
IGNORANT 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 269, 363, 115 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(II Kings 20:12–21) 

¶ At that time Berodach–baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present 

unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick. And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, 

and shewed them all the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and 

the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there 

was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. ¶ Then came 

Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence 

came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from Babylon. 

And he said, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All the things that are in 

mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them. And 

Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD. Behold, the days come, that all that is in 

thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into 

Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou 

shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. And he 

said, Is it not good, if peace and truth be in my days? ¶ And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all 

his might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not 

written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Hezekiah slept with his fathers: and 

Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 

 



 

(Ecclesiastes 9:13–18) 

¶ This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me: There was a little city, 

and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great 

bulwarks against it: Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the 

city; yet no man remembered that same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: 

nevertheless the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. The words of wise 

men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. Wisdom is better than 

weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good. 

 

 

(Mark 6:1–6) 

And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. And when 

the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were 

astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is 

given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the 

son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here 

with us? And they were offended at him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, 

but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. And he could there do no 

mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. And he marvelled  

because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching. 

 

(Matthew 16:5–12) 

And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread. ¶ Then Jesus 

said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. And 

they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread. Which when Jesus 

perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have 

brought no bread? Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, 

and how many baskets ye took up? Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many 

baskets ye took up? How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, 

that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? Then understood they 

how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of 



the Sadducees. 

 

 

(Luke 2:41–52) 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve 

years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the 

days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother 

knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they 

sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back 

again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the 

temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that 

heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were 

amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and 

I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 

must be about my Father's business? And they understood not the saying which he spake unto 

them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his 

mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 

with God and man. 

 

 

(Acts 19:1–20) 

And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper 

coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have ye received the 

Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether 

there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, 

Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying 

unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 

Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had 

laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 

prophesied. And all the men were about twelve. And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly 

for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. 

But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he 

departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus. And 



this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the 

Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: So that 

from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from 

them, and the evil spirits went out of them. ¶ Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took 

upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure 

you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of 

the priests, which did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but 

who are ye? And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and 

prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. And this was known 

to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the 

Lord Jesus was magnified. And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. 

Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all 

men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So mightily 

grew the word of God and prevailed. 

 

 

(I Thessalonians 4:13–18) 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 

not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 

them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the 

Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which 

are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 

and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. vii:17) 

Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The only guarantee of obedience is a right 

apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal. Though empires fall, “the Lord shall reign 

forever.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 13:20) 

If we pray to God as a corporeal person, this will prevent us from relinquishing the human doubts 

and fears which attend such a belief, and so we cannot grasp the wonders wrought by infinite, 

incorporeal Love, to whom all things are possible. Because of human ignorance of the divine 

Principle, Love, the Father of all is represented as a corporeal creator; hence men recognize 

themselves as merely physical, and are ignorant of man as God's image or reflection and of man's 

eternal incorporeal existence. The world of error is ignorant of the world of Truth, — blind to the 

reality of man's existence, — for the world of sensation is not cognizant of life in Soul, not in body. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 78:13–6) 

Communications gathered from ignorance are pernicious in tendency.  

 

Spiritualism with its material accompaniments would destroy the supremacy of Spirit. If Spirit 

pervades all space, it needs no material method for the transmission of messages. Spirit needs no 

wires nor electricity in order to be omnipresent.  

 

Spirit is not materially tangible. How then can it communicate with man through electric, material 

effects? How can the majesty and omnipotence of Spirit be lost? God is not in the medley where 

matter cares for matter, where spiritism makes many gods, and hypnotism and electricity are 

claimed to be the agents of God's government.  

 

Spirit blesses man, but man cannot “tell whence it cometh.” By it the sick are healed, the sorrowing 



are comforted, and the sinning are reformed. These are the effects of one universal God, the 

invisible good dwelling in eternal Science.  

 

The act of describing disease — its symptoms, locality, and fatality — is not scientific. Warning 

people against death is an error that tends to frighten into death those who are ignorant of Life as 

God. Thousands of instances could be cited of health restored by changing the patient's thoughts 

regarding death. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 144:23–24 (np)) 

Because divine Science wars with so-called physical science, even as Truth wars with error, the old 

schools still oppose it. Ignorance, pride, or prejudice closes the door to whatever is not stereotyped. 

