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... shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master,
and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also
a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. And the Syrians had gone out by
companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she
waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were
with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. And one
went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of
Israel. And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of
Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand
pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he brought the letter to the king of
Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent
Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. And it came
to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said,
Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man
of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel
against me. ¶ And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of
Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent
thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in
Israel. So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of
the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come
out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand
over the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned
and went away in a rage. And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said,
My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have
done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went
he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man
of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
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... Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
the people.

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed
are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which
were before you.

And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and
sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. And he spake many things unto them
in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds
fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony
places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they
had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because
they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns
sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit,
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. ...

... ¶ Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth the word of the
kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away
that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. But he
that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon
with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. He
also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of
this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. ...

... ¶ Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which indeed is the
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least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.

And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and despised others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a
Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the
publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went
down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. And they brought unto
him also infants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked
them. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you,
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter
therein.

¶ And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they
that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! ...

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God. ...

... ¶ Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. And
Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and
the gospel’s, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in
the world to come eternal life. But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. ¶
And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they
were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and
began to tell them what things should happen unto him, Saying, Behold, we go up to
Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the
scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles:
And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill
him: and the third day he shall rise again. ¶ And James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we
shall desire. And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? They said
unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy
left hand, in thy glory. But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink
of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?
And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of
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the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be
baptized: But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it
shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. And when the ten heard it, they began
to be much displeased with James and John. But Jesus called them to him, and saith
unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it
not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

... we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you
in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s
sake. And be at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that
are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. See
that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both
among yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing.

... all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in
the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; ...

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

VALLEY. Depression; meekness; darkness. 

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” (Psalm
xxiii. 4.) 

Though the way is dark in mortal sense, divine Life and Love illumine it, destroy the
unrest of mortal thought, the fear of death, and the supposed reality of error. Christian
Science, contradicting sense, maketh the valley to bud and blossom as the rose.

In viewing the sunrise, one finds that it contradicts the evidence before the senses to
believe that the earth is in motion and the sun at rest. As astronomy
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reverses the human perception of the movement of the solar system, so
Christian Science reverses the seeming relation of Soul and body and makes
body tributary to Mind. Thus it is with man, who is but the humble servant
of the restful Mind, though it seems otherwise to finite sense. But we shall never
understand this while we admit that soul is in body or mind in matter, and that man is
included in non-intelligence. Soul, or Spirit, is God, unchangeable and eternal; and
man coexists with and reflects Soul, God, for man is God’s image.

The sun 
and Soul

The cross is the central emblem of history. It is the lodestar in the demonstration of
Christian healing, — the demonstration by which sin and sickness are destroyed. The
sects, which endured the lash of their predecessors, in their turn lay it upon those who
are in advance of creeds. 

Take away wealth, fame, and social organizations, which weigh not one jot in the
balance of God, and we get clearer views of Principle. Break up
cliques, level wealth with honesty, let worth be judged according to wisdom,
and we get better views of humanity.

Right views 
of humanity

Whoever reaches the understanding of Christian Science in its proper signification will
perform the sudden cures of which it is capable; but this can be done only by taking up
the cross and following Christ in the daily life.

We cannot choose for ourselves, but must work out our salvation in the way Jesus
taught. In meekness and might, he was found preaching the gospel to the poor. Pride
and fear are unfit to bear the standard of Truth, and God will never place it in such
hands.

Teach the meekness and might of life “hid with Christ in God,” and there will be no
desire for other healing methods.

A human perception of divine Science, however limited, must be correct in order to be
Science and subject to demonstration. A germ of infinite Truth, though least in the
kingdom of heaven, is the higher hope on earth, but it will be rejected and reviled until
God prepares the soil for the seed.

BURIAL. Corporeality and physical sense put out of sight and hearing; annihilation.
Submergence in Spirit; immortality brought to light.
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The life of Christ Jesus was not miraculous, but it was indigenous to his spirituality, —
the good soil wherein the seed of Truth springs up and bears much fruit.

Jesus’ parable of “the sower” shows the care our Master took not to impart to dull ears
and gross hearts the spiritual teachings which dulness and grossness could not accept.

Jesus loved little children because of their freedom from wrong and their receptiveness
of right. While age is halting between two opinions or battling with false beliefs, youth
makes easy and rapid strides towards Truth. 

A little girl, who had occasionally listened to my explanations, badly wounded her
finger. She seemed not to notice it. On being questioned about it she answered
ingenuously, “There is no sensation in matter.” Bounding off with laughing eyes, she
presently added, “Mamma, my finger is not a bit sore.” 

It might have been months or years before her parents would have laid aside their
drugs, or reached the mental height their little daughter so naturally attained
. The more stubborn beliefs and theories of parents often choke the good
seed in the minds of themselves and their offspring. Superstition, like “the
fowls of the air,” snatches away the good seed before it has sprouted.

Soil and 
seed

To assume that there are no claims of evil and yet to indulge them, is a moral offence.
Blindness and self-righteousness cling fast to iniquity. When the Publican’s wail
went out to the great heart of Love, it won his humble desire. Wicked 

evasions

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in
patience, meekness, love, and good deeds.

What are the motives for prayer? Do we pray to make ourselves better or to benefit
those who hear us, to enlighten the infinite or to be heard of
men? Are we benefited by praying? Yes, the desire which goes forth
hungering after righteousness is blessed of our Father, and it does not return
unto us void. 

God is not moved by the breath of praise to do more than He has already done, nor can
the infinite do less than bestow all good, since He is unchanging
wisdom and Love. We can do more for ourselves by humble fervent
petitions, but the All-loving does not grant them simply on the ground of
lip-service, for He already knows all.

Right 
motives

Deity 
unchangeable



Printed from CONCORD: A CHRISTIAN SCIENCE STUDY RESOURCE, published by The Christian
Science Board of Directors in Boston, MA, USA at concord.christianscience.com. This content may be under
copyright and may not be further reproduced or distributed, unless permitted under the Terms of Service.

15.  SH 15:14

16.  SH 228:25

17.  SH 589:12–14 (to 1st ;)

18.  SH 142:15–16, 18–20

19.  SH 270:22–24

In order to pray aright, we must enter into the closet and shut the door. We must close
the lips and silence the material senses. In the quiet
sanctuary of earnest longings, we must deny sin and plead God’s allness. We
must resolve to take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to work
and watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We must “pray without ceasing.”
Such prayer is answered, in so far as we put our desires into practice. The Master’s
injunction is, that we pray in secret and let our lives attest our sincerity.

Effectual 
invocation

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge
any other power is to dishonor God. The humble Nazarene overthrew
the supposition that sin, sickness, and death have power. He proved them
powerless. It should have humbled the pride of the priests, when they saw
the demonstration of Christianity excel the influence of their dead faith
and ceremonies.

Priestly pride
humbled

JERUSALEM. Mortal belief and knowledge obtained from the five corporeal senses; the
pride of power and the power of pride; ...

In vain do the manger and the cross tell their story to pride and fustian. ...

As in Jesus’ time, so to-day, tyranny and pride need to be whipped out of the temple,
and humility and divine Science to be welcomed in.

The pride of priesthood is the prince of this world. It has nothing in Christ. Meekness
and charity have divine authority.


