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Use hospitality one to another without grudging.

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was
there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. And when they
wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto
her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith
unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. And there were set there six
waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or
three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they
filled them up to the brim. And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the
governor of the feast. And they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the
water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him,
Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk,
then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. This beginning of
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; ...

¶ Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain
woman named Martha received him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary,
which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about
much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath
left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and
said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But
one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken
away from her.

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares.
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Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: ...

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said
unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. ...

... thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. ...

And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
...

... ¶ And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her:
yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of
her. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child
be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years
old, bear?

And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in
the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him:
and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself
toward the ground, And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not
away, I pray thee, from thy servant: Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and
comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your
servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. And Abraham hastened into the tent
unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and
make cakes upon the hearth. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender
and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. And he took butter,
and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by
them under the tree, and they did eat. ¶ And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy
wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will certainly return unto thee
according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard
it in the tent door, which was behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well
stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. Therefore
Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my
lord being old also? And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh,
saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? Is any thing too hard for the
LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and
Sarah shall have a son.
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And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had
spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of
which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son that was born
unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. ...

... ¶ And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with
me.

¶ Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the land
of Egypt.

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I
am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.

The LORD preserveth the strangers; ...

... it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of
Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men
that were lepers, which stood afar off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew
yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice
glorified God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a
Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the
nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one
another; Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Rejoicing in hope;
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; Distributing to the necessity of
saints; given to hospitality.

... God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, ...

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus: ...

... ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. ...
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For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye
are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God;

... Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it? It is like a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and
waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it. 

... Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which a woman took
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

Home is the dearest spot on earth, and it should be the centre, though not the
boundary, of the affections.

Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual creation,
thus tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God. Spirit names and
blesses all. Without natures particularly defined, objects and subjects would be
obscure, and creation would be full of nameless offspring, — wanderers from the
parent Mind, strangers in a tangled wilderness.

IT is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored
guest of a certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the
disciple. While they were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the
scene of Oriental festivity. A “strange woman” came in. Heedless of the fact
that she was debarred from such a place and such society, especially under
the stern rules of rabbinical law, as positively as if she were a Hindoo pariah
intruding upon the household of a high-caste Brahman, this woman (Mary Magdalene,
as she has since been called) approached Jesus. According to the custom of those days,
he reclined on a couch with his head towards the table and his bare feet away from it. It
was therefore easy for the Magdalen to come behind the couch and reach his feet. She
bore an alabaster jar containing costly and fragrant oil, — sandal oil perhaps, which is
in such common use in the East. Breaking the sealed jar, she perfumed Jesus' feet with
the oil, wiping them with her long hair, which hung loosely about her shoulders, as was
customary with women of her grade. 

A gospel 
narrative



Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her
compassionately. Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were
saying in their hearts, especially his host, — that they were wondering why,
being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect the woman's
immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a short
story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller,
who were released from their obligations by their common creditor. “Which of them
will love him most?” was the Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon
replied, “He to whom he forgave most.” Jesus approved the answer, and so brought
home the lesson to all, following it with that remarkable declaration to the woman,
“Thy sins are forgiven.” 

Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? Had she repented and reformed,
and did his insight detect this unspoken moral uprising? She bathed his feet
with her tears before she anointed them with the oil. In the absence of other
proofs, was her grief sufficient evidence to warrant the expectation of her
repentance, reformation, and growth in wisdom? Certainly there was encouragement
in the mere fact that she was showing her affection for a man of undoubted goodness
and purity, who has since been rightfully regarded as the best man that ever trod this
planet. Her reverence was unfeigned, and it was manifested towards one who was
soon, though they knew it not, to lay down his mortal existence in behalf of all sinners,
that through his word and works they might be redeemed from sensuality and sin. 

Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the Pharisee
or the contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus answered by rebuking
self-righteousness and declaring the absolution of the penitent. He even
said that this poor woman had done what his rich entertainer had
neglected to do, — wash and anoint his guest's feet, a special sign of Oriental courtesy. 

Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this
age. Do Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material
conservatism and for personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave
small reward in return for the spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If
Christian Scientists are like Simon, then it must be said of them also that they love
little. 

On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine
repentance, by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human
affection, as did this woman? If so, then it may be said of them, as Jesus said
of the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much, because much is
forgiven them. 

