
GOODNESS 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 45, 72, 330 

 

THE BIBLE 

(I Samuel 16:1–13) 

And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from 

reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth–lehemite: for I 

have provided me a king among his sons. And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill 

me. And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. And 

call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him 

whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Beth–lehem. And 

the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said, 

Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the 

sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. ¶ And it came to 

pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD's anointed is before 

him. But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 

because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 

before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. Then Jesse made Shammah to 

pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to 

pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these. And Samuel 

said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, 

behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit 

down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a 

beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the spirit of the 

LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

 

 

(Ezra 7:11–28) 

¶ Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, 

even a scribe of the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of his statutes to Israel. 



Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect 

peace, and at such a time. I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests 

and Levites, in my realm, which are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee. 

Forasmuch as thou art sent of the king, and of his seven counsellors, to inquire concerning Judah 

and Jerusalem, according to the law of thy God which is in thine hand; And to carry the silver and 

gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered unto the God of Israel, whose habitation 

is in Jerusalem, And all the silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of Babylon, with the 

freewill offering of the people, and of the priests, offering willingly for the house of their God which is 

in Jerusalem: That thou mayest buy speedily with this money bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meat 

offerings and their drink offerings, and offer them upon the altar of the house of your God which is in 

Jerusalem. And whatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the rest of the 

silver and the gold, that do after the will of your God. The vessels also that are given thee for the 

service of the house of thy God, those deliver thou before the God of Jerusalem. And whatsoever 

more shall be needful for the house of thy God, which thou shalt have occasion to bestow, bestow it 

out of the king's treasure house. And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree to all the 

treasurers which are beyond the river, that whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the 

God of heaven, shall require of you, it be done speedily, Unto an hundred talents of silver, and to an 

hundred measures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of wine, and to an hundred baths of oil, and 

salt without prescribing how much. Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be 

diligently done for the house of the God of heaven: for why should there be wrath against the realm 

of the king and his sons? Also we certify you, that touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, 

porters, Nethinims, or ministers of this house of God, it shall not be lawful to impose toll, tribute, or 

custom, upon them. And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine hand, set 

magistrates and judges, which may judge all the people that are beyond the river, all such as know 

the laws of thy God; and teach ye them that know them not. And whosoever will not do the law of thy 

God, and the law of the king, let judgment be executed speedily upon him, whether it be unto death, 

or to banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or to imprisonment. ¶ Blessed be the LORD God of our 

fathers, which hath put such a thing as this in the king's heart, to beautify the house of the LORD 

which is in Jerusalem: And hath extended mercy unto me before the king, and his counsellors, and 

before all the king's mighty princes. And I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was 

upon me, and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go up with me. 

 

 

(Psalms 33:1–22) 

Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright. Praise the LORD with harp: 

sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. Sing unto him a new song; play 

skilfully with a loud noise. For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth. He 

loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. By the word of the 

LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the 

waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the earth fear 

the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. For he spake, and it was done; he 

commanded, and it stood fast. The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh 

the devices of the people of none effect. The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of 

his heart to all generations. Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he 

hath chosen for his own inheritance. The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of 

men. From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. He fashioneth 

their hearts alike; he considereth all their works. There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: 



a mighty man is not delivered by much strength. An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he 

deliver any by his great strength. Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon 

them that hope in his mercy; To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. Our 

soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and our shield. For our heart shall rejoice in him, because 

we have trusted in his holy name. Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in 

thee. 

 

 

(Matthew 6:1–4) 

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of 

your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet 

before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of 

men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand 

know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in 

secret himself shall reward thee openly. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 2:8–22) 

God is not moved by the breath of praise to do more than He has already done, nor can the infinite 

do less than bestow all good, since He is unchanging wisdom and Love. We can do more for 

ourselves by humble fervent petitions, but the All-loving does not grant them simply on the ground of 

lip-service, for He already knows all.  

 

Prayer cannot change the Science of being, but it tends to bring us into harmony with it. Goodness 

attains the demonstration of Truth. A request that God will save us is not all that is required. The 

mere habit of pleading with the divine Mind, as one pleads with a human being, perpetuates the 

belief in God as humanly circumscribed, — an error which impedes spiritual growth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 2:31–16) 

Asking God to be God is a vain repetition. God is “the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;” and 

He who is immutably right will do right without being reminded of His province. The wisdom of man is 

not sufficient to warrant him in advising God.  



 

Who would stand before a blackboard, and pray the principle of mathematics to solve the problem? 

The rule is already established, and it is our task to work out the solution. Shall we ask the divine 

Principle of all goodness to do His own work? His work is done, and we have only to avail ourselves 

of God's rule in order to receive His blessing, which enables us to work out our own salvation.  

 

The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and likeness of the patient, 

tender, and true, the One “altogether lovely;” but to understand God is the work of eternity, and 

demands absolute consecration of thought, energy, and desire. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 4:12–26) 

The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made manifest in the 

blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in audible words, attest our 

worthiness to be partakers of Love.  

