
DIVINE LOVE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 44, 91, 206 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Exodus 20:1–20) 

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt 

not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is 

in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 

nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto 

thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the 

LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the 

seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 

nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 

thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 

rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. ¶ Honour thy 

father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth 

thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear 

false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet 

thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 

that is thy neighbour's. ¶ And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of 

the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar 

off. And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, 

lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his 

fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 

 

 

 

 



(I Kings 19:9–13) 

¶ And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to 

him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for 

the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 

altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to 

take it away. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the 

LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks 

before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the 

LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: 

and after the fire a still small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it that he wrapped his face in 

his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice 

unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 

 

 

(Psalms 139:1–24) 

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 

thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art 

acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it 

altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither 

shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 

behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness 

shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but 

the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast 

possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My substance 

was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the 

earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were 

written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. How precious 

also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are 

more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee. Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O 

God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine 

enemies take thy name in vain. Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved 

with those that rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any 

wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 

 

(Matthew 3:13–17) 

¶ Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, 

saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto 

him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 

opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo 



a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

 

 

(Luke 9:18–20) 

¶ And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them, 

saying, Whom say the people that I am? They answering said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; 

and others say, that one of the old prophets is risen again. He said unto them, But whom say ye that 

I am? Peter answering said, The Christ of God. 

 

 

(I John 4:1–21) 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 

prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth 

that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ 

is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 

should come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the 

world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that 

knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, 

and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth 

is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was 

manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, 

that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 

another. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love 

is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of 

his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 

world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 

And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in 

love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in 

the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect 

love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love 

him, because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he 

that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And 

this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 5:29–16) 

An apostle says that the Son of God [Christ] came to “destroy the works of the devil.” We should 

follow our divine Exemplar, and seek the destruction of all evil works, error and disease included. 

We cannot escape the penalty due for sin. The Scriptures say, that if we deny Christ, “he also will 

deny us.”  

 

Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms the 

sinner. God is not separate from the wisdom He bestows. The talents He gives we must improve. 

Calling on Him to forgive our work badly done or left undone, implies the vain supposition that we 

have nothing to do but to ask pardon, and that afterwards we shall be free to repeat the offence.  

 

To cause suffering as the result of sin, is the means of destroying sin. Every supposed pleasure in 

sin will furnish more than its equivalent of pain, until belief in material life and sin is destroyed. To 

reach heaven, the harmony of being, we must understand the divine Principle of being. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 14:1–24) 

If we are sensibly with the body and regard omnipotence as a corporeal, material person, whose ear 

we would gain, we are not “absent from the body” and “present with the Lord” in the demonstration 

of Spirit. We cannot “serve two masters.” To be “present with the Lord” is to have, not mere 

emotional ecstasy or faith, but the actual demonstration and understanding of Life as revealed in 

Christian Science. To be “with the Lord” is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely 

governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.  

 

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in 

nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in sickness, you 

will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is controlled by spiritual Life, 

Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: “He that believeth on me, the works 

that I do shall he do also; . . . because I go unto my Father,” — [because the Ego is absent from the 

body, and present with Truth and Love.] The Lord's Prayer is the prayer of Soul, not of material 

sense. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 18:13) 

The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine Principle of Christ is 

God, and how can God propitiate Himself? Christ is Truth, which reaches no higher than itself. The 

fountain can rise no higher than its source. Christ, Truth, could conciliate no nature above his own, 

derived from the eternal Love. It was therefore Christ's purpose to reconcile man to God, not God to 



man. Love and Truth are not at war with God's image and likeness. Man cannot exceed divine Love, 

and so atone for himself. Even Christ cannot reconcile Truth to error, for Truth and error are 

irreconcilable. Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine 

Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, 

and death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 30:14–25) 

Rabbi and priest taught the Mosaic law, which said: “An eye for an eye,” and “Whoso sheddeth 

man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” Not so did Jesus, the new executor for God, present 

the divine law of Love, which blesses even those that curse it.  

 

As the individual ideal of Truth, Christ Jesus came to rebuke rabbinical error and all sin, sickness, 

and death, — to point out the way of Truth and Life. This ideal was demonstrated throughout the 

whole earthly career of Jesus, showing the difference between the offspring of Soul and of material 

sense, of Truth and of error. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 26:1–18) 

While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what he did for mortals, — treading 

alone his loving pathway up to the throne of glory, in speechless agony exploring the way for us, — 

yet Jesus spares us not one individual experience, if we follow his commands faithfully; and all have 

the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration of his love, till all are 

redeemed through divine Love.  

 

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life;” “I and my Father are one.” This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine nature, 

the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority over sin, 

sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove what God is 

and what He does for man. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 43:3–20) 

The magnitude of Jesus' work, his material disappearance before their eyes and his reappearance, 

all enabled the disciples to understand what Jesus had said. Heretofore they had only believed; now 

they understood. The advent of this understanding is what is meant by the descent of the Holy 

Ghost, — that influx of divine Science which so illuminated the Pentecostal Day and is now 

repeating its ancient history.  

 

Jesus' last proof was the highest, the most convincing, the most profitable to his students. The 

malignity of brutal persecutors, the treason and suicide of his betrayer, were overruled by divine 

Love to the glorification of the man and of the true idea of God, which Jesus' persecutors had 

mocked and tried to slay. The final demonstration of the truth which Jesus taught, and for which he 

was crucified, opened a new era for the world. Those who slew him to stay his influence perpetuated 



and extended it. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 218:17–5) 

Why pray for the recovery of the sick, if you are without faith in God's willingness and ability to heal 

them? If you do believe in God, why do you substitute drugs for the Almighty's power, and employ 

means which lead only into material ways of obtaining help, instead of turning in time of need to 

God, divine Love, who is an ever-present help?  

 

Treat a belief in sickness as you would sin, with sudden dismissal. Resist the temptation to believe in 

matter as intelligent, as having sensation or power.  

 

The Scriptures say, “They that wait upon the Lord . . . shall run, and not be weary; and they shall 

walk, and not faint.” The meaning of that passage is not perverted by applying it literally to moments 

of fatigue, for the moral and physical are as one in their results. When we wake to the truth of being, 

all disease, pain, weakness, weariness, sorrow, sin, death, will be unknown, and the mortal dream 

will forever cease. My method of treating fatigue applies to all bodily ailments, since Mind should be, 

and is, supreme, absolute, and final. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 224:22–4) 

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals in 

sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open or close 

the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of old to the 

patriarch at noonday?  

 

Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, “Slavery is abolished.” 

The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine Love. What is 

this supposed power, which opposes itself to God? Whence cometh it? What is it that binds man 

with iron shackles to sin, sickness, and death? Whatever enslaves man is opposed to the divine 

government. Truth makes man free. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 287:32–8) 

Truth cannot be contaminated by error. The statement that Truth is real necessarily includes the 

correlated statement, that error, Truth's unlikeness, is unreal.  

 

The suppositional warfare between truth and error is only the mental conflict between the evidence 

of the spiritual senses and the testimony of the material senses, and this warfare between the Spirit 

and flesh will settle all questions through faith in and the understanding of divine Love. 

 

 



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 



CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


