
HYPOCRISY 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 59, 356, 123 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Matthew 23:1–39) 

Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in 

Moses' seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after 

their works: for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay 

them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. But all 

their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the 

borders of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the 

synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye 

called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your 

father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for 

one is your Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And 

whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. ¶ 

But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against 

men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. Woe unto you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long 

prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him 

twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever 

shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a 

debtor! Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 

And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is 



upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the 

gift? Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. And whoso 

shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. And he that shall swear 

by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. Woe unto you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the 

weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to 

leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Woe unto you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but 

within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the 

cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 

within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous 

unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 

And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in 

the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of 

them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye 

generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? ¶ Wherefore, behold, I send unto 

you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of 

them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: That upon you may 

come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of 

Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, 

All these things shall come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 

prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 

house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

(Matthew 26:14–16, 20–29) 

¶ Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, And said unto them, 

What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces 

of silver. And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. ... 

 



Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. And as they did eat, he said, Verily I 

say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every 

one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I? And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with 

me in the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto 

that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been 

born. Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou 

hast said. ¶ And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to 

the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 

to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many 

for the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until 

that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom. 

 

 

(II Timothy 3:1–17) 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own 

selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without 

natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of 

godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort are they which creep 

into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, 

and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood 

Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But 

they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was. But 

thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 

Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I 

endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 

shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 

being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 

which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 



 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 7:32) 

Hypocrisy is fatal to religion. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 85:15–12) 

It is recorded that Jesus, as he once journeyed with his students, “knew their thoughts,” — read 

them scientifically. In like manner he discerned disease and healed the sick. After the same method, 

events of great moment were foretold by the Hebrew prophets. Our Master rebuked the lack of this 

power when he said: “O ye hypocrites! ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the 

signs of the times?”  

 

Both Jew and Gentile may have had acute corporeal senses, but mortals need spiritual sense. Jesus 

knew the generation to be wicked and adulterous, seeking the material more than the spiritual. His 

thrusts at materialism were sharp, but needed. He never spared hypocrisy the sternest 

condemnation. He said: “These ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The 

great Teacher knew both cause and effect, knew that truth communicates itself but never imparts 

error.  

 

Jesus once asked, “Who touched me?” Supposing this inquiry to be occasioned by physical contact 

alone, his disciples answered, “The multitude throng thee.” Jesus knew, as others did not, that it was 

not matter, but mortal mind, whose touch called for aid. Repeating his inquiry, he was answered by 

the faith of a sick woman. His quick apprehension of this mental call illustrated his spirituality. The 

disciples' misconception of it uncovered their materiality. Jesus possessed more spiritual 

susceptibility than the disciples. Opposites come from contrary directions, and produce unlike 

results. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 241:1–22) 

“Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.” He, who knows God's will or the demands of divine Science 

and obeys them, incurs the hostility of envy; and he who refuses obedience to God, is chastened by 

Love.  

 

Sensual treasures are laid up “where moth and rust doth corrupt.” Mortality is their doom. Sin breaks 

in upon them, and carries off their fleeting joys. The sensualist's affections are as imaginary, 

whimsical, and unreal as his pleasures. Falsehood, envy, hypocrisy, malice, hate, revenge, and so 

forth, steal away the treasures of Truth. Stripped of its coverings, what a mocking spectacle is sin!  

 

The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of Spirit. Take away the spiritual 



signification of Scripture, and that compilation can do no more for mortals than can moonbeams to 

melt a river of ice. The error of the ages is preaching without practice.  

 

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing sickness 

and destroying sin. Our Master said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 242:21–15) 

The vesture of Life is Truth. According to the Bible, the facts of being are commonly misconstrued, 

for it is written: “They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots.” The 

divine Science of man is woven into one web of consistency without seam or rent. Mere speculation 

or superstition appropriates no part of the divine vesture, while inspiration restores every part of the 

Christly garment of righteousness.  

 

The finger-posts of divine Science show the way our Master trod, and require of Christians the proof 

which he gave, instead of mere profession. We may hide spiritual ignorance from the world, but we 

can never succeed in the Science and demonstration of spiritual good through ignorance or 

hypocrisy.  

