
CLEANSE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 118, 495, 565 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Numbers 12:1–16) 

And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had 

married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only 

by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it. (Now the man Moses was very 

meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.) And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the 

congregation. And they three came out. And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and 

stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth. And he 

said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto 

him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all 

mine house. With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and 

the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my 

servant Moses? And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed. And the 

cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and 

Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my 

lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have 

sinned. Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his 

mother's womb. And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee. ¶ 

And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed 

seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in 

again. And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam 

was brought in again. And afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the 

wilderness of Paran. 

 

 

(Leviticus 8:1–13) 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and 

the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread; 



And gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the assembly was gathered together unto the 

door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing 

which the LORD commanded to be done. And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed 

them with water. And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with 

the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle of the ephod, and 

bound it unto him therewith. And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the 

Urim and the Thummim. And he put the mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, even upon his 

forefront, did he put the golden plate, the holy crown; as the LORD commanded Moses. And Moses 

took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was therein, and sanctified them. And 

he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all his vessels, both the 

laver and his foot, to sanctify them. And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and 

anointed him, to sanctify him. And Moses brought Aaron's sons, and put coats upon them, and 

girded them with girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

 

 

(Psalms 51:1–19) 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy 

tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 

only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 

speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make 

me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 

renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach 

transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 

O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open 

thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 

give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the 

walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt 

offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

 

 

(Luke 11:21–26) 

When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But when a stronger than he 

shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and 

divideth his spoils. He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me 

scattereth. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking 

rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. And when he 

cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits 

more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse 



than the first. 

 

 

(Mark 1:21–28) 

And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, 

and taught. And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, 

and not as the scribes. And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried 

out, Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to 

destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold 

thy peace, and come out of him. And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud 

voice, he came out of him. And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among 

themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he 

even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him. And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout 

all the region round about Galilee. 

 

 

(John 15:1–17) 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he 

taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now 

ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I 

am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 

withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, 

and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my 

Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so 

have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 

even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken 

unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my commandment, 

That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call 

you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for 

all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I 

have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 

remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things I 

command you, that ye love one another. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 25:3–21) 

The spiritual essence of blood is sacrifice. The efficacy of Jesus' spiritual offering is infinitely greater 

than can be expressed by our sense of human blood. The material blood of Jesus was no more 



efficacious to cleanse from sin when it was shed upon “the accursed tree,” than when it was flowing 

in his veins as he went daily about his Father's business. His true flesh and blood were his Life; and 

they truly eat his flesh and drink his blood, who partake of that divine Life.  

 

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine Principle 

heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death. Jesus presented the ideal of God better 

than could any man whose origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to God, he demonstrated more 

spiritually than all others the Principle of being. Hence the force of his admonition, “If ye love me, 

keep my commandments.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 36:19–31 (np)) 

A selfish and limited mind may be unjust, but the unlimited and divine Mind is the immortal law of 

justice as well as of mercy. It is quite as impossible for sinners to receive their full punishment this 

side of the grave as for this world to bestow on the righteous their full reward. It is useless to 

suppose that the wicked can gloat over their offences to the last moment and then be suddenly 

pardoned and pushed into heaven, or that the hand of Love is satisfied with giving us only toil, 

sacrifice, cross-bearing, multiplied trials, and mockery of our motives in return for our efforts at well 

doing.  

 

Religious history repeats itself in the suffering of the just for the unjust. Can God therefore overlook 

the law of righteousness which destroys the belief called sin? Does not Science show that sin brings 

suffering as much to-day as yesterday? They who sin must suffer. “With what measure ye mete, it 

shall be measured to you again.”  

 

History is full of records of suffering. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” Mortals try 

in vain to slay Truth with the steel or the stake, but error falls only before the sword of Spirit. Martyrs 

are the human links which connect one stage with another in the history of religion. They are earth's 

luminaries, which serve to cleanse and rarefy the atmosphere of material sense and to permeate 

humanity with purer ideals. Consciousness of right-doing brings its own reward; but not amid the 

smoke of battle is merit seen and appreciated by lookers-on.  

