
LOSS 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 168, 174, 18 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Job 1:13–22) 

¶ And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest 

brother's house: And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the 

asses feeding beside them: And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have 

slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was 

yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath 

burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell 

thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three 

bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the 

edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came 

also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest 

brother's house: And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four 

corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped 

alone to tell thee. Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the 

ground, and worshipped, And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return 

thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. In all 

this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

 

 

(Ecclesiastes 1:1–18) 

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, saith the 

Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh 

under the sun? One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth 

for ever. The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. 

The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and 

the wind returneth again according to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not 

full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again. All things are full of 



labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. The 

thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and 

there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it 

hath been already of old time, which was before us. There is no remembrance of former things; 

neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after. ¶ 

I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I gave my heart to seek and search out by 

wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the 

sons of man to be exercised therewith. I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, 

behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that 

which is wanting cannot be numbered. I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to 

great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: 

yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know 

wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit. For in much 

wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow. 

 

 

(Luke 20:27–40) 

¶ Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection; and they 

asked him, Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man's brother die, having a wife, and he die 

without children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. There were 

therefore seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and died without children. And the second took 

her to wife, and he died childless. And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and they 

left no children, and died. Last of all the woman died also. Therefore in the resurrection whose wife 

of them is she? for seven had her to wife. And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this 

world marry, and are given in marriage: But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that 

world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: Neither can they 

die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of 

the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the 

Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the 

dead, but of the living: for all live unto him. ¶ Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, 

thou hast well said. And after that they durst not ask him any question at all. 

 

 

(John 14:1–31) 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 

mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 

may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we 

know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should 

have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. Philip saith unto 

him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time 

with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and 

how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 

Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in 

me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me 



for the very works' sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 

shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And 

whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 

shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. ¶ If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray 

the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the 

Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 

know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come 

to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live 

also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my 

commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of 

my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, 

Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered and 

said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will 

come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and 

the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. These things have I spoken unto 

you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 

whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 

giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Ye have heard how I 

said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, 

I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it come to pass, 

that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince 

of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. But that the world may know that I love the Father; and 

as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 1:6–14) 

Prayer, watching, and working, combined with self-immolation, are God's gracious means for 

accomplishing whatever has been successfully done for the Christianization and health of mankind.  

 

Thoughts unspoken are not unknown to the divine Mind. Desire is prayer; and no loss can occur 

from trusting God with our desires, that they may be moulded and exalted before they take form in 

words and in deeds. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 172:7–10 (np)) 

Materialism grades the human species as rising from matter upward. How then is the material 

species maintained, if man passes through what we call death and death is the Rubicon of 



spirituality? Spirit can form no real link in this supposed chain of material being. But divine Science 

reveals the eternal chain of existence as uninterrupted and wholly spiritual; yet this can be realized 

only as the false sense of being disappears.  

 

If man was first a material being, he must have passed through all the forms of matter in order to 

become man. If the material body is man, he is a portion of matter, or dust. On the contrary, man is 

the image and likeness of Spirit; and the belief that there is Soul in sense or Life in matter obtains in 

mortals, alias mortal mind, to which the apostle refers when he says that we must “put off the old 

man.”  

 

What is man? Brain, heart, blood, bones, etc., the material structure? If the real man is in the 

material body, you take away a portion of the man when you amputate a limb; the surgeon destroys 

manhood, and worms annihilate it. But the loss of a limb or injury to a tissue is sometimes the 

quickener of manliness; and the unfortunate cripple may present more nobility than the statuesque 

athlete, — teaching us by his very deprivations, that “a man's a man, for a' that.”  

 

When we admit that matter (heart, blood, brain, acting through the five physical senses) constitutes 

man, we fail to see how anatomy can distinguish between humanity and the brute, or determine 

when man is really man and has progressed farther than his animal progenitors.  

 

When the supposition, that Spirit is within what it creates and the potter is subject to the clay, is 

individualized, Truth is reduced to the level of error, and the sensible is required to be made manifest 

through the insensible. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 182:30–184:5) 

To admit that sickness is a condition over which God has no control, is to presuppose that 

omnipotent power is powerless on some occasions. The law of Christ, or Truth, makes all things 

possible to Spirit; but the so-called laws of matter would render Spirit of no avail, and demand 

obedience to materialistic codes, thus departing from the basis of one God, one lawmaker. To 

suppose that God constitutes laws of inharmony is a mistake; discords have no support from nature 

or divine law, however much is said to the contrary.  

