
RACE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 59, 261, 591 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Luke 10:25–37) 

¶ And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit 

eternal life? He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 

and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: 

this do, and thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my 

neighbour? And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 

among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half 

dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed 

by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and 

passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and 

when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring 

in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And 

on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto 

him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And 

he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 

 

 

(Mark 6:7–13) 

¶ And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them 

power over unclean spirits; And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, 

save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: But be shod with sandals; and not put 

on two coats. And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye 

depart from that place. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, 

shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be 

more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. And they went 



out, and preached that men should repent. And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil 

many that were sick, and healed them. 

 

 

(John 4:5–24) 

Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob 

gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his 

journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. There cometh a woman of Samaria to 

draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. (For his disciples were gone away unto the city 

to buy meat.) Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest 

drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 

Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 

Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. The 

woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then 

hast thou that living water? Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank 

thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever 

drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 

never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into 

everlasting life. The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come 

hither to draw. Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. The woman answered 

and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: For thou 

hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 

The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this 

mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto 

her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at 

Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for 

salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 

the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they 

that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 

 

(Acts 17:15–28) 

And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas 

and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they departed. ¶ Now while Paul waited for them at 

Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. Therefore disputed 

he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them 

that met with him. Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoics, encountered him. 

And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange 

gods: because he preached unto them Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him, and brought 

him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? For 

thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean. 

(For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to 

tell, or to hear some new thing.) ¶ Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of 

Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your 

devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye 

ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. God that made the world and all things therein, seeing 



that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped 

with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all 

things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 

hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should 

seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of 

us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, 

For we are also his offspring. 

 

 

(Ephesians 4:1–13) 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 

are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, 

even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and 

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace 

according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he 

led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also 

descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended 

up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, 

for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 

the fulness of Christ: 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

Jesus bore our infirmities; he knew the error of mortal belief, and “with his stripes [the rejection of 

error] we are healed.” “Despised and rejected of men,” returning blessing for cursing, he taught 

mortals the opposite of themselves, even the nature of God; and when error felt the power of Truth, 

the scourge and the cross awaited the great Teacher. Yet he swerved not, well knowing that to obey 

the divine order and trust God, saves retracing and traversing anew the path from sin to holiness.  

 

Material belief is slow to acknowledge what the spiritual fact implies. The truth is the centre of all 

religion. It commands sure entrance into the realm of Love. St. Paul wrote, “Let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 

before us;” that is, let us put aside material self and sense, and seek the divine Principle and 

Science of all healing.  

 



If Truth is overcoming error in your daily walk and conversation, you can finally say, “I have fought a 

good fight . . . I have kept the faith,” because you are a better man. This is having our part in the at-

one-ment with Truth and Love. Christians do not continue to labor and pray, expecting because of 

another's goodness, suffering, and triumph, that they shall reach his harmony and reward. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 20:14–8) 

 

 

“Work out your own salvation,” is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh with you. 

“Occupy till I come!” Wait for your reward, and “be not weary in well doing.” If your endeavors are 

beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a 

sluggard in the race.  

 

When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive 

according to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means that we 

shall be tried and purified.  

 

Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in immortality, boundless freedom, and sinless 

sense, is not reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning one's faith without works to another's 

vicarious effort. Whosoever believeth that wrath is righteous or that divinity is appeased by human 

suffering, does not understand God. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 22:11–29) 

 

 

It is recorded that the profession of medicine originated in idolatry with pagan priests, who besought 

the gods to heal the sick and designated Apollo as “the god of medicine.” He was supposed to have 

dictated the first prescription, according to the “History of Four Thousand Years of Medicine.” It is 

here noticeable that Apollo was also regarded as the sender of disease, “the god of pestilence.” 

Hippocrates turned from image-gods to vegetable and mineral drugs for healing. This was deemed 

progress in medicine; but what we need is the truth which heals both mind and body. The future 

history of material medicine may correspond with that of its material god, Apollo, who was banished 

from heaven and endured great sufferings upon earth.  

 

Drugs, cataplasms, and whiskey are stupid substitutes for the dignity and potency of divine Mind and 



its efficacy to heal. It is pitiful to lead men into temptation through the byways of this wilderness 

world, — to victimize the race with intoxicating prescriptions for the sick, until mortal mind acquires 

an educated appetite for strong drink, and men and women become loathsome sots.  

 

Evidences of progress and of spiritualization greet us on every hand. Drug-systems are quitting their 

hold on matter and so letting in matter's higher stratum, mortal mind. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 158:1–27) 

 

 

There are various methods of treating disease, which are not included in the commonly accepted 

systems; but there is only one which should be presented to the whole world, and that is the 

Christian Science which Jesus preached and practised and left to us as his rich legacy.  

