Fatherhood

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 556, 485, 442

THE BIBLE

(Genesis 18:19)
For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham
that which he hath spoken of him.

(Deuteronomy 6:1–9)
Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord your God
commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it: That
thou mightest fear the Lord thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which I
command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days
may be prolonged. ¶ Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with
thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in
the land that floweth with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine
eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.
(Joshua 1:9)

Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

(Proverbs 4:1–27)
Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you
good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the
sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep
my commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline
from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she
shall keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting
get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when
thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory
shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall
be many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. When thou
goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take
fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. ¶ Enter not into the path of
the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass
away. For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless
they cause some to fall. For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.
But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. ¶ My son, attend to
my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in
the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.
¶ Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. Put away from thee a
froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine
eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be
established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.

(Proverbs 22:1–6)
A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and
gold. The rich and poor meet together: the Lord is the maker of them all. A prudent man
foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished. By humility
and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honour, and life. Thorns and snares are in the way of
the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them. Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

(Malachi 2:10)
Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do we deal treacherously every
man against his brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers?

(Colossians 3:19–21)
Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all
things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest
they be discouraged.

(Psalms 127:3–5)
Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are
in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver
full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.

(Matthew 7:9–11)
Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a
fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask
him?

(Luke 15:20–24)
And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him,
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy
son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us
eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And
they began to be merry.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 268:-8–0)
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life, . . . That which
we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. — John, First Epistle.

Here I stand.

I can do no otherwise; so help me God! Amen! — Martin Luther.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 586:9)
FATHER. Eternal Life; the one Mind; the divine Principle, commonly called God.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 29:12–4)
There is a tradition that Publius Lentulus wrote to the authorities at Rome: “The disciples of
Jesus believe him the Son of God.” Those instructed in Christian Science have reached the
glorious perception that God is the only author of man. The Virgin-mother conceived this idea
of God, and gave to her ideal the name of Jesus — that is, Joshua, or Saviour.

The illumination of Mary's spiritual sense put to silence material law and its order of
generation, and brought forth her child by the revelation of Truth, demonstrating God as the
Father of men. The Holy Ghost, or divine Spirit, overshadowed the pure sense of the Virginmother with the full recognition that being is Spirit. The Christ dwelt forever an idea in the
bosom of God, the divine Principle of the man Jesus, and woman perceived this spiritual idea,
though at first faintly developed.

Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal evidence that Spirit is
harmonious and man eternal. Jesus was the offspring of Mary's self-conscious communion with

God. Hence he could give a more spiritual idea of life than other men, and could demonstrate
the Science of Love — his Father or divine Principle.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 507:3)
Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual creation, thus
tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God. Spirit names and blesses all.
Without natures particularly defined, objects and subjects would be obscure, and creation
would be full of nameless offspring, — wanderers from the parent Mind, strangers in a tangled
wilderness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 208:5–9 (np))
The Scriptures say, “In Him we live, and move, and have our being.” What then is this seeming
power, independent of God, which causes disease and cures it? What is it but an error of belief,
— a law of mortal mind, wrong in every sense, embracing sin, sickness, and death? It is the very
antipode of immortal Mind, of Truth, and of spiritual law. It is not in accordance with the
goodness of God's character that He should make man sick, then leave man to heal himself; it is
absurd to suppose that matter can both cause and cure disease, or that Spirit, God, produces
disease and leaves the remedy to matter.

John Young of Edinburgh writes: “God is the father of mind, and of nothing else.” Such an
utterance is “the voice of one crying in the wilderness” of human beliefs and preparing the way
of Science. Let us learn of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of Spirit, the kingdom
of heaven, — the reign and rule of universal harmony, which cannot be lost nor remain forever
unseen.

Mind, not matter, is causation. A material body only expresses a material and mortal mind. A
mortal man possesses this body, and he makes it harmonious or discordant according to the
images of thought impressed upon it. You embrace your body in your thought, and you should
delineate upon it thoughts of health, not of sickness. You should banish all thoughts of disease
and sin and of other beliefs included in matter. Man, being immortal, has a perfect
indestructible life. It is the mortal belief which makes the body discordant and diseased in
proportion as ignorance, fear, or human will governs mortals.

