PROMISE

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today | will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 460, 476, 518

THE BIBLE

(Exodus 3:9-12)

Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and | have also seen the
oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and | will send thee unto
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. § And Moses
said unto God, Who am I, that | should go unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring forth the children of
Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Certainly | will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee,
that | have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon
this mountain.

(Deuteronomy 28:1-14)

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to
observe and to do all his commandments which | command thee this day, that the LORD thy God
will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in
the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of
thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed
shall be thy basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou
be when thou goest out. The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten
before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The
LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine
hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. The LORD shall
establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the
commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. And all people of the earth shall see
that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. And the LORD shall
make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of
thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. The LORD shall open
unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all
the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. And the



LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not
be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which | command
thee this day, to observe and to do them: And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which |
command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

(I Kings 3:5-15)

1 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what | shall
give thee. And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy,
according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with
thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his
throne, as it is this day. And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of
David my father: and | am but a little child: | know not how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in
the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor
counted for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that |
may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? And the
speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God said unto him, Because thou
hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself,
nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern
judgment; Behold, | have done according to thy words: lo, | have given thee a wise and an
understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise
like unto thee. And | have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour:
so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in my
ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then | will lengthen
thy days. And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace
offerings, and made a feast to all his servants.

(Isaiah 55:1-13)

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money
for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come
unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and | will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the
sure mercies of David. Behold, | have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and
commander to the people. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that
knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for
he hath glorified thee. 1 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is
near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 1 For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto | sent it. For



ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth
before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall
come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the
LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

(John 10:1-18)

Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep
by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them,
and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they
understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto them again,
Verily, verily, | say unto you, | am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves
and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. | am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to Kill,
and to destroy: | am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. |
am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling,
and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep,
and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is
an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. | am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am
known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father: and | lay down my life for the
sheep. And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must bring, and they shall hear
my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. Therefore doth my Father love me,
because | lay down my life, that | might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but | lay it down of
myself. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it again. This commandment have |
received of my Father.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 55:15)

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the healing
power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled.
The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his
earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit
and power of Christian healing.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 123:16-2)

The term CHRISTIAN SCIENCE was introduced by the author to designate the scientific system of
divine healing.

The revelation consists of two parts:

1. The discovery of this divine Science of Mind-healing, through a spiritual sense of the Scriptures
and through the teachings of the Comforter, as promised by the Master.

2. The proof, by present demonstration, that the so-called miracles of Jesus did not specially
belong to a dispensation now ended, but that they illustrated an ever-operative divine Principle. The
operation of this Principle indicates the eternality of the scientific order and continuity of being.

Christian Science differs from material science, but not on that account is it less scientific. On the
contrary, Christian Science is pre-eminently scientific, being based on Truth, the Principle of all
science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 150:4)

To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Science, instead
of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the gospel of “on earth peace,
good-will toward men.” This coming, as was promised by the Master, is for its establishment as a
permanent dispensation among men; but the mission of Christian Science now, as in the time of its
earlier demonstration, is not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as then, signs and wonders are
wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical disease; but these signs are only to demonstrate its
divine origin, — to attest the reality of the higher mission of the Christ-power to take away the sins of
the world.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 246:10-31)

The measurement of life by solar years robs youth and gives ugliness to age. The radiant sun of
virtue and truth coexists with being. Manhood is its eternal noon, undimmed by a declining sun. As
the physical and material, the transient sense of beauty fades, the radiance of Spirit should dawn
upon the enraptured sense with bright and imperishable glories.

Never record ages. Chronological data are no part of the vast forever. Time-tables of birth and death
are so many conspiracies against manhood and womanhood. Except for the error of measuring and
limiting all that is good and beautiful, man would enjoy more than threescore years and ten and still
maintain his vigor, freshness, and promise. Man, governed by immortal Mind, is always beautiful and
grand. Each succeeding year unfolds wisdom, beauty, and holiness.

Life is eternal. We should find this out, and begin the demonstration thereof. Life and goodness are
immortal. Let us then shape our views of existence into loveliness, freshness, and continuity, rather
than into age and blight.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 341:11-28 (np))

In Christian Science mere opinion is valueless. Proof is essential to a due estimate of this subject.
Sneers at the application of the word Science to Christianity cannot prevent that from being scientific
which is based on divine Principle, demonstrated according to a divine given rule, and subjected to
proof. The facts are so absolute and numerous in support of Christian Science, that
misrepresentation and denunciation cannot overthrow it. Paul alludes to “doubtful disputations.” The
hour has struck when proof and demonstration, instead of opinion and dogma, are summoned to the
support of Christianity, “making wise the simple.”

In the result of some unqualified condemnations of scientific Mind-healing, one may see with sorrow
the sad effects on the sick of denying Truth. He that decries this Science does it presumptuously, in
the face of Bible history and in defiance of the direct command of Jesus, “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel,” to which command was added the promise that his students should cast out
evils and heal the sick. He bade the seventy disciples, as well as the twelve, heal the sick in any
town where they should be hospitably received.

If Christianity is not scientific, and Science is not of God, then there is no invariable law, and truth
becomes an accident. Shall it be denied that a system which works according to the Scriptures has
Scriptural authority?

Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the infidel, and raises from the couch of pain the
helpless invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of Truth, and they answer with rejoicing. It causes
the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the blind to see. Who would be the first to disown the
Christliness of good works, when our Master says, “By their fruits ye shall know them”?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 373:1-5)

If we are Christians on all moral questions, but are in darkness as to the physical exemption which
Christianity includes, then we must have more faith in God on this subject and be more alive to His
promises.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 558:10)

To mortal sense Science seems at first obscure, abstract, and dark; but a bright promise crowns its
brow. When understood, it is Truth's prism and praise. When you look it fairly in the face, you can
heal by its means, and it has for you a light above the sun, for God “is the light thereof.” Its feet are
pillars of fire, foundations of Truth and Love. It brings the baptism of the Holy Ghost, whose flames
of Truth were prophetically described by John the Baptist as consuming error.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 328:28)

Jesus' promise is perpetual. Had it been given only to his immediate disciples, the Scriptural
passage would read you, not they. The purpose of his great life-work extends through time and
includes universal humanity. Its Principle is infinite, reaching beyond the pale of a single period or of
a limited following. As time moves on, the healing elements of pure Christianity will be fairly dealt
with; they will be sought and taught, and will glow in all the grandeur of universal goodness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 267:13-32)

Christian Scientists understand that, in a religious sense, they have the same authority for the
appellative mother, as for that of brother and sister. Jesus said: “For whosoever shall do the will of
my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”

When examined in the light of divine Science, mortals present more than is detected upon the
surface, since inverted thoughts and erroneous beliefs must be counterfeits of Truth. Thought is
borrowed from a higher source than matter, and by reversal, errors serve as waymarks to the one
Mind, in which all error disappears in celestial Truth. The robes of Spirit are “white and glistering,”
like the raiment of Christ. Even in this world, therefore, “let thy garments be always white.” “Blessed

is the man that endureth [overcometh] temptation: for when he is tried, [proved faithful], he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” (James i. 12.)

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a



healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