 

The divine Love, which made harmless the poisonous viper, which delivered men from the boiling 

oil, from the fiery furnace, from the jaws of the lion, can heal the sick in every age and triumph over 

sin and death. It crowned the demonstrations of Jesus with unsurpassed power and love. But the 

same “Mind . . . which was also in Christ Jesus” must always accompany the letter of Science in 

order to confirm and repeat the ancient demonstrations of prophets and apostles. That those 

wonders are not more commonly repeated to-day, arises not so much from lack of desire as from 

lack of spiritual growth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 288:31–24) 

The eternal Truth destroys what mortals seem to have learned from error, and man's real existence 

as a child of God comes to light. Truth demonstrated is eternal life. Mortal man can never rise from 

the temporal débris of error, belief in sin, sickness, and death, until he learns that God is the only 

Life. The belief that life and sensation are in the body should be overcome by the understanding of 

what constitutes man as the image of God. Then Spirit will have overcome the flesh.  

 

A wicked mortal is not the idea of God. He is little else than the expression of error. To suppose that 

sin, lust, hatred, envy, hypocrisy, revenge, have life abiding in them, is a terrible mistake. Life and 

Life's idea, Truth and Truth's idea, never make men sick, sinful, or mortal.  

 

The fact that the Christ, or Truth, overcame and still overcomes death proves the “king of terrors” to 

be but a mortal belief, or error, which Truth destroys with the spiritual evidences of Life; and this 

shows that what appears to the senses to be death is but a mortal illusion, for to the real man and 

the real universe there is no death-process.  

 

The belief that matter has life results, by the universal law of mortal mind, in a belief in death. So 

man, tree, and flower are supposed to die; but the fact remains, that God's universe is spiritual and 



immortal. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 329:21–7) 

There is no hypocrisy in Science. Principle is imperative. You cannot mock it by human will. Science 

is a divine demand, not a human. Always right, its divine Principle never repents, but maintains the 

claim of Truth by quenching error. The pardon of divine mercy is the destruction of error. If men 

understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for recourse to the 

spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is plunged, the more 

intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth.  

 

Human resistance to divine Science weakens in proportion as mortals give up error for Truth and the 

understanding of being supersedes mere belief. Until the author of this book learned the vastness of 

Christian Science, the fixedness of mortal illusions, and the human hatred of Truth, she cherished 

sanguine hopes that Christian Science would meet with immediate and universal acceptance. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 365:25) 

If hypocrisy, stolidity, inhumanity, or vice finds its way into the chambers of disease through the 

would-be healer, it would, if it were possible, convert into a den of thieves the temple of the Holy 

Ghost, — the patient's spiritual power to resuscitate himself. The unchristian practitioner is not giving 

to mind or body the joy and strength of Truth. The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, 

such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a priceless sense of the dear Father's loving-kindness. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 567:18–5) 

That false claim — that ancient belief, that old serpent whose name is devil (evil), claiming that there 

is intelligence in matter either to benefit or to injure men — is pure delusion, the red dragon; and it is 

cast out by Christ, Truth, the spiritual idea, and so proved to be powerless. The words “cast unto the 

earth” show the dragon to be nothingness, dust to dust; and therefore, in his pretence of being a 

talker, he must be a lie from the beginning. His angels, or messages, are cast out with their author. 

The beast and the false prophets are lust and hypocrisy. These wolves in sheep's clothing are 

detected and killed by innocence, the Lamb of Love.  

 

Divine Science shows how the Lamb slays the wolf. Innocence and Truth overcome guilt and error. 

Ever since the foundation of the world, ever since error would establish material belief, evil has tried 

to slay the Lamb; but Science is able to destroy this lie, called evil. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 571:22) 

Through trope and metaphor, the Revelator, immortal scribe of Spirit and of a true idealism, 

furnishes the mirror in which mortals may see their own image. In significant figures he depicts the 



thoughts which he beholds in mortal mind. Thus he rebukes the conceit of sin, and foreshadows its 

doom. With his spiritual strength, he has opened wide the gates of glory, and illumined the night of 

paganism with the sublime grandeur of divine Science, outshining sin, sorcery, lust, and hypocrisy. 

He takes away mitre and sceptre. He enthrones pure and undefiled religion, and lifts on high only 

those who have washed their robes white in obedience and suffering. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  



Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


