
ATMOSPHERE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 144, 531, 313 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Genesis 28:10–22) 

¶ And Jacob went out from Beer–sheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted upon a certain 

place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, 

and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a 

ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God 

ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD 

God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 

and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 

west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 

families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 

thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 

which I have spoken to thee of. ¶ And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD 

is in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is 

none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the 

morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil 

upon the top of it. And he called the name of that place Beth–el: but the name of that city was called 

Luz at the first. And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 

that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, So that I come again to my father's 

house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall 

be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. 

 

 

(Joshua 10:6–15) 

¶ And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from thy 

servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell 

in the mountains are gathered together against us. So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the 

people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valour. ¶ And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear 

them not: for I have delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee. 



Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night. And the LORD 

discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them 

along the way that goeth up to Beth–horon, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it 

came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth–horon, that the 

LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more 

which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword. ¶ Then spake 

Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of 

Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the 

valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged 

themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 

midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. And there was no day like that 

before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel. 

¶ And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 

 

 

(Isaiah 35:1–10) 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and 

blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of 

Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the 

LORD, and the excellency of our God. ¶ Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble 

knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 

vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind 

shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an 

hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in 

the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the 

habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. And an highway shall 

be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; 

but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, 

nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk 

there: And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 

upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

 

(Psalms 19:1–14) 

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day 

uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where 

their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 

world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 

chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 

and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The law of the 

LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD 

are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 

sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in 

keeping of them there is great reward. Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret 



faults. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: 

then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. Let the words of my 

mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my 

redeemer. 

 

 

(Acts 2:1–17, 19–21) 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And 

suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 

each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 

as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of 

every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and 

were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all 

amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilæans? 

And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and 

Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judæa, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 

Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, 

Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful 

works of God. And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth 

this? Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. ¶ But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 

lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judæa, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this 

known unto you, and hearken to my words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is 

but the third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come 

to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

dreams: ... 

 

And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and 

vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great 

and notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name 

of the Lord shall be saved. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 70:1) 

Mortal existence is an enigma. Every day is a mystery. The testimony of the corporeal senses 

cannot inform us what is real and what is delusive, but the revelations of Christian Science unlock 

the treasures of Truth. Whatever is false or sinful can never enter the atmosphere of Spirit. There is 

but one Spirit. Man is never God, but spiritual man, made in God's likeness, reflects God. In this 

scientific reflection the Ego and the Father are inseparable. The supposition that corporeal beings 



are spirits, or that there are good and evil spirits, is a mistake. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 452:7) 

Walking in the light, we are accustomed to the light and require it; we cannot see in darkness. But 

eyes accustomed to darkness are pained by the light. When outgrowing the old, you should not fear 

to put on the new. Your advancing course may provoke envy, but it will also attract respect. When 

error confronts you, withhold not the rebuke or the explanation which destroys error. Never breathe 

an immoral atmosphere, unless in the attempt to purify it. Better is the frugal intellectual repast with 

contentment and virtue, than the luxury of learning with egotism and vice. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 191:24–10 (to 2nd .)) 

The Science of being reveals man and immortality as based on Spirit. Physical sense defines mortal 

man as based on matter, and from this premise infers the mortality of the body.  

 

The illusive senses may fancy affinities with their opposites; but in Christian Science, Truth never 

mingles with error. Mind has no affinity with matter, and therefore Truth is able to cast out the ills of 

the flesh. Mind, God, sends forth the aroma of Spirit, the atmosphere of intelligence. The belief that a 

pulpy substance under the skull is mind is a mockery of intelligence, a mimicry of Mind.  

 

We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false and grasp the true. 

We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human opinions are not spiritual. They 

come from the hearing of the ear, from corporeality instead of from Principle, and from the mortal 

instead of from the immortal. Spirit is not separate from God. Spirit is God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 512:8) 

Spirit is symbolized by strength, presence, and power, and also by holy thoughts, winged with Love. 

