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Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 80, 109, 203 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(II Kings 8:1–6) 

Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou 

and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the LORD hath called for a 

famine; and it shall also come upon the land seven years. And the woman arose, and did after the 

saying of the man of God: and she went with her household, and sojourned in the land of the 

Philistines seven years. And it came to pass at the seven years' end, that the woman returned out of 

the land of the Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto the king for her house and for her land. And 

the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great 

things that Elisha hath done. And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored a 

dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for 

her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, 

whom Elisha restored to life. And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king 

appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field 

since the day that she left the land, even until now. 

 

 

(II Kings 4:8–17) 

¶ And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she 

constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat 



bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which 

passeth by us continually. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for 

him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, 

that he shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, 

and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, 

she stood before him. And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us 

with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the 

captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people. And he said, What then is 

to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. And he 

said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. And he said, About this season, 

according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, 

do not lie unto thine handmaid. And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha 

had said unto her, according to the time of life. 

 

 

(Isaiah 33:20–34:0) 

Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a 

tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither 

shall any of the cords thereof be broken. But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of 

broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass 

thereby. For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. 

Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: 

then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey. And the inhabitant shall not say, I am 

sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity. CHAPTER 34 

 

 

(Micah 4:1–8) 

But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be 

established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow 

unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 

his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. ¶ And he 

shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords 



into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig 

tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it. For all 

people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our 

God for ever and ever. In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather 

her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her 

that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from 

henceforth, even for ever. ¶ And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, 

unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of 

Jerusalem. 

 

 

(Revelation 21:1–7) 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 

and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God 

out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of 

heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 

shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away 

all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 

there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne 

said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and 

faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit 

all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 589:12) 

JERUSALEM. Mortal belief and knowledge obtained from the five corporeal senses; the pride of 

power and the power of pride; sensuality; envy; oppression; tyranny. Home, heaven. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 124:14–31) 

The universe, like man, is to be interpreted by Science from its divine Principle, God, and then it can 

be understood; but when explained on the basis of physical sense and represented as subject to 

growth, maturity, and decay, the universe, like man, is, and must continue to be, an enigma.  

 

Adhesion, cohesion, and attraction are properties of Mind. They belong to divine Principle, and 

support the equipoise of that thought-force, which launched the earth in its orbit and said to the 

proud wave, “Thus far and no farther.”  

 

Spirit is the life, substance, and continuity of all things. We tread on forces. Withdraw them, and 

creation must collapse. Human knowledge calls them forces of matter; but divine Science declares 

that they belong wholly to divine Mind, are inherent in this Mind, and so restores them to their rightful 

home and classification. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 121:7–32) 

The Chaldean Wisemen read in the stars the fate of empires and the fortunes of men. Though no 

higher revelation than the horoscope was to them displayed upon the empyrean, earth and heaven 

were bright, and bird and blossom were glad in God's perennial and happy sunshine, golden with 

Truth. So we have goodness and beauty to gladden the heart; but man, left to the hypotheses of 

material sense unexplained by Science, is as the wandering comet or the desolate star — “a weary 

searcher for a viewless home.”  

 

The earth's diurnal rotation is invisible to the physical eye, and the sun seems to move from east to 

west, instead of the earth from west to east. Until rebuked by clearer views of the everlasting facts, 



this false testimony of the eye deluded the judgment and induced false conclusions. Science shows 

appearances often to be erroneous, and corrects these errors by the simple rule that the greater 

controls the lesser. The sun is the central stillness, so far as our solar system is concerned, and the 

earth revolves about the sun once a year, besides turning daily on its own axis.  

 

As thus indicated, astronomical order imitates the action of divine Principle; and the universe, the 

reflection of God, is thus brought nearer the spiritual fact, and is allied to divine Science as displayed 

in the everlasting government of the universe. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 168:24–28 (np)) 

I have discerned disease in the human mind, and recognized the patient's fear of it, months before 

the so-called disease made its appearance in the body. Disease being a belief, a latent illusion of 

mortal mind, the sensation would not appear if the error of belief was met and destroyed by truth.  

 

Here let a word be noticed which will be better understood hereafter, — chemicalization. By 

chemicalization I mean the process which mortal mind and body undergo in the change of belief 

from a material to a spiritual basis.  

 

Whenever an aggravation of symptoms has occurred through mental chemicalization, I have seen 

the mental signs, assuring me that danger was over, before the patient felt the change; and I have 

said to the patient, “You are healed,” — sometimes to his discomfiture, when he was incredulous. 

But it always came about as I had foretold.  

 

I name these facts to show that disease has a mental, mortal origin, — that faith in rules of health or 

in drugs begets and fosters disease by attracting the mind to the subject of sickness, by exciting fear 

of disease, and by dosing the body in order to avoid it. The faith reposed in these things should find 

stronger supports and a higher home. If we understood the control of Mind over body, we should put 

no faith in material means.  

