
IDENTITY 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 157, 444, 439 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

 

(Genesis 1:26, 27) 

¶ And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 

 

 

(Jeremiah 18:1–6) 

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Arise, and go down to the potter's house, 

and there I will cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, 

he wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the 

potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word 

of the LORD came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the 

LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. 

 

 

 



(John 10:22–42) 

¶ And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the 

temple in Solomon's porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost 

thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye 

believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, 

because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 

pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able 

to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again 

to stone him. Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which 

of those works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee 

not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered 

them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of 

God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and 

sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? If I do not the works of 

my Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may 

know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him. Therefore they sought again to take him: 

but he escaped out of their hand, And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at 

first baptized; and there he abode. And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but 

all things that John spake of this man were true. And many believed on him there. 

 

 

(John 8:12–32) 

¶ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 

not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou 

bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear 

record of myself, yet my record is true; for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell 

whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, my 

judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law, 

that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent 

me beareth witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye 

neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. These 

words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his 

hour was not yet come. Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and 



shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? 

because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am 

from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in 

your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. Then said they unto him, Who 

art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. I have 

many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those 

things which I have heard of him. They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. Then 

said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and 

that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent 

me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. As he 

spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If 

ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free. 

 

 

(Colossians 3:1–17) 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 

hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and 

your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 

appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 

uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For 

which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also 

walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, 

blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put 

off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after 

the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as 

the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 

longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 

any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is 

the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called 

in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 

to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 



thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

 

(Hebrews 1:1–14) 

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 

Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 

whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 

person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, 

sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; Being made so much better than the angels, as 

he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said 

he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, 

and he shall be to me a Son? And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he 

saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels 

spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 

ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and 

hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy 

fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are 

the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a 

garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the 

same, and thy years shall not fail. But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right 

hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 

minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 70:12–26 (np)) 

The divine Mind maintains all identities, from a blade of grass to a star, as distinct and eternal. The 

questions are: What are God's identities? What is Soul? Does life or soul exist in the thing formed?  

 

Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. Evil has no reality. It is 

neither person, place, nor thing, but is simply a belief, an illusion of material sense.  



 

The identity, or idea, of all reality continues forever; but Spirit, or the divine Principle of all, is not in 

Spirit's formations. Soul is synonymous with Spirit, God, the creative, governing, infinite Principle 

outside of finite form, which forms only reflect.  

 

Close your eyes, and you may dream that you see a flower, — that you touch and smell it. Thus you 

learn that the flower is a product of the so-called mind, a formation of thought rather than of matter. 

Close your eyes again, and you may see landscapes, men, and women. Thus you learn that these 

also are images, which mortal mind holds and evolves and which simulate mind, life, and 

intelligence. From dreams also you learn that neither mortal mind nor matter is the image or likeness 

of God, and that immortal Mind is not in matter.  

 

When the Science of Mind is understood, spiritualism will be found mainly erroneous, having no 

scientific basis nor origin, no proof nor power outside of human testimony. It is the offspring of the 

physical senses. There is no sensuality in Spirit. I never could believe in spiritualism. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 119:17) 

In one sense God is identical with nature, but this nature is spiritual and is not expressed in matter. 

The lawgiver, whose lightning palsies or prostrates in death the child at prayer, is not the divine ideal 

of omnipresent Love. God is natural good, and is represented only by the idea of goodness; while 

evil should be regarded as unnatural, because it is opposed to the nature of Spirit, God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 333:16 The) 

... The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is 

without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the 

Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some 

measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and 

the prophets caught glorious glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these seers in the 

divine nature, the essence of Love. The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will be 

inseparable from the divine Principle, God. Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity thus: 

“Before Abraham was, I am;” “I and my Father are one;” “My Father is greater than I.” The one Spirit 

includes all identities. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 302:3–30) 

The material body and mind are temporal, but the real man is spiritual and eternal. The identity of 

the real man is not lost, but found through this explanation; for the conscious infinitude of existence 

and of all identity is thereby discerned and remains unchanged. It is impossible that man should lose 

aught that is real, when God is all and eternally his. The notion that mind is in matter, and that the 

so-called pleasures and pains, the birth, sin, sickness, and death of matter, are real, is a mortal 

belief; and this belief is all that will ever be lost.  

