REFLECTION

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 475, 233, 345

THE BIBLE
(I Samuel 16:1–13)
And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from
reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth–lehemite: for I
have provided me a king among his sons. And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill
me. And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. And
call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him
whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Beth–lehem. And
the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said,
Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the
sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. ¶ And it came to
pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD's anointed is before
him. But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature;
because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass
before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. Then Jesse made Shammah to
pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to
pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these. And Samuel
said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and,
behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit
down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a
beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the spirit of the
LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

(Psalms 8:1–9)
O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the
heavens. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine

enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. When I consider thy heavens, the work
of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful
of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower than the
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the
works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts
of the field; The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of
the seas. O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

(Psalms 37:23–40)
The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he
shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. I have been young, and
now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. He is ever
merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for
evermore. For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever:
but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for
ever. The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. The law of
his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh
to slay him. The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. Wait on
the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off,
thou shalt see it. I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree.
Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found. Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. But the transgressors shall be
destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off. But the salvation of the righteous is of the
LORD: he is their strength in the time of trouble. And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them:
he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.

(Isaiah 53:1–12)
Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? For he shall grow up
before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and
when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was
despised, and we esteemed him not. ¶ Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and from
judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for
the transgression of my people was he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with
the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. ¶ Yet it
pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering
for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper
in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my

righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto
death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.

(Matthew 5:13–16)
¶ Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light
of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under
a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 13:20)
If we pray to God as a corporeal person, this will prevent us from relinquishing the human doubts
and fears which attend such a belief, and so we cannot grasp the wonders wrought by infinite,
incorporeal Love, to whom all things are possible. Because of human ignorance of the divine
Principle, Love, the Father of all is represented as a corporeal creator; hence men recognize
themselves as merely physical, and are ignorant of man as God's image or reflection and of man's
eternal incorporeal existence. The world of error is ignorant of the world of Truth, — blind to the
reality of man's existence, — for the world of sensation is not cognizant of life in Soul, not in body.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 70:1–9 (np))
Mortal existence is an enigma. Every day is a mystery. The testimony of the corporeal senses
cannot inform us what is real and what is delusive, but the revelations of Christian Science unlock
the treasures of Truth. Whatever is false or sinful can never enter the atmosphere of Spirit. There is
but one Spirit. Man is never God, but spiritual man, made in God's likeness, reflects God. In this
scientific reflection the Ego and the Father are inseparable. The supposition that corporeal beings
are spirits, or that there are good and evil spirits, is a mistake.

The divine Mind maintains all identities, from a blade of grass to a star, as distinct and eternal. The

questions are: What are God's identities? What is Soul? Does life or soul exist in the thing formed?
Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. Evil has no reality. It is
neither person, place, nor thing, but is simply a belief, an illusion of material sense.

The identity, or idea, of all reality continues forever; but Spirit, or the divine Principle of all, is not in
Spirit's formations. Soul is synonymous with Spirit, God, the creative, governing, infinite Principle
outside of finite form, which forms only reflect.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 94:1–23)
Jesus taught but one God, one Spirit, who makes man in the image and likeness of Himself, — of
Spirit, not of matter. Man reflects infinite Truth, Life, and Love. The nature of man, thus understood,
includes all that is implied by the terms “image” and “likeness” as used in Scripture. The truly
Christian and scientific statement of personality and of the relation of man to God, with the
demonstration which accompanied it, incensed the rabbis, and they said: “Crucify him, crucify him . .
. by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.”

The eastern empires and nations owe their false government to the misconceptions of Deity there
prevalent. Tyranny, intolerance, and bloodshed, wherever found, arise from the belief that the infinite
is formed after the pattern of mortal personality, passion, and impulse.

The progress of truth confirms its claims, and our Master confirmed his words by his works. His
healing-power evoked denial, ingratitude, and betrayal, arising from sensuality. Of the ten lepers
whom Jesus healed, but one returned to give God thanks, — that is, to acknowledge the divine
Principle which had healed him.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 117:6–28)
God is Spirit; therefore the language of Spirit must be, and is, spiritual. Christian Science attaches
no physical nature and significance to the Supreme Being or His manifestation; mortals alone do
this. God's essential language is spoken of in the last chapter of Mark's Gospel as the new tongue,
the spiritual meaning of which is attained through “signs following.”

Ear hath not heard, nor hath lip spoken, the pure language of Spirit. Our Master taught spirituality by
similitudes and parables. As a divine student he unfolded God to man, illustrating and demonstrating

Life and Truth in himself and by his power over the sick and sinning. Human theories are inadequate
to interpret the divine Principle involved in the miracles (marvels) wrought by Jesus and especially in
his mighty, crowning, unparalleled, and triumphant exit from the flesh.