 

Science not only reveals the origin of all disease as mental, but it also declares that all disease is 

cured by divine Mind. There can be no healing except by this Mind, however much we trust a drug or 

any other means towards which human faith or endeavor is directed. It is mortal mind, not matter, 

which brings to the sick whatever good they may seem to receive from materiality. But the sick are 



never really healed except by means of the divine power. Only the action of Truth, Life, and Love 

can give harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 281:27–27 (np)) 

Divine Science does not put new wine into old bottles, Soul into matter, nor the infinite into the finite. 

Our false views of matter perish as we grasp the facts of Spirit. The old belief must be cast out or the 

new idea will be spilled, and the inspiration, which is to change our standpoint, will be lost. Now, as 

of old, Truth casts out evils and heals the sick.  

 

The real Life, or Mind, and its opposite, the so-called material life and mind, are figured by two 

geometrical symbols, a circle or sphere and a straight line. The circle represents the infinite without 

beginning or end; the straight line represents the finite, which has both beginning and end. The 

sphere represents good, the self-existent and eternal individuality or Mind; the straight line 

represents evil, a belief in a self-made and temporary material existence. Eternal Mind and 

temporary material existence never unite in figure or in fact.  

 

A straight line finds no abiding-place in a curve, and a curve finds no adjustment to a straight line. 

Similarly, matter has no place in Spirit, and Spirit has no place in matter. Truth has no home in error, 

and error has no foothold in Truth. Mind cannot pass into non-intelligence and matter, nor can non-

intelligence become Soul. At no point can these opposites mingle or unite. Even though they seem 

to touch, one is still a curve and the other a straight line.  

 

There is no inherent power in matter; for all that is material is a material, human, mortal thought, 

always governing itself erroneously.  

 

Truth is the intelligence of immortal Mind. Error is the so-called intelligence of mortal mind. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 307:25–15) 

Truth has no beginning. The divine Mind is the Soul of man, and gives man dominion over all things. 

Man was not created from a material basis, nor bidden to obey material laws which Spirit never 

made; his province is in spiritual statutes, in the higher law of Mind.  



 

Above error's awful din, blackness, and chaos, the voice of Truth still calls: “Adam, where art thou? 

Consciousness, where art thou? Art thou dwelling in the belief that mind is in matter, and that evil is 

mind, or art thou in the living faith that there is and can be but one God, and keeping His 

commandment?” Until the lesson is learned that God is the only Mind governing man, mortal belief 

will be afraid as it was in the beginning, and will hide from the demand, “Where art thou?” This awful 

demand, “Adam, where art thou?” is met by the admission from the head, heart, stomach, blood, 

nerves, etc.: “Lo, here I am, looking for happiness and life in the body, but finding only an illusion, a 

blending of false claims, false pleasure, pain, sin, sickness, and death.”  

 

The Soul-inspired patriarchs heard the voice of Truth, and talked with God as consciously as man 

talks with man. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 311:3–32) 

What we term mortal mind or carnal mind, dependent on matter for manifestation, is not Mind. God 

is Mind: all that Mind, God, is, or hath made, is good, and He made all. Hence evil is not made and is 

not real.  

 

Soul is immortal because it is Spirit, which has no element of self-destruction. Is man lost spiritually? 

No, he can only lose a sense material. All sin is of the flesh. It cannot be spiritual. Sin exists here or 

hereafter only so long as the illusion of mind in matter remains. It is a sense of sin, and not a sinful 

soul, which is lost. Evil is destroyed by the sense of good.  

 

Through false estimates of soul as dwelling in sense and of mind as dwelling in matter, belief strays 

into a sense of temporary loss or absence of soul, spiritual truth. This state of error is the mortal 

dream of life and substance as existent in matter, and is directly opposite to the immortal reality of 

being. So long as we believe that soul can sin or that immortal Soul is in mortal body, we can never 

understand the Science of being. When humanity does understand this Science, it will become the 

law of Life to man, — even the higher law of Soul, which prevails over material sense through 

harmony and immortality.  

 

The objects cognized by the physical senses have not the reality of substance. They are only what 

mortal belief calls them. Matter, sin, and mortality lose all supposed consciousness or claim to life or 



existence, as mortals lay off a false sense of life, substance, and intelligence. But the spiritual, 

eternal man is not touched by these phases of mortality. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 253:32–32 (np)) 

The divine demand, “Be ye therefore perfect,” is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to 

perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can “run, and not 

be weary; . . . walk, and not faint,” who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and 

yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh 

is fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or being clothed materially before the spiritual 

facts of existence are gained step by step, is not legitimate. When we wait patiently on God and 

seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual 

perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of 

being, is doing much.  

 

During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change called 

death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand. But the human self 

must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to abandon so fast 

as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the outward and actual.  

 

If you venture upon the quiet surface of error and are in sympathy with error, what is there to disturb 

the waters? What is there to strip off error's disguise?  

 

If you launch your bark upon the ever-agitated but healthful waters of truth, you will encounter 

storms. Your good will be evil spoken of. This is the cross. Take it up and bear it, for through it you 

win and wear the crown. Pilgrim on earth, thy home is heaven; stranger, thou art the guest of God. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 



 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


