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In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the
land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure
house of his god. ¶ And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that
he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the
princes; Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had
ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning
and the tongue of the Chaldeans.

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the
golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple
which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines,
might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the
temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his
wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. ¶ In the same hour came
forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster
of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then
the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints
of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. The king cried aloud
to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake,
and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me
the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about
his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then came in all the king's wise
men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the
interpretation thereof. Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance
was changed in him, and his lords were astonied. ¶ Now the queen, by reason of the
words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and
said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be
changed: There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in



the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the
gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy
father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;
Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of
dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the
same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will
shew the interpretation. Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king
spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the
captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? I have even heard
of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been
brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the
interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing: And I
have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if
thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou
shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the
third ruler in the kingdom. ¶ Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy
gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the
king, and make known to him the interpretation. O thou king, the most high God gave
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: And for
the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared
before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he
would he set up; and whom he would he put down. But when his heart was lifted up,
and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took
his glory from him: And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made
like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God
ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. And
thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;
But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels
of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have
drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron,
wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: Then was the part of the
hand sent from him; and this writing was written. ¶ And this is the writing that was
written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the thing:
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in
the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the
Medes and Persians. Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with
scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning
him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. ¶ In that night was Belshazzar
the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about
threescore and two years old.
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¶ Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in
writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the
LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him an house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The LORD his
God be with him, and let him go up.

In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning
the house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where they offered
sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore cubits; With three rows of great
stones, and a row of new timber: and let the expenses be given out of the king's house:
And also let the golden and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar
took forth out of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be
restored, and brought again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, every one to his
place, and place them in the house of God. ...

And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it,
according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put
my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his
messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of
Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof: ...

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying
to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to
subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the
two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the
crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the
bars of iron: ...

For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name:
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I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. ¶ I am the LORD, and there is
none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:
That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none
beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else.

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage. ...

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to
the flesh, but by love serve one another.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

Love is the liberator.

The universe of Spirit is peopled with spiritual beings, and its government is divine
Science. Man is the offspring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of Mind.
Man understands spiritual existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth
and Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate Godward, their affections and
aims grow spiritual, — they must near the broader interpretations of being,
and gain some proper sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be
put off.

Godward 
gravitation

Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God has
endowed man with inalienable rights, among which are self-government,
reason, and conscience. Man is properly self-governed only when he is
guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth and Love.

Proper self-
government

In the record of nineteen centuries, there are sects many but not enough Christianity.
Centuries ago religionists were ready to hail an anthropomorphic God, and
array His vicegerent with pomp and splendor; but this was not the manner
of truth's appearing. Of old the cross was truth's central sign, and it is to-
day.

Sectarianism
and 

opposition

The eastern empires and nations owe their false government to the misconceptions of
Deity there prevalent. Tyranny, intolerance, and bloodshed, wherever found, arise
from the belief that the infinite is formed after the pattern of mortal personality,
passion, and impulse.
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The Mohammedan believes in a pilgrimage to Mecca for the salvation of his soul. The
popular doctor believes in his prescription, and the pharmacist believes in
the power of his drugs to save a man's life. The Mohammedan's belief is a
religious delusion; the doctor's and pharmacist's is a medical mistake.

Delusions 
pagan and 

medical

Mortals have a very imperfect sense of the spiritual man and of the infinite range of his
thought. To him belongs eternal Life. Never born and never dying, it were
impossible for man, under the government of God in eternal Science, to fall
from his high estate.

Individual 
permanency

Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in Science man
reflects God's government.

The heavenly law is broken by trespassing upon man's individual right of self-
government. We have no authority in Christian Science and no moral right
to attempt to influence the thoughts of others, except it be to benefit them.
In mental practice you must not forget that erring human opinions,
conflicting selfish motives, and ignorant attempts to do good may render you incapable
of knowing or judging accurately the need of your fellow-men. Therefore the rule is,
heal the sick when called upon for aid, and save the victims of the mental assassins.

No trespass
on human 

rights

Anatomy, when conceived of spiritually, is mental self-knowledge, and consists in the
dissection of thoughts to discover their quality, quantity, and origin. Are
thoughts divine or human? That is the important question. This branch of
study is indispensable to the excision of error. The anatomy of Christian
Science teaches when and how to probe the self-inflicted wounds of selfishness, malice,
envy, and hate. It teaches the control of mad ambition. It unfolds the hallowed
influences of unselfishness, philanthropy, spiritual love. It urges the government of the
body both in health and in sickness. The Christian Scientist, through understanding
mental anatomy, discerns and deals with the real cause of disease. The material
physician gropes among phenomena, which fluctuate every instant under influences
not embraced in his diagnosis, and so he may stumble and fall in the darkness.

Anatomy 
defined

As the Psalmist saith, “Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion,
on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.” It is indeed a city of the
Spirit, fair, royal, and square.

The royally 
divine gates
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This spiritual, holy habitation has no boundary nor limit, but its four cardinal points
are: first, the Word of Life, Truth, and Love; second, the Christ, the spiritual
idea of God; third, Christianity, which is the outcome of the divine Principle
of the Christ-idea in Christian history; fourth, Christian Science, which to-
day and forever interprets this great example and the great Exemplar. This city of our
God has no need of sun or satellite, for Love is the light of it, and divine Mind is its own
interpreter. All who are saved must walk in this light. Mighty potentates and dynasties
will lay down their honors within the heavenly city. Its gates open towards light and
glory both within and without, for all is good, and nothing can enter that city, which
“defileth, . . . or maketh a lie.”

The city of
our God

Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, “Slavery
is abolished.” The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No
power can withstand divine Love. What is this supposed power, which
opposes itself to God? Whence cometh it? What is it that binds man with
iron shackles to sin, sickness, and death? Whatever enslaves man is opposed to the
divine government. Truth makes man free.

Mental 
emancipation

Citizens of the world, accept the “glorious liberty of the children of God,” and
be free! This is your divine right.

Standard 
of liberty


