
LIFE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 101, 206, 342 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Deuteronomy 30:11–20) 
¶ For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far 

off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto 

us, that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall 

go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? But the word is very nigh 

unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. ¶ See, I have set before thee this 

day life and good, and death and evil; In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to 

walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou 

mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to 

possess it. But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and 

worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and 

that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess 

it. I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, 

blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: That thou mayest 

love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: 

for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD 

sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

 

 

 



(Psalms 36:5–9) 

Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy 

righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest 

man and beast. How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their 

trust under the shadow of thy wings. They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 

house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. For with thee is the fountain of 

life: in thy light shall we see light. 

 

 

(Jeremiah 18:1–6) 

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Arise, and go down to the potter's house, 

and there I will cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, 

he wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the 

potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word 

of the LORD came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the 

LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. 

 

 

(Luke 12:22–34) 

¶ And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye 

shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and the body is more 

than raiment. Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor 

barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? And which of you with 

taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, 

why take ye thought for the rest? Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and 

yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then God so 

clothe the grass, which is to-day in the field, and to-morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will 

he clothe you, O ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither 

be ye of doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father 

knoweth that ye have need of these things. ¶ But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these 

things shall be added unto you. Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 

the kingdom. Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a 

treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. For 



where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

 

(John 6:27, 32–35, 47–58, 63) 

Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which 

the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. ... 

 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from 

heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he which 

cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore 

give us this bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 

never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. ... 

 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. I am that bread of life. 

Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down 

from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from 

heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, 

which I will give for the life of the world. The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How 

can this man give us his flesh to eat? Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth 

my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh 

is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 

dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that 

eateth me, even he shall live by me. This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your 

fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. ... 

 

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 

spirit, and they are life. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 468:25–6) 

Question. — What is Life?  

 

Answer. — Life is divine Principle, Mind, Soul, Spirit. Life is without beginning and without end. 

Eternity, not time, expresses the thought of Life, and time is no part of eternity. One ceases in 

proportion as the other is recognized. Time is finite; eternity is forever infinite. Life is neither in nor of 

matter. What is termed matter is unknown to Spirit, which includes in itself all substance and is Life 

eternal. Matter is a human concept. Life is divine Mind. Life is not limited. Death and finiteness are 

unknown to Life. If Life ever had a beginning, it would also have an ending. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 22:11–22) 

“Work out your own salvation,” is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh with you. 

“Occupy till I come!” Wait for your reward, and “be not weary in well doing.” If your endeavors are 

beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a 

sluggard in the race.  

 

When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive 

according to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means that we 

shall be tried and purified. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:28–16) 

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real being 

which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of religion and 

worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love. Jesus sent a message to 

John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question that the Christ had come: “Go your 

way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other 

words: Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that God is 

the power in the Messianic work.  



 

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with his 

scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if 

he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be 

destroyed. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 91:5–21) 

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the divine Principle, 

Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true spiritual growth.  

 

It is difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science exposes his nothingness; but 

the sooner error is reduced to its native nothingness, the sooner man's great reality will appear and 

his genuine being will be understood. The destruction of error is by no means the destruction of 

Truth or Life, but is the acknowledgment of them.  

 

Absorbed in material selfhood we discern and reflect but faintly the substance of Life or Mind. The 

denial of material selfhood aids the discernment of man's spiritual and eternal individuality, and 

destroys the erroneous knowledge gained from matter or through what are termed the material 

senses. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 107:1–11 (np)) 

In the year 1866, I discovered the Christ Science or divine laws of Life, Truth, and Love, and named 

my discovery Christian Science. God had been graciously preparing me during many years for the 

reception of this final revelation of the absolute divine Principle of scientific mental healing.  

 

This apodictical Principle points to the revelation of Immanuel, “God with us,” — the sovereign ever-

presence, delivering the children of men from every ill “that flesh is heir to.” Through Christian 

Science, religion and medicine are inspired with a diviner nature and essence; fresh pinions are 

given to faith and understanding, and thoughts acquaint themselves intelligently with God.  

 

Feeling so perpetually the false consciousness that life inheres in the body, yet remembering that in 



reality God is our Life, we may well tremble in the prospect of those days in which we must say, “I 

have no pleasure in them.”  

 

Whence came to me this heavenly conviction, — a conviction antagonistic to the testimony of the 

physical senses? According to St. Paul, it was “the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the 

effectual working of His power.” It was the divine law of Life and Love, unfolding to me the 

demonstrable fact that matter possesses neither sensation nor life; that human experiences show 

the falsity of all material things; and that immortal cravings, “the price of learning love,” establish the 

truism that the only sufferer is mortal mind, for the divine Mind cannot suffer. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 117:6–23) 

God is Spirit; therefore the language of Spirit must be, and is, spiritual. Christian Science attaches 

no physical nature and significance to the Supreme Being or His manifestation; mortals alone do 

this. God's essential language is spoken of in the last chapter of Mark's Gospel as the new tongue, 

the spiritual meaning of which is attained through “signs following.”  

