
QUALITY 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 582, 519, 526 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Genesis 1:26–31) 

¶ And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God 

said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 

earth. ¶ And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of 

all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for 

meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth 

upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. And God 

saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning 

were the sixth day. 

 

 

(I Samuel 16:1–13 (to 1st .)) 

And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from 

reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth–lehemite: for I 

have provided me a king among his sons. And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill 



me. And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. And 

call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him 

whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Beth–lehem. And 

the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said, 

Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the 

sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. ¶ And it came to 

pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD's anointed is before 

him. But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 

because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 

before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. Then Jesse made Shammah to 

pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to 

pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these. And Samuel 

said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, 

behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit 

down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a 

beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the spirit of the 

LORD came upon David from that day forward. ... 

 

 

(Luke 5:36–39) 

¶ And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if 

otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not 

with the old. And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, 

and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are 

preserved. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is 

better. 

 

 

(II Corinthians 6:1–18) 

We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in 

vain. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I 



succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) Giving no 

offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the 

ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, In stripes, in 

imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by 

longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power 

of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, 

by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as 

dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, 

yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. O ye Corinthians, our mouth 

is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own 

bowels. Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged. Be 

ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 

unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with 

Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of 

God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 

walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among 

them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

 

 

(Ephesians 6:10–19) 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of 

God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 

against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that 

ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having 

your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod 

with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 

be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 

watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance 

may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 

 



SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 71:1–8 (np)) 

Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. Evil has no reality. It is 

neither person, place, nor thing, but is simply a belief, an illusion of material sense.  

 

The identity, or idea, of all reality continues forever; but Spirit, or the divine Principle of all, is not in 

Spirit's formations. Soul is synonymous with Spirit, God, the creative, governing, infinite Principle 

outside of finite form, which forms only reflect.  

 

Close your eyes, and you may dream that you see a flower, — that you touch and smell it. Thus you 

learn that the flower is a product of the so-called mind, a formation of thought rather than of matter. 

Close your eyes again, and you may see landscapes, men, and women. Thus you learn that these 

also are images, which mortal mind holds and evolves and which simulate mind, life, and 

intelligence. From dreams also you learn that neither mortal mind nor matter is the image or likeness 

of God, and that immortal Mind is not in matter.  

 

When the Science of Mind is understood, spiritualism will be found mainly erroneous, having no 

scientific basis nor origin, no proof nor power outside of human testimony. It is the offspring of the 

physical senses. There is no sensuality in Spirit. I never could believe in spiritualism.  

 

The basis and structure of spiritualism are alike material and physical. Its spirits are so many 

corporealities, limited and finite in character and quality. Spiritualism therefore presupposes Spirit, 

which is ever infinite, to be a corporeal being, a finite form, — a theory contrary to Christian Science.  

 

There is but one spiritual existence, — the Life of which corporeal sense can take no cognizance. 

The divine Principle of man speaks through immortal sense. If a material body — in other words, 

mortal, material sense — were permeated by Spirit, that body would disappear to mortal sense, 

would be deathless. A condition precedent to communion with Spirit is the gain of spiritual life. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 516:27) 

To emphasize this momentous thought, it is repeated that God made man in His own image, to 

reflect the divine Spirit. It follows that man is a generic term. Masculine, feminine, and neuter 

genders are human concepts. In one of the ancient languages the word for man is used also as the 

synonym of mind. This definition has been weakened by anthropomorphism, or a humanization of 

Deity. The word anthropomorphic, in such a phrase as “an anthropomorphic God,” is derived from 

two Greek words, signifying man and form, and may be defined as a mortally mental attempt to 

reduce Deity to corporeality. The life-giving quality of Mind is Spirit, not matter. The ideal man 

corresponds to creation, to intelligence, and to Truth. The ideal woman corresponds to Life and to 

Love. In divine Science, we have not as much authority for considering God masculine, as we have 

for considering Him feminine, for Love imparts the clearest idea of Deity. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 57:4) 

Union of the masculine and feminine qualities constitutes completeness. The masculine mind 

reaches a higher tone through certain elements of the feminine, while the feminine mind gains 

courage and strength through masculine qualities. These different elements conjoin naturally with 

each other, and their true harmony is in spiritual oneness. Both sexes should be loving, pure, tender, 

and strong. The attraction between native qualities will be perpetual only as it is pure and true, 

bringing sweet seasons of renewal like the returning spring. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 86:13) 

Mortals evolve images of thought. These may appear to the ignorant to be apparitions; but they are 

mysterious only because it is unusual to see thoughts, though we can always feel their influence. 

Haunted houses, ghostly voices, unusual noises, and apparitions brought out in dark seances either 

involve feats by tricksters, or they are images and sounds evolved involuntarily by mortal mind. 

