
PRIDE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 69, 126, 325 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Psalms 51:1–19) 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy 

tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 

only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 

speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make 

me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 

renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach 

transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 

O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open 

thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 

give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the 

walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt 

offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

 



 

(Matthew 7:1–8) 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what 

measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 

brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy 

brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou 

hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 

mote out of thy brother's eye. ¶ Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls 

before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. ¶ Ask, and it shall 

be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that 

asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

 

 

(Luke 14:7–15) 

¶ And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he marked how they chose out the 

chief rooms; saying unto them, When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the 

highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; And he that bade thee and 

him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. 

But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, 

he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them 

that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 

himself shall be exalted. ¶ Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a 

supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they 

also bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee. But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, 

the maimed, the lame, the blind: And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for 

thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. ¶ And when one of them that sat at meat 

with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of 

God. 

 

 

 

 



(Luke 18:9–14) 

And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

despised others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a 

publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 

men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give 

tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 

unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man 

went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be 

abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

 

 

(Luke 22:24–30) 

¶ And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest. And he 

said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise 

authority upon them are called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among 

you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is greater, he 

that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that 

serveth. Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. And I appoint unto you a 

kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; That ye may eat and drink at my table in my 

kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 30:19–3) 

As the individual ideal of Truth, Christ Jesus came to rebuke rabbinical error and all sin, sickness, 

and death, — to point out the way of Truth and Life. This ideal was demonstrated throughout the 

whole earthly career of Jesus, showing the difference between the offspring of Soul and of material 

sense, of Truth and of error.  

 

If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to allow Soul to hold the control, 

we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask. Only in this way can we bless our enemies, 



though they may not so construe our words. We cannot choose for ourselves, but must work out our 

salvation in the way Jesus taught. In meekness and might, he was found preaching the gospel to the 

poor. Pride and fear are unfit to bear the standard of Truth, and God will never place it in such 

hands. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 34:18–9) 

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more spiritual and understood better what the 

Master had taught. His resurrection was also their resurrection. It helped them to raise themselves 

and others from spiritual dulness and blind belief in God into the perception of infinite possibilities. 

They needed this quickening, for soon their dear Master would rise again in the spiritual realm of 

reality, and ascend far above their apprehension. As the reward for his faithfulness, he would 

disappear to material sense in that change which has since been called the ascension.  

 

What a contrast between our Lord's last supper and his last spiritual breakfast with his disciples in 

the bright morning hours at the joyful meeting on the shore of the Galilean Sea! His gloom had 

passed into glory, and his disciples' grief into repentance, — hearts chastened and pride rebuked. 

Convinced of the fruitlessness of their toil in the dark and wakened by their Master's voice, they 

changed their methods, turned away from material things, and cast their net on the right side. 

Discerning Christ, Truth, anew on the shore of time, they were enabled to rise somewhat from mortal 

sensuousness, or the burial of mind in matter, into newness of life as Spirit. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 51:19–32) 

His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through doing the works which he 

did and taught others to do. His purpose in healing was not alone to restore health, but to 

demonstrate his divine Principle. He was inspired by God, by Truth and Love, in all that he said and 

did. The motives of his persecutors were pride, envy, cruelty, and vengeance, inflicted on the 

physical Jesus, but aimed at the divine Principle, Love, which rebuked their sensuality.  

 

Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the selfish 

materialist to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the sick, cast out evil, 

and raise the dead. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 141:27–24) 

The adoption of scientific religion and of divine healing will ameliorate sin, sickness, and death. Let 

our pulpits do justice to Christian Science. Let it have fair representation by the press. Give to it the 

place in our institutions of learning now occupied by scholastic theology and physiology, and it will 

eradicate sickness and sin in less time than the old systems, devised for subduing them, have 

required for self-establishment and propagation.  

 

Anciently the followers of Christ, or Truth, measured Christianity by its power over sickness, sin, and 

death; but modern religions generally omit all but one of these powers, — the power over sin. We 



must seek the undivided garment, the whole Christ, as our first proof of Christianity, for Christ, Truth, 

alone can furnish us with absolute evidence.  

 

If the soft palm, upturned to a lordly salary, and architectural skill, making dome and spire tremulous 

with beauty, turn the poor and the stranger from the gate, they at the same time shut the door on 

progress. In vain do the manger and the cross tell their story to pride and fustian. Sensuality palsies 

the right hand, and causes the left to let go its grasp on the divine.  

 

As in Jesus' time, so to-day, tyranny and pride need to be whipped out of the temple, and humility 

and divine Science to be welcomed in. The strong cords of scientific demonstration, as twisted and 

wielded by Jesus, are still needed to purge the temples of their vain traffic in worldly worship and to 

make them meet dwelling-places for the Most High. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 144:14–7) 

Human will-power is not Science. Human will belongs to the so-called material senses, and its use is 

to be condemned. Willing the sick to recover is not the metaphysical practice of Christian Science, 

but is sheer animal magnetism. Human will-power may infringe the rights of man. It produces evil 

continually, and is not a factor in the realism of being. Truth, and not corporeal will, is the divine 

power which says to disease, “Peace, be still.”  

