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Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My
wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: And he fenced it, and gathered out
the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst
of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What could have been
done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it
should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? And now go to; I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten
up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: And I will lay it
waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the
LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he
looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit
this vine; And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that
thou madest strong for thyself. ...

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou
madest strong for thyself.

There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilæans, whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose
ye that these Galilæans were sinners above all the Galilæans, because they suffered
such things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those
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eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were
sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish. ¶ He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then
said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit
on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he
answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and
dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth
not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may
bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches:
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my
disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If
ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my commandment,
That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I
have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.
These things I command you, that ye love one another.

¶ Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and
I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven
times: but, Until seventy times seven.

... why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam
that is in thine own eye? Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull
out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then
shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother's eye. For a good tree
bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. For
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every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a
bramble bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.

A Psalm of David. Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against
the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as
the green herb. Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and
verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the
desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall
bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy
judgment as the noonday. Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself
because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked
devices to pass. Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do
evil. ...

A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked. ...

I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet
he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.

... they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their
faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.
And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And
Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether
is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may
know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick
of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and
departed to his house. But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified
God, which had given such power unto men.

Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; But
have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor
handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. But if our gospel be hid, it is
hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image
of God, should shine unto them. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen
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vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled
on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but
not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For
we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in
you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and
therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which
raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.
For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal.

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

When God called the author to proclaim His Gospel to this age, there came also the
charge to plant and water His vineyard.

To suppose that God constitutes laws of inharmony is a mistake; discords have no
support from nature or divine law, however much is said to the contrary. 

Can the agriculturist, according to belief, produce a crop without sowing the seed and
awaiting its germination according to the laws of nature? The answer is no, and yet the
Scriptures inform us that sin, or error, first caused the condemnation of man to till the
ground, and indicate that obedience to God will remove this necessity. Truth never
made error necessary, nor devised a law to perpetuate error. 

The supposed laws which result in weariness and disease are not His laws, for the
legitimate and only possible action of Truth is the production of harmony. Laws of
nature are laws of Spirit; but mortals commonly recognize as law that
which hides the power of Spirit.

Laws of 
nature spiritual
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The condemnation of mortals to till the ground means this, — that mortals should so
improve material belief by thought tending spiritually upward as to destroy
materiality. Man, created by God, was given dominion over the whole earth.

Mental 
tillage

At present mortals progress slowly for fear of being thought ridiculous. They are slaves
to fashion, pride, and sense. Sometime we shall learn how Spirit, the great
architect, has created men and women in Science. We ought to weary of the
fleeting and false and to cherish nothing which hinders our highest
selfhood.

Basis of true
religion

We weep because others weep, we yawn because they yawn, and we have smallpox
because others have it; but mortal mind, not matter, contains and carries the
infection. When this mental contagion is understood, we shall be more
careful of our mental conditions, and we shall avoid loquacious tattling
about disease, as we would avoid advocating crime. Neither sympathy nor society
should ever tempt us to cherish error in any form, and certainly we should not be
error's advocate.

Source of 
contagion

If mortals would keep proper ward over mortal mind, the brood of evils which infest it
would be cleared out. We must begin with this so-called mind and empty it
of sin and sickness, or sin and sickness will never cease. ...

Sin and disease must be thought before they can be manifested. You must control evil
thoughts in the first instance, or they will control you in the second. Jesus declared that
to look with desire on forbidden objects was to break a moral precept. He laid great
stress on the action of the human mind, unseen to the senses. 

Evil thoughts and aims reach no farther and do no more harm than one's belief
permits. Evil thoughts, lusts, and malicious purposes cannot go forth, like wandering
pollen, from one human mind to another, finding unsuspected lodgment, if virtue and
truth build a strong defence.

Cleansing 
the mind

We should prevent the images of disease from taking form in thought, and we should
efface the outlines of disease already formulated in the minds of mortals.

What an abuse of natural beauty to say that a rose, the smile of God, can produce
suffering! The joy of its presence, its beauty and fragrance, should uplift the thought,
and dissuade any sense of fear or fever. It is profane to fancy that the perfume of clover
and the breath of new-mown hay can cause glandular inflammation, sneezing, and
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nasal pangs.

Reverse the case. Stand porter at the door of thought. Admitting only such conclusions
as you wish realized in bodily results, you will control yourself harmoniously.
When the condition is present which you say induces disease, whether it be
air, exercise, heredity, contagion, or accident, then perform your office as
porter and shut out these unhealthy thoughts and fears. Exclude from mortal mind the
offending errors; then the body cannot suffer from them. The issues of pain or pleasure
must come through mind, and like a watchman forsaking his post, we admit the
intruding belief, forgetting that through divine help we can forbid this entrance.

Guarding 
the door

If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to allow Soul to hold
the control, we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask. Only in this way can we
bless our enemies, though they may not so construe our words. We cannot choose for
ourselves, but must work out our salvation in the way Jesus taught. In meekness and
might, he was found preaching the gospel to the poor. Pride and fear are unfit to bear
the standard of Truth, and God will never place it in such hands.

Saints and sinners get their full award, but not always in this world. The followers of
Christ drank his cup. Ingratitude and persecution filled it to the brim; but God pours
the riches of His love into the understanding and affections, giving us strength
according to our day. Sinners flourish “like a green bay tree;” but, looking farther, the
Psalmist could see their end, — the destruction of sin through suffering.

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates
the unlabored motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. Self-seeking,
envy, passion, pride, hatred, and revenge are cast out by the divine Mind
which heals disease. The human will which maketh and worketh a lie, hiding
the divine Principle of harmony, is destructive to health, and is the cause of disease
rather than its cure.

Divine 
energy

Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us
labor to dissolve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will,
self-justification, and self-love, — which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin
and death.

At all times and under all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know thyself, and
God will supply the wisdom and the occasion for a victory over evil. Clad in
the panoply of Love, human hatred cannot reach you. The cement of a higher
humanity will unite all interests in the one divinity.

The armor
of divinity
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A mental state of self-condemnation and guilt or a faltering and doubting trust in Truth
are unsuitable conditions for healing the sick. Such mental states indicate
weakness instead of strength. Hence the necessity of being right yourself in
order to teach this Science of healing. You must utilize the moral might of
Mind in order to walk over the waves of error and support your claims by
demonstration. If you are yourself lost in the belief and fear of disease or sin, and if,
knowing the remedy, you fail to use the energies of Mind in your own behalf, you can
exercise little or no power for others' help. “First cast out the beam out of thine own
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.”

Weakness 
and guilt

It is “easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,” than for sinful beliefs to
enter the kingdom of heaven, eternal harmony. Through repentance, spiritual baptism,
and regeneration, mortals put off their material beliefs and false individuality. It is only
a question of time when “they shall all know Me [God], from the least of
them unto the greatest.” Denial of the claims of matter is a great step
towards the joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph
over the body.

Spiritual 
baptism

Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in
abeyance with kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity,
and to overcome deceit with honesty. Choke these errors in their early
stages, if you would not cherish an army of conspirators against health,
happiness, and success. They will deliver you to the judge, the arbiter of truth against
error. The judge will deliver you to justice, and the sentence of the moral law will be
executed upon mortal mind and body. Both will be manacled until the last farthing is
paid, — until you have balanced your account with God. “Whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.” The good man finally can overcome his fear of sin. This is sin's
necessity, — to destroy itself.

Mental 
conspirators