 

Can the agriculturist, according to belief, produce a crop without sowing the seed and awaiting its 



germination according to the laws of nature? The answer is no, and yet the Scriptures inform us that 

sin, or error, first caused the condemnation of man to till the ground, and indicate that obedience to 

God will remove this necessity. Truth never made error necessary, nor devised a law to perpetuate 

error.  

 

The supposed laws which result in weariness and disease are not His laws, for the legitimate and 

only possible action of Truth is the production of harmony. Laws of nature are laws of Spirit; but 

mortals commonly recognize as law that which hides the power of Spirit. Divine Mind rightly 

demands man's entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is made for any lesser 

loyalty. Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to error superinduces loss of 

power.  

 

Truth casts out all evils and materialistic methods with the actual spiritual law, — the law which gives 

sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, voice to the dumb, feet to the lame. If Christian Science 

dishonors human belief, it honors spiritual understanding; and the one Mind only is entitled to honor.  

 

The so-called laws of health are simply laws of mortal belief. The premises being erroneous, the 

conclusions are wrong. Truth makes no laws to regulate sickness, sin, and death, for these are 

unknown to Truth and should not be recognized as reality. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 216:11–5) 

The understanding that the Ego is Mind, and that there is but one Mind or intelligence, begins at 

once to destroy the errors of mortal sense and to supply the truth of immortal sense. This 

understanding makes the body harmonious; it makes the nerves, bones, brain, etc., servants, 

instead of masters. If man is governed by the law of divine Mind, his body is in submission to 

everlasting Life and Truth and Love. The great mistake of mortals is to suppose that man, God's 

image and likeness, is both matter and Spirit, both good and evil.  

 

If the decision were left to the corporeal senses, evil would appear to be the master of good, and 

sickness to be the rule of existence, while health would seem the exception, death the inevitable, 

and life a paradox. Paul asked: “What concord hath Christ with Belial?” (2 Corinthians vi. 15.)  

 

When you say, “Man's body is material,” I say with Paul: Be “willing rather to be absent from the 



body, and to be present with the Lord.” Give up your material belief of mind in matter, and have but 

one Mind, even God; for this Mind forms its own likeness. The loss of man's identity through the 

understanding which Science confers is impossible; and the notion of such a possibility is more 

absurd than to conclude that individual musical tones are lost in the origin of harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 264:32–266:5) 

The universe of Spirit is peopled with spiritual beings, and its government is divine Science. Man is 

the offspring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of Mind. Man understands spiritual 

existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth and Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate 

Godward, their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near the broader interpretations of 

being, and gain some proper sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be put off.  

 

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man's absorption 

into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a wider sphere of 

thought and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace.  

 

The senses represent birth as untimely and death as irresistible, as if man were a weed growing 

apace or a flower withered by the sun and nipped by untimely frosts; but this is true only of a mortal, 

not of a man in God's image and likeness. The truth of being is perennial, and the error is unreal and 

obsolete.  

 

Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The 

aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and Love. 

The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart. The pains of 

sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is spiritual.  

 

The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the 

affections from sense to Soul, where the creations of God are good, “rejoicing the heart.” Such is the 

sword of Science, with which Truth decapitates error, materiality giving place to man's higher 

individuality and destiny. 

 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 311:7–25) 

Soul is immortal because it is Spirit, which has no element of self-destruction. Is man lost spiritually? 

No, he can only lose a sense material. All sin is of the flesh. It cannot be spiritual. Sin exists here or 

hereafter only so long as the illusion of mind in matter remains. It is a sense of sin, and not a sinful 

soul, which is lost. Evil is destroyed by the sense of good.  

 

Through false estimates of soul as dwelling in sense and of mind as dwelling in matter, belief strays 

into a sense of temporary loss or absence of soul, spiritual truth. This state of error is the mortal 

dream of life and substance as existent in matter, and is directly opposite to the immortal reality of 

being. So long as we believe that soul can sin or that immortal Soul is in mortal body, we can never 

understand the Science of being. When humanity does understand this Science, it will become the 

law of Life to man, — even the higher law of Soul, which prevails over material sense through 

harmony and immortality. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


