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August 30, 2023  “Our Efforts Rewarded” 

The Bible 

(Psalms 18:6) 
In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice 
out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears. 
 
(Song of Solomon 1:1, 5–7) 

I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the 
curtains of Solomon. Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath 
looked upon me: my mother’s children were angry with me; they made me the 
keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept. Tell me, O thou 
whom my soul loveth where thou feedest; where thou makest thy flock to rest at 
noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy 
companions? 

(Ruth 2:12) 
 The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD 
God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. 
 
(II Chronicles 15:7) 
Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be 
rewarded. 

II Samuel 22:2–4, [extra…] 

 in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, 
and my refuge, my saviour;  

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, and with the upright man thou 
wilt shew thyself upright. With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; ... 
... the afflicted people thou wilt save: ... 
As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all 
them that trust in him. For who is God, save the LORD? and who is a rock, save 
our God? God is my strength and power: And he maketh my way perfect. ... 
The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and exalted be the God of the rock of 
my salvation. ... 
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(Isaiah 65:16–19 he, 21–25) 

... he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and 
he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former 
troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes. …  be ye glad and 
rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, 
and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the 
voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. ...  And 
they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat 
the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and 
another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth 
for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring 
with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and 
the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD. 

Psalms 18:20, 49 
The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the 
cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me. ...  
Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing 
praises unto thy name. 

Luke 9:1, 2, 6, 10, 11) 

Then he [Jesus] called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and 
authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the 
kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. ... 
And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing 
every where. ... 
... ¶ And the apostles, when they were returned, told him all that they had done. 
And he took them, and went aside privately into a desert place belonging to the 
city called Bethsaida. And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he 
received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that 
had need of healing. 
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Luke 9:37-43 ¶ And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were 
come down from the hill, much people met him. And, behold, a man of the 
company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is 
mine only child. And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it 
teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him. 
And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could not. And Jesus 
answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, 
and suffer you? Bring thy son hither. And as he was yet a-coming, the devil threw 
him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, 
and delivered him again to his father. ¶ And they were all amazed at the mighty 
power of God. ...  

Mark 9:28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him 
privately, Why could not we cast him out? And he said unto them, This kind can 
come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

Luke 4:14; ¶ And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there 
went out a fame of him through all the region round about. ... 
8:1And  it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve 
were with him, 

(Luke 10:1, 2, 17, 21) After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and 
sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself 
would come. Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest. ... 
... ¶ And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name. ... 
... ¶ In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 
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Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures  
By Mary Baker Eddy 

29:7 Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the wrong. It 
bids us work the more earnestly in times of persecution, because then our labor is 
more needed. Great is the reward of self-sacrifice, though we may never receive it 
in this world. 

36:19-24 A selfish and limited mind may be unjust, but the unlimited and divine 
Mind is the immortal law of justice as well as of mercy. It is quite as impossible for 
sinners to receive their full punishment this side of the grave as for this world to 
bestow on the righteous their full reward. 
 
12:27 Does Deity interpose in behalf of one worshipper, and not help another who 
offers the same measure of prayer? If the sick recover because they pray or are 
prayed for audibly, only petitioners (per se or by proxy) should get well. In divine 
Science, where prayers are mental, all may avail themselves of God as “a very 
present help in trouble.” Love is impartial and universal in its adaptation and 
bestowals. It is the open fount which cries, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters.” 

22-23: “Work out your own salvation,” is the demand of Life and Love, for to 
this end God worketh with you. “Occupy till I come!” Wait for your reward, and 
“be not weary in well doing.” If your endeavors are beset by fearful odds, and you 
receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a sluggard in the race.  
When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, 
and receive according to your deserving. ... 
Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in immortality, boundless 
freedom, and sinless sense, is not reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning 
one’s faith without works to another’s vicarious effort. 

25:13–9 Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may 
understand how this divine Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs 
over death. Jesus presented the ideal of God better than could any man whose 
origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to God, he demonstrated more 
spiritually than all others the Principle of being. Hence the force of his admonition, 
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“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  
Though demonstrating his control over sin and disease, the great Teacher by no 
means relieved others from giving the requisite proofs of their own piety.  
He worked for their guidance, that they might demonstrate this power as he did and 
understand its divine Principle. Implicit faith in the Teacher and all the emotional 
love we can bestow on him, will never alone make us imitators of him. We must go 
and do likewise, else we are not improving the great blessings which our Master 
worked and suffered to bestow upon us. The divinity of the Christ was made 
manifest in the humanity of Jesus.  
While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what he did for 
mortals, — treading alone his loving pathway up to the throne of glory, in 
speechless agony exploring the way for us, — yet Jesus spares us not one 
individual experience, if we follow his commands faithfully; and all have the cup 
of sorrowful effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration of his love, till all 
are redeemed through divine Love. 

 pp 30;31   If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to 
allow Soul to hold the control, we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask. 
Only in this way can we bless our enemies, though they may not so construe our 
words. We cannot choose for ourselves, but must work out our salvation in the way 
Jesus taught. In meekness and might, he was found preaching the gospel to the 
poor.. ... 
First in the list of Christian duties, he taught his followers the healing power of 
Truth and Love. 

37:16 When will Jesus’ professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways 
and to imitate his mighty works? ... May the Christians of to-day take up the more 
practical import of that career! It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of 
every child, man, and woman, — to follow in some degree the example of the 
Master by the demonstration of Truth and Life, of health and holiness. Christians 
claim to be his followers, but do they follow him in the way that he commanded? 
Hear these imperative commands: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect!” “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature!” “Heal the sick!” 
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28:9–18) Jesus sent forth seventy students at one time, but only eleven left a 
desirable historic record. Tradition credits him with two or three hundred other 
disciples who have left no name. “Many are called, but few are chosen.” They fell 
away from grace because they never truly understood their Master’s instruction. ... 
While respecting all that is good in the Church or out of it, one’s consecration to 
Christ is more on the ground of demonstration than of profession.  
In conscience, we cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and by understanding more of 
the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we are enabled to heal the sick and to 
triumph over sin.  
Neither the origin, the character, nor the work of Jesus was generally understood. 
Not a single component part of his nature did the material world measure aright. 
 
18:3 Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man’s oneness with the Father, 
and for this we owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and 
collective. He did life’s work aright not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to 
mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not to do it for them nor to relieve 
them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against the accredited evidence 
of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices, and he refuted all opponents 
with his healing power. ... 

25:13-9   If Truth is overcoming error in your daily walk and conversation, you can 
finally say, “I have fought a good fight . . . I have kept the faith,” because you are a 
better man. This is having our part in the at-one-ment with Truth and Love. 
Christians do not continue to labor and pray, expecting because of another’s 
goodness, suffering, and triumph, that they shall reach his harmony and reward.  
If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns 
away from material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If 
honest, he will be in earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the right 
direction, till at last he finishes his course with joy. 

end 


