal

Immortal 
sentences

As human thought changes from one stage to another of conscious pain and
painlessness, sorrow and joy, — from fear to hope and from faith to understanding, —
the visible manifestation will at last be man governed by Soul, not by material sense.
Reflecting God's government, man is self-governed.

The universe of Spirit is peopled with spiritual beings, and its government is divine
Science.


