
LIGHT 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 101, 144, 313 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Genesis 1:1–5) 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it 
was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 
 

 

(Psalms 27:1–4, 14) 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to 
eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. Though an host should encamp against me, my heart 
shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. One thing have I 
desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. ... 
 
Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
LORD. 
 

 

(Isaiah 60:1–5) 

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather 
themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall 
be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be 



enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the 
Gentiles shall come unto thee. 
 

 

(Daniel 5:3–14) 

Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God 
which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in 
them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, 
and of stone. ¶ In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the 
candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the 
hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so 
that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. The king cried 
aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and 
said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and 
shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not 
read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. Then was king 
Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were 
astonied. ¶ Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the 
banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit 
of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I 
say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; 
Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, 
and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom 
the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. Then 
was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that 
Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out 
of Jewry? I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and 
understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 
 

 

(Zechariah 4:1–14) 

And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of 
his sleep, And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a 
candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven 
pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: And two olive trees by it, one upon 
the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. So I answered and spake to 
the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? Then the angel that talked with 
me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then 
he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. Who art thou, O 
great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the 
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Moreover the word of the LORD 
came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his 
hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 



For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet 
in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro 
through the whole earth. ¶ Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees 
upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? And I answered again, and 
said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the 
golden oil out of themselves? And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? 
And I said, No, my lord. Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord 
of the whole earth. 
 

 

(Matthew 5:13–16) 

¶ Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it 
is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are 
the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. 
 

 

(John 1:1–9) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through 
him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was 
the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
 

 

(II Timothy 1:10) 

But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 
 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 366:30–29) 



 
If we would open their prison doors for the sick, we must first learn to bind up the broken-
hearted. If we would heal by the Spirit, we must not hide the talent of spiritual healing under the 
napkin of its form, nor bury the morale of Christian Science in the grave-clothes of its letter. The 
tender word and Christian encouragement of an invalid, pitiful patience with his fears and the 
removal of them, are better than hecatombs of gushing theories, stereotyped borrowed 
speeches, and the doling of arguments, which are but so many parodies on legitimate Christian 
Science, aflame with divine Love.  
 
This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not “for the loaves and fishes,” nor, like the 
Pharisee, with the arrogance of rank and display of scholarship, but like Mary Magdalene, from 
the summit of devout consecration, with the oil of gladness and the perfume of gratitude, with 
tears of repentance and with those hairs all numbered by the Father.  
 
A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his disciples, 
when he said: “Ye are the salt of the earth.” “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an 
hill cannot be hid.” Let us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose not its saltness, and that this 
light be not hid, but radiate and glow into noontide glory.  
 
The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a “still, small voice,” through 
silent utterances and divine anointing which quicken and increase the beneficial effects of 
Christianity. I long to see the consummation of my hope, namely, the student's higher 
attainments in this line of light. 
 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 42:1–8) 

Jesus' life proved, divinely and scientifically, that God is Love, whereas priest and rabbi affirmed 
God to be a mighty potentate, who loves and hates. The Jewish theology gave no hint of the 
unchanging love of God.  
 
The universal belief in death is of no advantage. It cannot make Life or Truth apparent. Death 
will be found at length to be a mortal dream, which comes in darkness and disappears with the 
light. 

 
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 190:14–7) 

Human birth, growth, maturity, and decay are as the grass springing from the soil with beautiful 
green blades, afterwards to wither and return to its native nothingness. This mortal seeming is 
temporal; it never merges into immortal being, but finally disappears, and immortal man, 
spiritual and eternal, is found to be the real man.  
 
The Hebrew bard, swayed by mortal thoughts, thus swept his lyre with saddening strains on 
human existence:  
 
As for man, his days are as grass:  
As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.  
For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone;  
And the place thereof shall know it no more.  
When hope rose higher in the human heart, he sang:  



 
As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness:  
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness.  
For with Thee is the fountain of life;  
In Thy light shall we see light.  
 
The brain can give no idea of God's man. It can take no cognizance of Mind. Matter is not the 
organ of infinite Mind.  
 
As mortals give up the delusion that there is more than one Mind, more than one God, man in 
God's likeness will appear, and this eternal man will include in that likeness no material element. 
 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 215:4–26) 

If Spirit, Soul, could sin or be lost, then being and immortality would be lost, together with all the 
faculties of Mind; but being cannot be lost while God exists. Soul and matter are at variance 
from the very necessity of their opposite natures. Mortals are unacquainted with the reality of 
existence, because matter and mortality do not reflect the facts of Spirit.  
 
Spiritual vision is not subordinate to geometric altitudes. Whatever is governed by God, is never 
for an instant deprived of the light and might of intelligence and Life.  
 
