
DOCTRINE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 432, 581, 590 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Exodus 20:1–17) 

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt 

not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is 

in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 

nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto 

thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the 

LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the 

seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 

nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 

thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 

rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. ¶ Honour thy 

father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth 

thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear 

false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet 

thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 

that is thy neighbour's. 

 

 

 



(Deuteronomy 28:1–14) 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to 

observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God 

will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and 

overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in 

the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of 

thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed 

shall be thy basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou 

be when thou goest out. The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten 

before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The 

LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine 

hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. The LORD shall 

establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the 

commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. And all people of the earth shall see 

that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. And the LORD shall 

make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of 

thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. The LORD shall open 

unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all 

the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. And the 

LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not 

be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command 

thee this day, to observe and to do them: And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I 

command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them. 

 

 

(Mark 16:15–18) 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs 

shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 

tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 

shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

 

 



 

(John 8:12–30) 

¶ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 

not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou 

bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear 

record of myself, yet my record is true; for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell 

whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, my 

judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law, 

that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent 

me beareth witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye 

neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. These 

words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his 

hour was not yet come. Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and 

shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? 

because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am 

from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in 

your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. Then said they unto him, Who 

art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. I have 

many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those 

things which I have heard of him. They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. Then 

said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and 

that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent 

me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. As he 

spake these words, many believed on him. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 360:28) 

Of old, the Jews put to death the Galilean Prophet, the best Christian on earth, for the truth he spoke 

and demonstrated, while to-day, Jew and Christian can unite in doctrine and denomination on the 



very basis of Jesus' words and works. The Jew believes that the Messiah or Christ has not yet 

come; the Christian believes that Christ is God. Here Christian Science intervenes, explains these 

doctrinal points, cancels the disagreement, and settles the question. Christ, as the true spiritual idea, 

is the ideal of God now and forever, here and everywhere. The Jew who believes in the First 

Commandment is a monotheist; he has one omnipresent God. Thus the Jew unites with the 

Christian's doctrine that God is come and is present now and forever. The Christian who believes in 

the First Commandment is a monotheist. Thus he virtually unites with the Jew's belief in one God, 

and recognizes that Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself declared, but is the Son of God. This 

declaration of Jesus, understood, conflicts not at all with another of his sayings: “I and my Father are 

one,” — that is, one in quality, not in quantity. As a drop of water is one with the ocean, a ray of light 

one with the sun, even so God and man, Father and son, are one in being. The Scripture reads: “For 

in Him we live, and move, and have our being.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 526:14) 

The first mention of evil is in the legendary Scriptural text in the second chapter of Genesis. God 

pronounced good all that He created, and the Scriptures declare that He created all. The “tree of life” 

stands for the idea of Truth, and the sword which guards it is the type of divine Science. The “tree of 

knowledge” stands for the erroneous doctrine that the knowledge of evil is as real, hence as God-

bestowed, as the knowledge of good. Was evil instituted through God, Love? Did He create this fruit-

bearer of sin in contradiction of the first creation? This second biblical account is a picture of error 

throughout. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 19:29) 

Jesus urged the commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” which may be 

rendered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal; thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life, 

— even God, good. He rendered “unto Cæsar the things which are Cæsar's; and unto God the 

things that are God's.” He at last paid no homage to forms of doctrine or to theories of man, but 

acted and spake as he was moved, not by spirits but by Spirit. 

 

 



 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 27:17) 

Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of Science at the 

root of material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false doctrine of pantheism, — that 

God, or Life, is in or of matter. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 131:13–13 (np)) 

Must Christian Science come through the Christian churches as some persons insist? This Science 

has come already, after the manner of God's appointing, but the churches seem not ready to receive 

it, according to the Scriptural saying, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” Jesus 

once said: “I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from 

the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father, for so it seemed good in 

Thy sight.” As aforetime, the spirit of the Christ, which taketh away the ceremonies and doctrines of 

men, is not accepted until the hearts of men are made ready for it.  

 

The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and explained the so-called miracles of olden time as 

natural demonstrations of the divine power, demonstrations which were not understood. Jesus' 

works established his claim to the Messiahship. In reply to John's inquiry, “Art thou he that should 

come,” Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works instead of referring to his doctrine, 

confident that this exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully answer the question. Hence his 

reply: “Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight 

and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” In 

other words, he gave his benediction to any one who should not deny that such effects, coming from 

divine Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle which brings out all harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 109:28–12) 

Jesus once said of his lessons: “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me. If any man will do His 

will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” (John vii. 16, 



17.)  

 

The three great verities of Spirit, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — Spirit possessing all 

power, filling all space, constituting all Science, — contradict forever the belief that matter can be 

actual. These eternal verities reveal primeval existence as the radiant reality of God's creation, in 

which all that He has made is pronounced by His wisdom good.  

 

Thus it was that I beheld, as never before, the awful unreality called evil. The equipollence of God 

brought to light another glorious proposition, — man's perfectibility and the establishment of the 

kingdom of heaven on earth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 150:18–7) 

The science (so-called) of physics would have one believe that both matter and mind are subject to 

disease, and that, too, in spite of the individual's protest and contrary to the law of divine Mind. This 

human view infringes man's free moral agency; and it is as evidently erroneous to the author, and 

will be to all others at some future day, as the practically rejected doctrine of the predestination of 

souls to damnation or salvation. The doctrine that man's harmony is governed by physical conditions 

all his earthly days, and that he is then thrust out of his own body by the operation of matter, — even 

the doctrine of the superiority of matter over Mind, — is fading out.  

 

The hosts of Æsculapius are flooding the world with diseases, because they are ignorant that the 

human mind and body are myths. To be sure, they sometimes treat the sick as if there was but one 

factor in the case; but this one factor they represent to be body, not mind. Infinite Mind could not 

possibly create a remedy outside of itself, but erring, finite, human mind has an absolute need of 

something beyond itself for its redemption and healing. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 304:3–21) 

It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide spiritual beauty and 

goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: “Neither death, nor life, . . . nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God.” This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived of its 



manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the master of joy; 

that good can never produce evil; that matter can never produce mind nor life result in death. The 

perfect man — governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal.  

 

Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it. Divine Principle is the Life 

of man. Man's happiness is not, therefore, at the disposal of physical sense. Truth is not 

contaminated by error. Harmony in man is as beautiful as in music, and discord is unnatural, unreal. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 454:5) 

The understanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-power destroys fear, and plants the feet in the 

true path, — the path which leads to the house built without hands “eternal in the heavens.” Human 

hate has no legitimate mandate and no kingdom. Love is enthroned. That evil or matter has neither 

intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of absolute Christian Science, and this is the great truth which 

strips all disguise from error. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 358:1–18) 

Is the woodman's axe, which destroys a tree's so-called life, superior to omnipotence? Can a leaden 

bullet deprive a man of Life, — that is, of God, who is man's Life? If God is at the mercy of matter, 

then matter is omnipotent. Such doctrines are “confusion worse confounded.” If two statements 

directly contradict each other and one is true, the other must be false. Is Science thus contradictory?  

 

Christian Science, understood, coincides with the Scriptures, and sustains logically and 

demonstratively every point it presents. Otherwise it would not be Science, and could not present its 

proofs. Christian Science is neither made up of contradictory aphorisms nor of the inventions of 

those who scoff at God. It presents the calm and clear verdict of Truth against error, uttered and 

illustrated by the prophets, by Jesus, by his apostles, as is recorded throughout the Scriptures. 

 

 

 



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 



CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 

 