When the Science of being is universally understood, every man will be his own physician, and Truth 

will be the universal panacea.  

 

It is a question to-day, whether the ancient inspired healers understood the Science of Christian 

healing, or whether they caught its sweet tones, as the natural musician catches the tones of 

harmony, without being able to explain them. So divinely imbued were they with the spirit of Science, 

that the lack of the letter could not hinder their work; and that letter, without the spirit, would have 

made void their practice.  

 

The struggle for the recovery of invalids goes on, not between material methods, but between mortal 

minds and immortal Mind. The victory will be on the patient's side only as immortal Mind through 

Christ, Truth, subdues the human belief in disease. It matters not what material method one may 

adopt, whether faith in drugs, trust in hygiene, or reliance on some other minor curative.  

 

Scientific healing has this advantage over other methods, — that in it Truth controls error. From this 

fact arise its ethical as well as its physical effects. Indeed, its ethical and physical effects are 

indissolubly connected. If there is any mystery in Christian healing, it is the mystery which godliness 

always presents to the ungodly, — the mystery always arising from ignorance of the laws of eternal 

and unerring Mind. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 166:3) 

As a man thinketh, so is he. Mind is all that feels, acts, or impedes action. Ignorant of this, or 

shrinking from its implied responsibility, the healing effort is made on the wrong side, and thus the 

conscious control over the body is lost. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 178:28–11) 

Ignorant of the methods and the basis of metaphysical healing, you may attempt to unite with it 

hypnotism, spiritualism, electricity; but none of these methods can be mingled with metaphysical 

healing.  

 

Whoever reaches the understanding of Christian Science in its proper signification will perform the 

sudden cures of which it is capable; but this can be done only by taking up the cross and following 

Christ in the daily life.  

 

Science can heal the sick, who are absent from their healers, as well as those present, since space 

is no obstacle to Mind. Immortal Mind heals what eye hath not seen; but the spiritual capacity to 

apprehend thought and to heal by the Truth-power, is won only as man is found, not in self-

righteousness, but reflecting the divine nature. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 186:17–2) 

Evil is self-assertive. It says: “I am a real entity, overmastering good.” This falsehood should strip evil 

of all pretensions. The only power of evil is to destroy itself. It can never destroy one iota of good. 

Every attempt of evil to destroy good is a failure, and only aids in peremptorily punishing the evil-

doer. If we concede the same reality to discord as to harmony, discord has as lasting a claim upon 

us as has harmony. If evil is as real as good, evil is also as immortal. If death is as real as Life, 

immortality is a myth. If pain is as real as the absence of pain, both must be immortal; and if so, 

harmony cannot be the law of being.  

 

Mortal mind is ignorant of self, or it could never be self-deceived. If mortal mind knew how to be 

better, it would be better. Since it must believe in something besides itself, it enthrones matter as 

deity. The human mind has been an idolater from the beginning, having other gods and believing in 



more than the one Mind. 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 280:30) 

The only excuse for entertaining human opinions and rejecting the Science of being is our mortal 

ignorance of Spirit, — ignorance which yields only to the understanding of divine Science, the 

understanding by which we enter into the kingdom of Truth on earth and learn that Spirit is infinite 

and supreme. Spirit and matter no more commingle than light and darkness. When one appears, the 

other disappears. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 456:10–24) 

Whoever affirms that there is more than one Principle and method of demonstrating Christian 

Science greatly errs, ignorantly or intentionally, and separates himself from the true conception of 

Christian Science healing and from its possible demonstration.  

 

Any dishonesty in your theory and practice betrays a gross ignorance of the method of the Christ-

cure. Science makes no concessions to persons or opinions. One must abide in the morale of truth 

or he cannot demonstrate the divine Principle. So long as matter is the basis of practice, illness 

cannot be efficaciously treated by the metaphysical process. Truth does the work, and you must 

both understand and abide by the divine Principle of your demonstration. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 



 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