Evidence drawn from the five physical senses relates solely to human reason; and because of
opacity to the true light, human reason dimly reflects and feebly transmits Jesus' works and words.
Truth is a revelation.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 125:21–31 (np))
The seasons will come and go with changes of time and tide, cold and heat, latitude and longitude.
The agriculturist will find that these changes cannot affect his crops. “As a vesture shalt Thou
change them and they shall be changed.” The mariner will have dominion over the atmosphere and
the great deep, over the fish of the sea and the fowls of the air. The astronomer will no longer look
up to the stars, — he will look out from them upon the universe; and the florist will find his flower
before its seed.

Thus matter will finally be proved nothing more than a mortal belief, wholly inadequate to affect a
man through its supposed organic action or supposed existence. Error will be no longer used in
stating truth. The problem of nothingness, or “dust to dust,” will be solved, and mortal mind will be
without form and void, for mortality will cease when man beholds himself God's reflection, even as
man sees his reflection in a glass.

All Science is divine. Human thought never projected the least portion of true being. Human belief
has sought and interpreted in its own way the echo of Spirit, and so seems to have reversed it and
repeated it materially; but the human mind never produced a real tone nor sent forth a positive
sound.

The point at issue between Christian Science on the one hand and popular theology on the other is
this: Shall Science explain cause and effect as being both natural and spiritual? Or shall all that is
beyond the cognizance of the material senses be called supernatural, and be left to the mercy of
speculative hypotheses?

I have set forth Christian Science and its application to the treatment of disease just as I have
discovered them. I have demonstrated through Mind the effects of Truth on the health, longevity, and
morals of men; and I have found nothing in ancient or in modern systems on which to found my own,

except the teachings and demonstrations of our great Master and the lives of prophets and apostles.
The Bible has been my only authority. I have had no other guide in “the straight and narrow way” of
Truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 470:32–21)
The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Science
knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the divine order or spiritual law, in which God
and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its eternal history.
The unlikeness of Truth, — named error, — the opposite of Science, and the evidence before the
five corporeal senses, afford no indication of the grand facts of being; even as these so-called
senses receive no intimation of the earth's motions or of the science of astronomy, but yield assent
to astronomical propositions on the authority of natural science.
The facts of divine Science should be admitted, — although the evidence as to these facts is not
supported by evil, by matter, or by material sense, — because the evidence that God and man
coexist is fully sustained by spiritual sense. Man is, and forever has been, God's reflection. God is
infinite, therefore ever present, and there is no other power nor presence. Hence the spirituality of
the universe is the only fact of creation. “Let God be true, but every [material] man a liar.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 302:25–7)
God is Love. He is therefore the divine, infinite Principle, called Person or God. Man's true
consciousness is in the mental, not in any bodily or personal likeness to Spirit. Indeed, the body
presents no proper likeness of divinity, though mortal sense would fain have us so believe.
Even in Christian Science, reproduction by Spirit's individual ideas is but the reflection of the creative
power of the divine Principle of those ideas. The reflection, through mental manifestation, of the
multitudinous forms of Mind which people the realm of the real is controlled by Mind, the Principle
governing the reflection. Multiplication of God's children comes from no power of propagation in
matter, it is the reflection of Spirit.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 242:9–20)

There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It is to
know no other reality — to have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and His reflection,
and to rise superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses.

Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to
dissolve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-justification, and
self-love, — which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin and death.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 306:7–20)
Life demonstrates Life. The immortality of Soul makes man immortal. If God, who is Life, were
parted for a moment from His reflection, man, during that moment there would be no divinity
reflected. The Ego would be unexpressed, and the Father would be childless, — no Father.
If Life or Soul and its representative, man, unite for a period and then are separated as by a law of
divorce to be brought together again at some uncertain future time and in a manner unknown, —
and this is the general religious opinion of mankind, — we are left without a rational proof of
immortality. But man cannot be separated for an instant from God, if man reflects God. Thus
Science proves man's existence to be intact.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 299:24–11 (to God))
Truth never destroys God's idea. Truth is spiritual, eternal substance, which cannot destroy the right
reflection. Corporeal sense, or error, may seem to hide Truth, health, harmony, and Science, as the
mist obscures the sun or the mountain; but Science, the sunshine of Truth, will melt away the
shadow and reveal the celestial peaks.

If man were solely a creature of the material senses, he would have no eternal Principle and would
be mutable and mortal. Human logic is awry when it attempts to draw correct spiritual conclusions
regarding life from matter. Finite sense has no true appreciation of infinite Principle, God, or of His
infinite image or reflection, man. The mirage, which makes trees and cities seem to be where they
are not, illustrates the illusion of material man, who cannot be the image of God.
So far as the scientific statement as to man is understood, it can be proved and will bring to light the
true reflection of God ...

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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