 

Why should one refuse to investigate this method of treating disease? Why support the popular 

systems of medicine, when the physician may perchance be an infidel and may lose ninety-and-nine 

patients, while Christian Science cures its hundred? Is it because allopathy and homœopathy are 

more fashionable and less spiritual?  

 

In the Bible the word Spirit is so commonly applied to Deity, that Spirit and God are often regarded 

as synonymous terms; and it is thus they are uniformly used and understood in Christian Science. 

As it is evident that the likeness of Spirit cannot be material, does it not follow that God cannot be in 

His unlikeness and work through drugs to heal the sick? When the omnipotence of God is preached 

and His absoluteness is set forth, Christian sermons will heal the sick.  

 

It is sometimes said, in criticising Christian Science, that the mind which contradicts itself neither 

knows itself nor what it is saying. It is indeed no small matter to know one's self; but in this volume of 

mine there are no contradictory statements, — at least none which are apparent to those who 

understand its propositions well enough to pass judgment upon them. One who understands 

Christian Science can heal the sick on the divine Principle of Christian Science, and this practical 

proof is the only feasible evidence that one does understand this Science.  

 

Anybody, who is able to perceive the incongruity between God's idea and poor humanity, ought to 

be able to discern the distinction (made by Christian Science) between God's man, made in His 



image, and the sinning race of Adam. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 344:19–25 (np)) 

 

 

Disquisitions on disease have a mental effect similar to that produced on children by telling ghost-

stories in the dark. By those uninstructed in Christian Science, nothing is really understood of 

material existence. Mortals are believed to be here without their consent and to be removed as 

involuntarily, not knowing why nor when. As frightened children look everywhere for the imaginary 

ghost, so sick humanity sees danger in every direction, and looks for relief in all ways except the 

right one. Darkness induces fear. The adult, in bondage to his beliefs, no more comprehends his real 

being than does the child; and the adult must be taken out of his darkness, before he can get rid of 

the illusive sufferings which throng the gloaming. The way in divine Science is the only way out of 

this condition.  

 

I would not transform the infant at once into a man, nor would I keep the suckling a lifelong babe. No 

impossible thing do I ask when urging the claims of Christian Science; but because this teaching is 

in advance of the age, we should not deny our need of its spiritual unfoldment. Mankind will improve 

through Science and Christianity. The necessity for uplifting the race is father to the fact that Mind 

can do it; for Mind can impart purity instead of impurity, strength instead of weakness, and health 

instead of disease. Truth is an alterative in the entire system, and can make it “every whit whole.”  

 

Remember, brain is not mind. Matter cannot be sick, and Mind is immortal. The mortal body is only 

an erroneous mortal belief of mind in matter. What you call matter was originally error in solution, 

elementary mortal mind, — likened by Milton to “chaos and old night.” One theory about this mortal 

mind is, that its sensations can reproduce man, can form blood, flesh, and bones. The Science of 

being, in which all is divine Mind, or God and His idea, would be clearer in this age, but for the belief 

that matter is the medium of man, or that man can enter his own embodied thought, bind himself 

with his own beliefs, and then call his bonds material and name them divine law.  

 

When man demonstrates Christian Science absolutely, he will be perfect. He can neither sin, suffer, 

be subject to matter, nor disobey the law of God. Therefore he will be as the angels in heaven. 

Christian Science and Christianity are one. How, then, in Christianity any more than in Christian 

Science, can we believe in the reality and power of both Truth and error, Spirit and matter, and hope 

to succeed with contraries? Matter is not self-sustaining. Its false supports fail one after another. 



Matter succeeds for a period only by falsely parading in the vestments of law.  

 

“Whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” In 

Christian Science, a denial of Truth is fatal, while a just acknowledgment of Truth and of what it has 

done for us is an effectual help. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 371:5–29 (np)) 

 

 

The Church is that institution, which affords proof of its utility and is found elevating the race, rousing 

the dormant understanding from material beliefs to the apprehension of spiritual ideas and the 

demonstration of divine Science, thereby casting out devils, or error, and healing the sick. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 583:14) 

 

 

When God heals the sick or the sinning, they should know the great benefit which Mind has wrought. 

They should also know the great delusion of mortal mind, when it makes them sick or sinful. Many 

are willing to open the eyes of the people to the power of good resident in divine Mind, but they are 

not so willing to point out the evil in human thought, and expose evil's hidden mental ways of 

accomplishing iniquity.  

 

Why this backwardness, since exposure is necessary to ensure the avoidance of the evil? Because 

people like you better when you tell them their virtues than when you tell them their vices. It requires 

the spirit of our blessed Master to tell a man his faults, and so risk human displeasure for the sake of 

doing right and benefiting our race. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 570:26–10) 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 



 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