 

Ear hath not heard, nor hath lip spoken, the pure language of Spirit. Our Master taught spirituality by 

similitudes and parables. As a divine student he unfolded God to man, illustrating and demonstrating 

Life and Truth in himself and by his power over the sick and sinning. Human theories are inadequate 

to interpret the divine Principle involved in the miracles (marvels) wrought by Jesus and especially in 

his mighty, crowning, unparalleled, and triumphant exit from the flesh. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 216:3–5 (np)) 

Who shall say that man is alive to-day, but may be dead to-morrow? What has touched Life, God, to 

such strange issues? Here theories cease, and Science unveils the mystery and solves the problem 

of man. Error bites the heel of truth, but cannot kill truth. Truth bruises the head of error — destroys 

error. Spirituality lays open siege to materialism. On which side are we fighting?  

 

The understanding that the Ego is Mind, and that there is but one Mind or intelligence, begins at 

once to destroy the errors of mortal sense and to supply the truth of immortal sense. This 

understanding makes the body harmonious; it makes the nerves, bones, brain, etc., servants, 



instead of masters. If man is governed by the law of divine Mind, his body is in submission to 

everlasting Life and Truth and Love. The great mistake of mortals is to suppose that man, God's 

image and likeness, is both matter and Spirit, both good and evil.  

 

If the decision were left to the corporeal senses, evil would appear to be the master of good, and 

sickness to be the rule of existence, while health would seem the exception, death the inevitable, 

and life a paradox. Paul asked: “What concord hath Christ with Belial?” (2 Corinthians vi. 15.)  

 

When you say, “Man's body is material,” I say with Paul: Be “willing rather to be absent from the 

body, and to be present with the Lord.” Give up your material belief of mind in matter, and have but 

one Mind, even God; for this Mind forms its own likeness. The loss of man's identity through the 

understanding which Science confers is impossible; and the notion of such a possibility is more 

absurd than to conclude that individual musical tones are lost in the origin of harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 279:6–29) 

The doom of matter establishes the conclusion that matter, slime, or protoplasm never originated in 

the immortal Mind, and is therefore not eternal. Matter is neither created by Mind nor for the 

manifestation and support of Mind.  

 

Ideas are tangible and real to immortal consciousness, and they have the advantage of being 

eternal. Spirit and matter can neither coexist nor cooperate, and one can no more create the other 

than Truth can create error, or vice versa.  

 

In proportion as the belief disappears that life and intelligence are in or of matter, the immortal facts 

of being are seen, and their only idea or intelligence is in God. Spirit is reached only through the 

understanding and demonstration of eternal Life and Truth and Love.  

 

Every system of human philosophy, doctrine, and medicine is more or less infected with the 

pantheistic belief that there is mind in matter; but this belief contradicts alike revelation and right 

reasoning. A logical and scientific conclusion is reached only through the knowledge that there are 

not two bases of being, matter and mind, but one alone, — Mind. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 427:1) 

If it is true that man lives, this fact can never change in Science to the opposite belief that man dies. 

Life is the law of Soul, even the law of the spirit of Truth, and Soul is never without its representative. 

Man's individual being can no more die nor disappear in unconsciousness than can Soul, for both 

are immortal. If man believes in death now, he must disbelieve in it when learning that there is no 

reality in death, since the truth of being is deathless. The belief that existence is contingent on matter 

must be met and mastered by Science, before Life can be understood and harmony obtained. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 258:13–14 (np)) 

God expresses in man the infinite idea forever developing itself, broadening and rising higher and 

higher from a boundless basis. Mind manifests all that exists in the infinitude of Truth. We know no 

more of man as the true divine image and likeness, than we know of God.  

 

The infinite Principle is reflected by the infinite idea and spiritual individuality, but the material so-

called senses have no cognizance of either Principle or its idea. The human capacities are enlarged 

and perfected in proportion as humanity gains the true conception of man and God.  

 

Mortals have a very imperfect sense of the spiritual man and of the infinite range of his thought. To 

him belongs eternal Life. Never born and never dying, it were impossible for man, under the 

government of God in eternal Science, to fall from his high estate.  

 

Through spiritual sense you can discern the heart of divinity, and thus begin to comprehend in 

Science the generic term man. Man is not absorbed in Deity, and man cannot lose his individuality, 

for he reflects eternal Life; nor is he an isolated, solitary idea, for he represents infinite Mind, the sum 

of all substance.  

 

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ 

Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their poor 

thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and dying. 

The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect Principle and 

idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and demonstration. 



 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  



Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