 

Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the longing to be better and 

holier, expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of the divine character, will 

mould and fashion us anew, until we awake in His likeness. We reach the Science of Christianity 

through demonstration of the divine nature; but in this wicked world goodness will “be evil spoken 

of,” and patience must bring experience. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 276:29) 

Nature and revelation inform us that like produces like. Divine Science does not gather grapes from 

thorns nor figs from thistles. Intelligence never produces non-intelligence; but matter is ever non-

intelligent and therefore cannot spring from intelligence. To all that is unlike unerring and eternal 

Mind, this Mind saith, “Thou shalt surely die;” and elsewhere the Scripture says that dust returns to 

dust. The non-intelligent relapses into its own unreality. Matter never produces mind. The immortal 

never produces the mortal. Good cannot result in evil. As God Himself is good and is Spirit, 

goodness and spirituality must be immortal. Their opposites, evil and matter, are mortal error, and 

error has no creator. If goodness and spirituality are real, evil and materiality are unreal and cannot 



be the outcome of an infinite God, good. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 247:10–27) 

Beauty, as well as truth, is eternal; but the beauty of material things passes away, fading and fleeting 

as mortal belief. Custom, education, and fashion form the transient standards of mortals. Immortality, 

exempt from age or decay, has a glory of its own, — the radiance of Soul. Immortal men and women 

are models of spiritual sense, drawn by perfect Mind and reflecting those higher conceptions of 

loveliness which transcend all material sense.  

 

Comeliness and grace are independent of matter. Being possesses its qualities before they are 

perceived humanly. Beauty is a thing of life, which dwells forever in the eternal Mind and reflects the 

charms of His goodness in expression, form, outline, and color. It is Love which paints the petal with 

myriad hues, glances in the warm sunbeam, arches the cloud with the bow of beauty, blazons the 

night with starry gems, and covers earth with loveliness. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 95:12) 

Whoever reaches this point of moral culture and goodness cannot injure others, and must do them 

good. The greater or lesser ability of a Christian Scientist to discern thought scientifically, depends 

upon his genuine spirituality. This kind of mind-reading is not clairvoyance, but it is important to 

success in healing, and is one of the special characteristics thereof. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 232:32–15) 

There is neither place nor opportunity in Science for error of any sort. Every day makes its demands 

upon us for higher proofs rather than professions of Christian power. These proofs consist solely in 

the destruction of sin, sickness, and death by the power of Spirit, as Jesus destroyed them. This is 

an element of progress, and progress is the law of God, whose law demands of us only what we can 

certainly fulfil.  

 

In the midst of imperfection, perfection is seen and acknowledged only by degrees. The ages must 



slowly work up to perfection. How long it must be before we arrive at the demonstration of scientific 

being, no man knoweth, — not even “the Son but the Father;” but the false claim of error continues 

its delusions until the goal of goodness is assiduously earned and won. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 119:1–24) 

When we endow matter with vague spiritual power, — that is, when we do so in our theories, for of 

course we cannot really endow matter with what it does not and cannot possess, — we disown the 

Almighty, for such theories lead to one of two things. They either presuppose the self-evolution and 

self-government of matter, or else they assume that matter is the product of Spirit. To seize the first 

horn of this dilemma and consider matter as a power in and of itself, is to leave the creator out of His 

own universe; while to grasp the other horn of the dilemma and regard God as the creator of matter, 

is not only to make Him responsible for all disasters, physical and moral, but to announce Him as 

their source, thereby making Him guilty of maintaining perpetual misrule in the form and under the 

name of natural law.  

 

In one sense God is identical with nature, but this nature is spiritual and is not expressed in matter. 

The lawgiver, whose lightning palsies or prostrates in death the child at prayer, is not the divine ideal 

of omnipresent Love. God is natural good, and is represented only by the idea of goodness; while 

evil should be regarded as unnatural, because it is opposed to the nature of Spirit, God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 208:5) 

The Scriptures say, “In Him we live, and move, and have our being.” What then is this seeming 

power, independent of God, which causes disease and cures it? What is it but an error of belief, — a 

law of mortal mind, wrong in every sense, embracing sin, sickness, and death? It is the very 

antipode of immortal Mind, of Truth, and of spiritual law. It is not in accordance with the goodness of 

God's character that He should make man sick, then leave man to heal himself; it is absurd to 

suppose that matter can both cause and cure disease, or that Spirit, God, produces disease and 

leaves the remedy to matter. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 147:24) 

Our Master healed the sick, practised Christian healing, and taught the generalities of its divine 

Principle to his students; but he left no definite rule for demonstrating this Principle of healing and 

preventing disease. This rule remained to be discovered in Christian Science. A pure affection takes 

form in goodness, but Science alone reveals the divine Principle of goodness and demonstrates its 

rules. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 516:9) 

God fashions all things, after His own likeness. Life is reflected in existence, Truth in truthfulness, 

God in goodness, which impart their own peace and permanence. Love, redolent with unselfishness, 

bathes all in beauty and light. The grass beneath our feet silently exclaims, “The meek shall inherit 

the earth.” The modest arbutus sends her sweet breath to heaven. The great rock gives shadow and 

shelter. The sunlight glints from the church-dome, glances into the prison-cell, glides into the sick-

chamber, brightens the flower, beautifies the landscape, blesses the earth. Man, made in His 

likeness, possesses and reflects God's dominion over all the earth. Man and woman as coexistent 

and eternal with God forever reflect, in glorified quality, the infinite Father-Mother God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 259:32–18) 

Deducing one's conclusions as to man from imperfection instead of perfection, one can no more 

arrive at the true conception or understanding of man, and make himself like it, than the sculptor can 

perfect his outlines from an imperfect model, or the painter can depict the form and face of Jesus, 

while holding in thought the character of Judas.  

 

The conceptions of mortal, erring thought must give way to the ideal of all that is perfect and eternal. 

Through many generations human beliefs will be attaining diviner conceptions, and the immortal and 

perfect model of God's creation will finally be seen as the only true conception of being.  

 

Science reveals the possibility of achieving all good, and sets mortals at work to discover what God 

has already done; but distrust of one's ability to gain the goodness desired and to bring out better 

and higher results, often hampers the trial of one's wings and ensures failure at the outset. 

 



 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 



 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