Mind, supreme over all its formations and governing them all, is the central sun of its own
systems of ideas, the life and light of all its own vast creation; and man is tributary to divine
Mind. The material and mortal body or mind is not the man.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 232:32–15)
There is neither place nor opportunity in Science for error of any sort. Every day makes its
demands upon us for higher proofs rather than professions of Christian power. These proofs
consist solely in the destruction of sin, sickness, and death by the power of Spirit, as Jesus
destroyed them. This is an element of progress, and progress is the law of God, whose law
demands of us only what we can certainly fulfil.

In the midst of imperfection, perfection is seen and acknowledged only by degrees. The ages
must slowly work up to perfection. How long it must be before we arrive at the demonstration
of scientific being, no man knoweth, — not even “the Son but the Father;” but the false claim of
error continues its delusions until the goal of goodness is
assiduously earned and won.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 131:18–22)
Jesus once said: “I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father, for so it
seemed good in Thy sight.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 140:16)
We worship spiritually, only as we cease to worship materially. Spiritual devoutness is the soul
of Christianity. Worshipping through the medium of matter is paganism. Judaic and other
rituals are but types and shadows of true worship. “The true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 276:19)

When we learn in Science how to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is perfect, thought is
turned into new and healthy channels, — towards the contemplation of things immortal and
away from materiality to the Principle of the universe, including harmonious man.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 308:14–23 (np))
The Soul-inspired patriarchs heard the voice of Truth, and talked with God as consciously as
man talks with man.

Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life, substance, and
intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and pains, — when an angel, a
message from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote the sinew, or strength, of his error,
till he saw its unreality; and Truth, being thereby understood, gave him spiritual strength in this
Peniel of divine Science. Then said the spiritual evangel: “Let me go, for the day breaketh;” that
is, the light of Truth and Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch, perceiving his error and his
need of help, did not loosen his hold upon this glorious light until his nature was transformed.
When Jacob was asked, “What is thy name?” he straightway answered; and then his name was
changed to Israel, for “as a prince” had he prevailed and had “power with God and with men.”
Then Jacob questioned his deliverer, “Tell me, I pray thee, thy name;” but this appellation was
withheld, for the messenger was not a corporeal being, but a nameless, incorporeal impartation
of divine Love to man, which, to use the word of the Psalmist, restored his Soul, — gave him the
spiritual sense of being and rebuked his material sense.

The result of Jacob's struggle thus appeared. He had conquered material error with the
understanding of Spirit and of spiritual power. This changed the man. He was no longer called
Jacob, but Israel, — a prince of God, or a soldier of God, who had fought a good fight. He was to
become the father of those, who through earnest striving followed his demonstration of the
power of Spirit over the material senses; and the children of earth who followed his example
were to be called the children of Israel, until the Messiah should rename them. If these children
should go astray, and forget that Life is God, good, and that good is not in elements which are
not spiritual, — thus losing the divine power which heals the sick and sinning, — they were to
be brought back through great tribulation, to be renamed in Christian Science and led to deny
material sense, or mind in matter, even as the gospel teaches.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 325:15)

The absolute meaning of the words is this: Then shall man be found, in His likeness, perfect as
the Father, indestructible in Life, “hid with Christ in God,” — with Truth in divine Love, where
human sense hath not seen man.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 333:26–9)
The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will be inseparable from the divine Principle,
God. Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity thus: “Before Abraham was, I am;” “I
and my Father are one;” “My Father is greater than I.” The one Spirit includes all identities.

XIV. By these sayings Jesus meant, not that the human Jesus was or is eternal, but that the
divine idea or Christ was and is so and therefore Abraham; not that the corporeal Jesus was one
with the Father, but that the spiritual idea, Christ, dwells forever in the bosom of the Father,
God, from which it illumines heaven and earth; not that the Father is greater than Spirit, which
is God, but greater, infinitely greater, than the fleshly Jesus, whose earthly career was brief.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 469:30–5)
With one Father, even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and with one Mind
and that God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist of Love and Truth, and have unity
of Principle and spiritual power which constitute divine Science.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in

Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
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