We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness 
to be only a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the 
appearance of reality. So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the suppositional absence of 
Life, God, and flee as phantoms of error before truth and love.  
 
With its divine proof, Science reverses the evidence of material sense. Every quality and 
condition of mortality is lost, swallowed up in immortality. Mortal man is the antipode of immortal 
man in origin, in existence, and in his relation to God. 
 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 266:6–32) 

Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the time will come when you 
will be solitary, left without sympathy; but this seeming vacuum is already filled with divine Love. 
When this hour of development comes, even if you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual 
Love will force you to accept what best promotes your growth. Friends will betray and enemies 
will slander, until the lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for “man's extremity is God's opportunity.” 
The author has experienced the foregoing prophecy and its blessings. Thus He teaches mortals 
to lay down their fleshliness and gain spirituality. This is done through self-abnegation. Universal 
Love is the divine way in Christian Science.  
 
The sinner makes his own hell by doing evil, and the saint his own heaven by doing right. The 
opposite persecutions of material sense, aiding evil with evil, would deceive the very elect.  
 
Mortals must follow Jesus' sayings and his demonstrations, which dominate the flesh. Perfect 
and infinite Mind enthroned is heaven. The evil beliefs which originate in mortals are hell. Man is 



the idea of Spirit; he reflects the beatific presence, illuming the universe with light. Man is 
deathless, spiritual. He is above sin or frailty. He does not cross the barriers of time into the vast 
forever of Life, but he coexists with God and the universe. 
 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 288:27–7) 

Science reveals the glorious possibilities of immortal man, forever unlimited by the mortal 
senses. The Christ-element in the Messiah made him the Way-shower, Truth and Life.  
 
The eternal Truth destroys what mortals seem to have learned from error, and man's real 
existence as a child of God comes to light. Truth demonstrated is eternal life. Mortal man can 
never rise from the temporal débris of error, belief in sin, sickness, and death, until he learns 
that God is the only Life. The belief that life and sensation are in the body should be overcome 
by the understanding of what constitutes man as the image of God. Then Spirit will have 
overcome the flesh. 
 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 325:30–22) 

When first spoken in any age, Truth, like the light, “shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprehended it not.” A false sense of life, substance, and mind hides the divine possibilities, 
and conceals scientific demonstration.  
 
If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the way of God's appointing. Jesus said, “He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also.” He, who would reach the source and find 
the divine remedy for every ill, must not try to climb the hill of Science by some other road. All 
nature teaches God's love to man, but man cannot love God supremely and set his whole 
affections on spiritual things, while loving the material or trusting in it more than in the spiritual.  
 
We must forsake the foundation of material systems, however time-honored, if we would gain 
the Christ as our only Saviour. Not partially, but fully, the great healer of mortal mind is the 
healer of the body.  
 
The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you have started as 
you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian Science, and nothing but 
wrong intention can hinder your advancement. Working and praying with true motives, your 
Father will open the way. “Who did hinder you, that ye should not obey the truth?” 
 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 491:28–12) 

When we are awake, we dream of the pains and pleasures of matter. Who will say, even though 
he does not understand Christian Science, that this dream — rather than the dreamer — may 
not be mortal man? Who can rationally say otherwise, when the dream leaves mortal man intact 
in body and thought, although the so-called dreamer is unconscious? For right reasoning there 
should be but one fact before the thought, namely, spiritual existence. In reality there is no other 
existence, since Life cannot be united to its unlikeness, mortality.  



 
Being is holiness, harmony, immortality. It is already proved that a knowledge of this, even in 
small degree, will uplift the physical and moral standard of mortals, will increase longevity, will 
purify and elevate character. Thus progress will finally destroy all error, and bring immortality to 
light. 
 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 503:9, 20, 28) 

The divine Principle and idea constitute spiritual harmony, — heaven and eternity. In the 
universe of Truth, matter is unknown. No supposition of error enters there. Divine Science, the 
Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, “God is All-in-all,” and the light of 
ever-present Love illumines the universe. Hence the eternal wonder, — that infinite space is 
peopled with God's ideas, reflecting Him in countless spiritual forms. ... 
 
Immortal and divine Mind presents the idea of God: first, in light; second, in reflection; third, in 
spiritual and immortal forms of beauty and goodness. But this Mind creates no element nor 
symbol of discord and decay. God creates neither erring thought, mortal life, mutable truth, nor 
variable love. ... 
 
God, Spirit, dwelling in infinite light and harmony from which emanates the true idea, is never 
reflected by aught but the good. 
 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ, 

Scientist, in Boston, MA. This church is 

committed to understanding and practicing the 

works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our 



church is a healing church and all mankind is 

included in the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