Seeing is no less a quality of physical sense than feeling. Then why is it more difficult to see a 

thought than to feel one? Education alone determines the difference. In reality there is none. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 278:28) 

All that we term sin, sickness, and death is a mortal belief. We define matter as error, because it is 

the opposite of life, substance, and intelligence. Matter, with its mortality, cannot be substantial if 

Spirit is substantial and eternal. Which ought to be substance to us, — the erring, changing, and 

dying, the mutable and mortal, or the unerring, immutable, and immortal? A New Testament writer 

plainly describes faith, a quality of mind, as “the substance of things hoped for.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 512:20) 

Spirit blesses the multiplication of its own pure and perfect ideas. From the infinite elements of the 

one Mind emanate all form, color, quality, and quantity, and these are mental, both primarily and 

secondarily. Their spiritual nature is discerned only through the spiritual senses. Mortal mind inverts 

the true likeness, and confers animal names and natures upon its own misconceptions. Ignorant of 

the origin and operations of mortal mind, — that is, ignorant of itself, — this so-called mind puts forth 

its own qualities, and claims God as their author; albeit God is ignorant of the existence of both this 

mortal mentality, so-called, and its claim, for the claim usurps the deific prerogatives and is an 

attempted infringement on infinity. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 261:31–26) 

We should forget our bodies in remembering good and the human race. Good demands of man 

every hour, in which to work out the problem of being. Consecration to good does not lessen man's 

dependence on God, but heightens it. Neither does consecration diminish man's obligations to God, 



but shows the paramount necessity of meeting them. Christian Science takes naught from the 

perfection of God, but it ascribes to Him the entire glory. By putting “off the old man with his deeds,” 

mortals “put on immortality.”  

 

We cannot fathom the nature and quality of God's creation by diving into the shallows of mortal 

belief. We must reverse our feeble flutterings — our efforts to find life and truth in matter — and rise 

above the testimony of the material senses, above the mortal to the immortal idea of God. These 

clearer, higher views inspire the Godlike man to reach the absolute centre and circumference of his 

being.  

 

Job said: “I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee.” Mortals will 

echo Job's thought, when the supposed pain and pleasure of matter cease to predominate. They will 

then drop the false estimate of life and happiness, of joy and sorrow, and attain the bliss of loving 

unselfishly, working patiently, and conquering all that is unlike God. Starting from a higher 

standpoint, one rises spontaneously, even as light emits light without effort; for “where your treasure 

is, there will your heart be also.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 505:16–7) 

Spirit imparts the understanding which uplifts consciousness and leads into all truth. The Psalmist 

saith: “The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the 

sea.” Spiritual sense is the discernment of spiritual good. Understanding is the line of demarcation 

between the real and unreal. Spiritual understanding unfolds Mind, — Life, Truth, and Love, — and 

demonstrates the divine sense, giving the spiritual proof of the universe in Christian Science.  

 

This understanding is not intellectual, is not the result of scholarly attainments; it is the reality of all 

things brought to light. God's ideas reflect the immortal, unerring, and infinite. The mortal, erring, and 

finite are human beliefs, which apportion to themselves a task impossible for them, that of 

distinguishing between the false and the true. Objects utterly unlike the original do not reflect that 

original. Therefore matter, not being the reflection of Spirit, has no real entity. Understanding is a 

quality of God, a quality which separates Christian Science from supposition and makes Truth final. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 215:4–26) 

If Spirit, Soul, could sin or be lost, then being and immortality would be lost, together with all the 

faculties of Mind; but being cannot be lost while God exists. Soul and matter are at variance from the 

very necessity of their opposite natures. Mortals are unacquainted with the reality of existence, 

because matter and mortality do not reflect the facts of Spirit.  

 

Spiritual vision is not subordinate to geometric altitudes. Whatever is governed by God, is never for 

an instant deprived of the light and might of intelligence and Life.  

 

We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness to be 

only a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the appearance of 

reality. So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the suppositional absence of Life, God, and flee 

as phantoms of error before truth and love.  



 

With its divine proof, Science reverses the evidence of material sense. Every quality and condition of 

mortality is lost, swallowed up in immortality. Mortal man is the antipode of immortal man in origin, in 

existence, and in his relation to God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 360:28) 

Of old, the Jews put to death the Galilean Prophet, the best Christian on earth, for the truth he spoke 

and demonstrated, while to-day, Jew and Christian can unite in doctrine and denomination on the 

very basis of Jesus' words and works. The Jew believes that the Messiah or Christ has not yet 

come; the Christian believes that Christ is God. Here Christian Science intervenes, explains these 

doctrinal points, cancels the disagreement, and settles the question. Christ, as the true spiritual idea, 

is the ideal of God now and forever, here and everywhere. The Jew who believes in the First 

Commandment is a monotheist; he has one omnipresent God. Thus the Jew unites with the 

Christian's doctrine that God is come and is present now and forever. The Christian who believes in 

the First Commandment is a monotheist. Thus he virtually unites with the Jew's belief in one God, 

and recognizes that Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself declared, but is the Son of God. This 

declaration of Jesus, understood, conflicts not at all with another of his sayings: “I and my Father are 

one,” — that is, one in quality, not in quantity. As a drop of water is one with the ocean, a ray of light 

one with the sun, even so God and man, Father and son, are one in being. The Scripture reads: “For 

in Him we live, and move, and have our being.” 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