 

Because divine Science wars with so-called physical science, even as Truth wars with error, the old 

schools still oppose it. Ignorance, pride, or prejudice closes the door to whatever is not stereotyped. 

When the Science of being is universally understood, every man will be his own physician, and Truth 

will be the universal panacea.  

 

It is a question to-day, whether the ancient inspired healers understood the Science of Christian 

healing, or whether they caught its sweet tones, as the natural musician catches the tones of 

harmony, without being able to explain them. So divinely imbued were they with the spirit of Science, 

that the lack of the letter could not hinder their work; and that letter, without the spirit, would have 

made void their practice. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 228:20–8) 

If we follow the command of our Master, “Take no thought for your life,” we shall never depend on 

bodily conditions, structure, or economy, but we shall be masters of the body, dictate its terms, and 

form and control it with Truth.  

 

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other 

power is to dishonor God. The humble Nazarene overthrew the supposition that sin, sickness, and 

death have power. He proved them powerless. It should have humbled the pride of the priests, when 

they saw the demonstration of Christianity excel the influence of their dead faith and ceremonies.  

 

If Mind is not the master of sin, sickness, and death, they are immortal, for it is already proved that 

matter has not destroyed them, but is their basis and support.  

 



We should hesitate to say that Jehovah sins or suffers; but if sin and suffering are realities of being, 

whence did they emanate? God made all that was made, and Mind signifies God, — infinity, not 

finity. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 445:19) 

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates the unlabored 

motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. Self-seeking, envy, passion, pride, hatred, and 

revenge are cast out by the divine Mind which heals disease. The human will which maketh and 

worketh a lie, hiding the divine Principle of harmony, is destructive to health, and is the cause of 

disease rather than its cure. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 450:1–23 (np)) 

There is a large class of thinkers whose bigotry and conceit twist every fact to suit themselves. Their 

creed teaches belief in a mysterious, supernatural God, and in a natural, all-powerful devil. Another 

class, still more unfortunate, are so depraved that they appear to be innocent. They utter a 

falsehood, while looking you blandly in the face, and they never fail to stab their benefactor in the 

back. A third class of thinkers build with solid masonry. They are sincere, generous, noble, and are 

therefore open to the approach and recognition of Truth. To teach Christian Science to such as 

these is no task. They do not incline longingly to error, whine over the demands of Truth, nor play 

the traitor for place and power.  

 

Some people yield slowly to the touch of Truth. Few yield without a struggle, and many are reluctant 

to acknowledge that they have yielded; but unless this admission is made, evil will boast itself above 

good. The Christian Scientist has enlisted to lessen evil, disease, and death; and he will overcome 

them by understanding their nothingness and the allness of God, or good. Sickness to him is no less 

a temptation than is sin, and he heals them both by understanding God's power over them. The 

Christian Scientist knows that they are errors of belief, which Truth can and will destroy.  

 

Who, that has felt the perilous beliefs in life, substance, and intelligence separated from God, can 

say that there is no error of belief? Knowing the claim of animal magnetism, that all evil combines in 

the belief of life, substance, and intelligence in matter, electricity, animal nature, and organic life, 

who will deny that these are the errors which Truth must and will annihilate? Christian Scientists 

must live under the constant pressure of the apostolic command to come out from the material world 

and be separate. They must renounce aggression, oppression and the pride of power. Christianity, 

with the crown of Love upon her brow, must be their queen of life.  

 

Students of Christian Science, who start with its letter and think to succeed without the spirit, will 

either make shipwreck of their faith or be turned sadly awry. They must not only seek, but strive, to 

enter the narrow path of Life, for “wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 

and many there be which go in thereat.” Man walks in the direction towards which he looks, and 

where his treasure is, there will his heart be also. If our hopes and affections are spiritual, they come 

from above, not from beneath, and they bear as of old the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of Mind-healing, knows that 



human will is not Christian Science, and he must recognize this in order to defend himself from the 

influence of human will. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 483:13–5) 

After the author's sacred discovery, she affixed the name “Science” to Christianity, the name “error” 

to corporeal sense, and the name “substance” to Mind. Science has called the world to battle over 

this issue and its demonstration, which heals the sick, destroys error, and reveals the universal 

harmony. To those natural Christian Scientists, the ancient worthies, and to Christ Jesus, God 

certainly revealed the spirit of Christian Science, if not the absolute letter.  

 

Because the Science of Mind seems to bring into dishonor the ordinary scientific schools, which 

wrestle with material observations alone, this Science has met with opposition; but if any system 

honors God, it ought to receive aid, not opposition, from all thinking persons. And Christian Science 

does honor God as no other theory honors Him, and it does this in the way of His appointing, by 

doing many wonderful works through the divine name and nature. One must fulfil one's mission 

without timidity or dissimulation, for to be well done, the work must be done unselfishly. Christianity 

will never be based on a divine Principle and so found to be unerring, until its absolute Science is 

reached. When this is accomplished, neither pride, prejudice, bigotry, nor envy can wash away its 

foundation, for it is built upon the rock, Christ. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