Did the careless doctor, the nurse, the cook, and the brusque business visitor
sympathetically know the thorns they plant in the pillow of the sick and the heavenly

Parable of 
the creditor

Divine 
insight

Penitence or
hospitality

Genuine 
repentance
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homesick looking away from earth, — Oh, did they know! — this knowledge would do
much more towards healing the sick and preparing their helpers for the
“midnight call,” than all cries of “Lord, Lord!” The benign thought of Jesus,
finding utterance in such words as “Take no thought for your life,” would heal the sick,
and so enable them to rise above the supposed necessity for physical thought-taking
and doctoring; but if the unselfish affections be lacking, and common sense and
common humanity are disregarded, what mental quality remains, with which to evoke
healing from the outstretched arm of righteousness? 

If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be
accomplished at one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native
nothingness like dew before the morning sunshine. If the Scientist has
enough Christly affection to win his own pardon, and such commendation as
the Magdalen gained from Jesus, then he is Christian enough to practise scientifically
and deal with his patients compassionately; and the result will correspond with the
spiritual intent.

Compassion
requisite

Speedy 
healing

The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in
tribulation, and a priceless sense of the dear Father's loving-kindness. 

In order to cure his patient, the metaphysician must first cast moral evils out of himself
and thus attain the spiritual freedom which will enable him to cast
physical evils out of his patient; but heal he cannot, while his own spiritual
barrenness debars him from giving drink to the thirsty and hinders him
from reaching his patient's thought, — yea, while mental penury chills his faith and
understanding. 

The physician who lacks sympathy for his fellow-being is deficient in human affection,
and we have the apostolic warrant for asking: “He that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?” Not
having this spiritual affection, the physician lacks faith in the divine Mind
and has not that recognition of infinite Love which alone confers the healing power.

Moral evils 
to be cast out

The true 
physician

If the soft palm, upturned to a lordly salary, and architectural skill, making dome and
spire tremulous with beauty, turn the poor and the stranger from the gate,
they at the same time shut the door on progress.

Selfishness
and loss

Millions of unprejudiced minds — simple seekers for Truth, weary wanderers, athirst
in the desert — are waiting and watching for rest and drink. Give them a cup
of cold water in Christ's name, and never fear the consequences. ... In this
age the earth will help the woman; the spiritual idea will be understood.
Those ready for the blessing you impart will give thanks.

Receptive 
hearts
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He that decries this Science does it presumptuously, in the face of Bible
history and in defiance of the direct command of Jesus, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel,” to which command was added the promise
that his students should cast out evils and heal the sick. He bade the seventy disciples,
as well as the twelve, heal the sick in any town where they should be hospitably
received.

Commands
of Jesus

Angels are not etherealized human beings, evolving animal qualities in their wings; but
they are celestial visitants, flying on spiritual, not material, pinions. Angels
are pure thoughts from God, winged with Truth and Love, no matter what
their individualism may be. Human conjecture confers upon angels its own
forms of thought, marked with superstitious outlines, making them human creatures
with suggestive feathers; but this is only fancy.

Thought-
angels

Angels are God's representatives. These upward-soaring beings never lead towards self,
sin, or materiality, but guide to the divine Principle of all good, whither every real
individuality, image, or likeness of God, gathers. By giving earnest heed to these
spiritual guides they tarry with us, and we entertain “angels unawares.”

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs
of mortals in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for
admission. Will you open or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the
quiet of meekness, as he came of old to the patriarch at noonday?

Science is the “stranger that is within thy gates,” remembered not, even when its
elevating effects practically prove its divine origin and efficacy.

Jesus bade his disciples beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees,
which he defined as human doctrines. His parable of the “leaven, which a
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened,”
impels the inference that the spiritual leaven signifies the Science of Christ
and its spiritual interpretation, — an inference far above the merely ecclesiastical and
formal applications of the illustration. 

Did not this parable point a moral with a prophecy, foretelling the second appearing in
the flesh of the Christ, Truth, hidden in sacred secrecy from the visible world? 

Ages pass, but this leaven of Truth is ever at work. It must destroy the entire mass of
error, and so be eternally glorified in man's spiritual freedom.

Leaven 
of Truth
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The footsteps of thought, rising above material standpoints, are slow, and portend a
long night to the traveller; but the angels of His presence — the spiritual
intuitions that tell us when “the night is far spent, the day is at hand” — are
our guardians in the gloom. Whoever opens the way in Christian Science is a
pilgrim and stranger, marking out the path for generations yet unborn.

Rise of 
thought

Pilgrim on earth, thy home is heaven; stranger, thou art the guest of God.