 

When will Jesus' professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways and to imitate his mighty 

works? Those who procured the martyrdom of that righteous man would gladly have turned his 



sacred career into a mutilated doctrinal platform. May the Christians of to-day take up the more 

practical import of that career! It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of every child, man, 

and woman, — to follow in some degree the example of the Master by the demonstration of Truth 

and Life, of health and holiness. Christians claim to be his followers, but do they follow him in the 

way that he commanded? Hear these imperative commands: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 

Father which is in heaven is perfect!” “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature!” “Heal the sick!”  

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:28–21) 

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real being 

which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of religion and 

worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love. Jesus sent a message to 

John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question that the Christ had come: “Go your 

way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other 

words: Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that God is 

the power in the Messianic work.  

 

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with his 

scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if 

he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be 

destroyed.  

 

Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of Science at the 

root of material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false doctrine of pantheism, — that 

God, or Life, is in or of matter. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 131:26) 

The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and explained the so-called miracles of olden time as 

natural demonstrations of the divine power, demonstrations which were not understood. Jesus' 

works established his claim to the Messiahship. In reply to John's inquiry, “Art thou he that should 

come,” Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works instead of referring to his doctrine, 



confident that this exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully answer the question. Hence his 

reply: “Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight 

and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” In 

other words, he gave his benediction to any one who should not deny that such effects, coming from 

divine Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle which brings out all harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 380:32–382:12) 

Every law of matter or the body, supposed to govern man, is rendered null and void by the law of 

Life, God. Ignorant of our God-given rights, we submit to unjust decrees, and the bias of education 

enforces this slavery. Be no more willing to suffer the illusion that you are sick or that some disease 

is developing in the system, than you are to yield to a sinful temptation on the ground that sin has its 

necessities.  

 

When infringing some supposed law, you say that there is danger. This fear is the danger and 

induces the physical effects. We cannot in reality suffer from breaking anything except a moral or 

spiritual law. The so-called laws of mortal belief are destroyed by the understanding that Soul is 

immortal, and that mortal mind cannot legislate the times, periods, and types of disease, with which 

mortals die. God is the lawmaker, but He is not the author of barbarous codes. In infinite Life and 

Love there is no sickness, sin, nor death, and the Scriptures declare that we live, move, and have 

our being in the infinite God.  

 

Think less of the enactments of mortal mind, and you will sooner grasp man's God-given dominion. 

You must understand your way out of human theories relating to health, or you will never believe 

that you are quite free from some ailment. The harmony and immortality of man will never be 

reached without the understanding that Mind is not in matter. Let us banish sickness as an outlaw, 

and abide by the rule of perpetual harmony, — God's law. It is man's moral right to annul an unjust 

sentence, a sentence never inflicted by divine authority.  

 

Christ Jesus overruled the error which would impose penalties for transgressions of the physical 

laws of health; he annulled supposed laws of matter, opposed to the harmonies of Spirit, lacking 

divine authority and having only human approval for their sanction.  

 



If half the attention given to hygiene were given to the study of Christian Science and to the 

spiritualization of thought, this alone would usher in the millennium. Constant bathing and rubbing to 

alter the secretions or to remove unhealthy exhalations from the cuticle receive a useful rebuke from 

Jesus' precept, “Take no thought . . . for the body.” We must beware of making clean merely the 

outside of the platter. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 383:3) 

We need a clean body and a clean mind, — a body rendered pure by Mind as well as washed by 

water. One says: “I take good care of my body.” To do this, the pure and exalting influence of the 

divine Mind on the body is requisite, and the Christian Scientist takes the best care of his body when 

he leaves it most out of his thought, and, like the Apostle Paul, is “willing rather to be absent from the 

body, and to be present with the Lord.” 

 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