These angels of His presence, which have the holiest charge, abound in the spiritual atmosphere of 

Mind, and consequently reproduce their own characteristics. Their individual forms we know not, but 

we do know that their natures are allied to God's nature; and spiritual blessings, thus typified, are the 

externalized, yet subjective, states of faith and spiritual understanding. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 127:30–19) 

Christian Science eschews what is called natural science, in so far as this is built on the false 

hypotheses that matter is its own lawgiver, that law is founded on material conditions, and that these 

are final and overrule the might of divine Mind. Good is natural and primitive. It is not miraculous to 

itself.  

 

The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His government of the 

universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows that business men and cultured scholars have found 

that Christian Science enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of 

character, gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary 

capacity. The human mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes more elastic, is 

capable of greater endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less repose. A 

knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent abilities and possibilities of man. It extends 

the atmosphere of thought, giving mortals access to broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker 

into his native air of insight and perspicacity. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 273:21–17) 

God never ordained a material law to annul the spiritual law. If there were such a material law, it 

would oppose the supremacy of Spirit, God, and impugn the wisdom of the creator. Jesus walked on 

the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct opposition to material 

laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false claims of material sense or 

law.  

 

Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of error at all 

times, but this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals and health when it is 

opposed promptly and persistently by Christian Science. Truth and Love antidote this mental 

miasma, and thus invigorate and sustain existence. Unnecessary knowledge gained from the five 

senses is only temporal, — the conception of mortal mind, the offspring of sense, not of Soul, Spirit, 

— and symbolizes all that is evil and perishable. Natural science, as it is commonly called, is not 

really natural nor scientific, because it is deduced from the evidence of the material senses. Ideas, 

on the contrary, are born of Spirit, and are not mere inferences drawn from material premises.  



 

The senses of Spirit abide in Love, and they demonstrate Truth and Life. Hence Christianity and the 

Science which expounds it are based on spiritual understanding, and they supersede the so-called 

laws of matter. Jesus demonstrated this great verity. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 386:5) 

Expose the body to certain temperatures, and belief says that you may catch cold and have catarrh; 

but no such result occurs without mind to demand it and produce it. So long as mortals declare that 

certain states of the atmosphere produce catarrh, fever, rheumatism, or consumption, those effects 

will follow, — not because of the climate, but on account of the belief. The author has in too many 

instances healed disease through the action of Truth on the minds of mortals, and the corresponding 

effects of Truth on the body, not to know that this is so. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 392:11–27) 

The physical affirmation of disease should always be met with the mental negation. Whatever benefit 

is produced on the body, must be expressed mentally, and thought should be held fast to this ideal. 

If you believe in inflamed and weak nerves, you are liable to an attack from that source. You will call 

it neuralgia, but we call it a belief. If you think that consumption is hereditary in your family, you are 

liable to the development of that thought in the form of what is termed pulmonary disease, unless 

Science shows you otherwise. If you decide that climate or atmosphere is unhealthy, it will be so to 

you. Your decisions will master you, whichever direction they take.  

 

Reverse the case. Stand porter at the door of thought. Admitting only such conclusions as you wish 

realized in bodily results, you will control yourself harmoniously. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 547:23–17) 

The Scriptures are very sacred. Our aim must be to have them understood spiritually, for only by this 

understanding can truth be gained. The true theory of the universe, including man, is not in material 

history but in spiritual development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, and mortal 



theory of the universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal.  

 

It is this spiritual perception of Scripture, which lifts humanity out of disease and death and inspires 

faith. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come! . . . and whosoever will, let him take the water of life 

freely.” Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes through the sacred pages the 

spiritual sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In this Science, we discover man in the image and 

likeness of God. We see that man has never lost his spiritual estate and his eternal harmony.  

 

How little light or heat reach our earth when clouds cover the sun's face! So Christian Science can 

be seen only as the clouds of corporeal sense roll away. Earth has little light or joy for mortals before 

Life is spiritually learned. Every agony of mortal error helps error to destroy error, and so aids the 

apprehension of immortal Truth. This is the new birth going on hourly, by which men may entertain 

angels, the true ideas of God, the spiritual sense of being. 

 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