 



Continuing our definition of man, let us remember that harmonious and immortal man has existed 

forever, and is always beyond and above the mortal illusion of any life, substance, and intelligence 

as existent in matter. This statement is based on fact, not fable. The Science of being reveals man 

as perfect, even as the Father is perfect, because the Soul, or Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the 

divine Principle of all being, and because this real man is governed by Soul instead of sense, by the 

law of Spirit, not by the so-called laws of matter.  

 

God is Love. He is therefore the divine, infinite Principle, called Person or God. Man's true 

consciousness is in the mental, not in any bodily or personal likeness to Spirit. Indeed, the body 

presents no proper likeness of divinity, though mortal sense would fain have us so believe. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 135:11–32) 

The same power which heals sin heals also sickness. This is “the beauty of holiness,” that when 

Truth heals the sick, it casts out evils, and when Truth casts out the evil called disease, it heals the 

sick. When Christ cast out the devil of dumbness, “it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the 

dumb spake.” There is to-day danger of repeating the offence of the Jews by limiting the Holy One of 

Israel and asking: “Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?” What cannot God do?  

 

It has been said, and truly, that Christianity must be Science, and Science must be Christianity, else 

one or the other is false and useless; but neither is unimportant or untrue, and they are alike in 

demonstration. This proves the one to be identical with the other. Christianity as Jesus taught it was 

not a creed, nor a system of ceremonies, nor a special gift from a ritualistic Jehovah; but it was the 

demonstration of divine Love casting out error and healing the sick, not merely in the name of Christ, 

or Truth, but in demonstration of Truth, as must be the case in the cycles of divine light. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 216:28) 

When you say, “Man's body is material,” I say with Paul: Be “willing rather to be absent from the 

body, and to be present with the Lord.” Give up your material belief of mind in matter, and have but 

one Mind, even God; for this Mind forms its own likeness. The loss of man's identity through the 

understanding which Science confers is impossible; and the notion of such a possibility is more 

absurd than to conclude that individual musical tones are lost in the origin of harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 261:21–8) 

Detach sense from the body, or matter, which is only a form of human belief, and you may learn the 

meaning of God, or good, and the nature of the immutable and immortal. Breaking away from the 

mutations of time and sense, you will neither lose the solid objects and ends of life nor your own 

identity. Fixing your gaze on the realities supernal, you will rise to the spiritual consciousness of 

being, even as the bird which has burst from the egg and preens its wings for a skyward flight.  

 

We should forget our bodies in remembering good and the human race. Good demands of man 

every hour, in which to work out the problem of being. Consecration to good does not lessen man's 



dependence on God, but heightens it. Neither does consecration diminish man's obligations to God, 

but shows the paramount necessity of meeting them. Christian Science takes naught from the 

perfection of God, but it ascribes to Him the entire glory. By putting “off the old man with his deeds,” 

mortals “put on immortality.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 265:10) 

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man's absorption 

into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a wider sphere of 

thought and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 287:22) 

Error is false, mortal belief; it is illusion, without spiritual identity or foundation, and it has no real 

existence. The supposition that life, substance, and intelligence are in matter, or of it, is an error. 

Matter is neither a thing nor a person, but merely the objective supposition of Spirit's opposite. The 

five material senses testify to truth and error as united in a mind both good and evil. Their false 

evidence will finally yield to Truth, — to the recognition of Spirit and of the spiritual creation. 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 505:9) 

The divine Mind, not matter, creates all identities, and they are forms of Mind, the ideas of Spirit 

apparent only as Mind, never as mindless matter nor the so-called material senses. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


